
 

 

S T A T U T O R Y  R U L E S  O F  N O R T H E R N  I R E L A N D  

2011 No. 75 

PLANNING 

The Planning (General Development) (Amendment) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2011 

Made - - - - 7th March 2011 

Coming into operation - 6th April 2011 

The Department of the Environment, in exercise of the powers conferred by Article 13 of the 
Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1991(a), makes the following Order: 

Citation and commencement 

1. This Order may be cited as the Planning (General Development) (Amendment) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2011 and shall come into operation on 6th April 2011. 

Amendment of the Planning (General Development) Order (Northern Ireland) 1993 

2.—(1) The Planning (General Development) Order (Northern Ireland) 1993(b) shall be 
amended in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3). 

(2) In Article 2(1) (interpretation)— 
(a) in the definition of “area of special scientific interest” for “Article 24 of the Nature 

Conservation and Amenity Lands (Northern Ireland) Order 1985” substitute “Article 28 
of the Environment (Northern Ireland) Order 2002(c)”; 

(b) for the definition of “designated area” substitute— 
““designated area” means— 
(a) a conservation area; 
(b) an area of outstanding natural beauty; 
(c) an area of special scientific interest; 
(d) a National Park; 
(e) a World Heritage Site;”; 

(c) after the definition of “liquefied petroleum gas” insert— 
““microgeneration” means the use for the generation of electricity or the production of 
heat of any plant— 
(a) which in generating electricity or (as the case may be) producing heat, relies 

wholly or mainly on biomass, biofuels, fuel cells, photovoltaics, water (including 
waves and tides), wind, solar power, geothermal sources, combined heat and 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) S.I. 1991/1220 (N.I. 11) to which there are amendments not relevant to this Order 
(b) S.R. 1993 No. 278; the relevant amendment is S.R. 2006 No. 348 
(c) S.I. 2002/3153 (N.I.7) 
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power systems and other sources of energy or technologies for the generation of 
electricity or the production of heat; and 

(b) the capacity of which— 
 (i) to generate electricity, does not exceed 50 kilowatts; 
 (ii) to produce heat, does not exceed 45 kilowatts thermal;”; 

(d) after the definition of “the Use Classes Order” insert— 
“                             ; 
“World Heritage Site” means a property appearing on the World Heritage List kept 
under Article 11(2) of the 1972 UNESCO Convention for the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage”. 

(3) In Schedule 1 (development permitted under Article 3)— 
(a) for Part 1 (development within the curtilage of a dwellinghouse), substitute Part 1 as set 

out in Schedule 1 to this Order; 
(b) after Part 1 (development within the curtilage of a dwellinghouse) insert Part 1A 

(installation of domestic microgeneration equipment) as set out in Schedule 2 to this 
Order; 

(c) in Part 2 (minor operations)— 
(i) in Class A.1(a) after “wall or” insert “other”; 

(ii) in Class A.1 (d) after “listed building” insert— 
“unless listed building consent for the development has previously been granted”; 

(iii) in Class B.1 for “in” substitute “by”; 
(iv) in Class B.1 after “within” insert “an area of special scientific interest, or”; 
(v) for Class C substitute— 

 
“Class C   
Permitted 
development 

C. The painting of the exterior of any 
building or work. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

C.1 Development is not permitted by Class C— 

  (a) where the painting is for the 
purpose of advertisement, 
announcement or direction; or  

  (b) within the curtilage of a listed 
building, unless listed building 
consent for the development has 
previously been granted. 

   
Interpretation of 
Class C 

C.2 In Class C “painting” includes any 
application of colour.” 

 
Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of the Environment on 7th March 2011. 
 

 
 Maggie Smith 
 
 A senior officer of the Department of the Environment 
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 SCHEDULE 1 Article 2(3)(a) 

SUBSTITUTION OF PART 1 OF SCHEDULE 1 TO THE PLANNING 
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT) ORDER (NORTHERN IRELAND) 

1993 

“PART 1 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE CURTILAGE OF A DWELLINGHOUSE 

 
Class A   
Permitted 
development 

A. The enlargement, improvement or other 
alteration of a dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

A.1 Development is not permitted by Class A 
if— 

  (a) as a result of the works the total 
area of ground covered by 
buildings within the curtilage of 
the dwellinghouse (other than the 
original dwellinghouse) would 
exceed 50% of the total area of the 
curtilage (excluding the ground 
area of the original 
dwellinghouse); 

  (b) the height of the part of the 
dwellinghouse enlarged, improved 
or altered would exceed the height 
of the highest part of the roof of 
the existing dwellinghouse;  

  (c) the height of the eaves of the part 
of the dwellinghouse enlarged, 
improved or altered would exceed 
the height of the eaves of the 
existing dwellinghouse;  

  (d) the enlarged part of the 
dwellinghouse would extend 
beyond a wall which— 

  (i) faces onto a road; and 
  (ii) forms either the principal 

elevation or a side elevation 
of the original dwellinghouse; 

  (e) the enlarged part of the 
dwellinghouse would have a single 
storey and— 

  (i) extend beyond the rear wall of 
the original dwellinghouse by 
more than 4 metres in the case 
of a detached dwellinghouse, 
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or 3 metres in the case of any 
other dwellinghouse;  

  (ii) exceed 4 metres in height; or 
  (iii) be within 3.5 metres of the 

boundary of the curtilage of 
the dwellinghouse with a road 
opposite the rear wall of the 
dwellinghouse; 

  (f) the enlarged part of the 
dwellinghouse would have more 
than one storey and— 

  (i) extend beyond the rear wall of 
the original dwellinghouse by 
more than 3 metres; or 

  (ii) be within 7 metres of the 
boundary of the curtilage of 
the dwellinghouse opposite 
the rear wall of the 
dwellinghouse; 

  (g) the enlarged part of the 
dwellinghouse would be within 2 
metres of any boundary of the 
curtilage of the dwellinghouse, and 
the height of the eaves of the 
enlarged part would exceed 3 
metres; 

  (h) the enlarged part of the 
dwellinghouse would extend 
beyond a wall forming a side 
elevation of the original 
dwellinghouse, and would—  

  (i) exceed 4 metres in height; or 
  (ii) have a width greater than half 

the width of the original 
dwellinghouse; 

  (i) it would consist of or include— 
  (i) an alteration to any part of the 

roof of the dwellinghouse; 
  (ii) the construction or provision 

of a deck, balcony, veranda or 
other raised platform; 

  (iii) the provision of a basement; 
  (iv) the installation, alteration or 

replacement of a chimney, 
flue or soil and vent pipe; 

  (v) the installation, alteration or 
replacement of a microwave 
antenna; or 

  (j) the dwellinghouse is within the 
curtilage of a listed building, 
unless listed building consent for 
the development has previously 
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been granted. 
   
 A.2 In the case of a dwellinghouse which is 

within a conservation area, World Heritage 
Site, area of outstanding natural beauty or 
National Park, development is not 
permitted by Class A if— 

  (a) it would consist of or include the 
cladding of any part of the exterior 
of the dwellinghouse with stone, 
artificial stone, pebbledash, render, 
timber, plastic or tiles; 

  (b) the enlarged part of the 
dwellinghouse would have more 
than one storey or would exceed 4 
metres in height; or 

  (c) the enlarged part of the 
dwellinghouse would extend 
beyond a wall forming the 
principal or a side elevation of the 
original dwellinghouse. 

   
Conditions A.3 Development is permitted by Class A 

subject to the following conditions— 
  (a) the materials used in any exterior 

work (other than materials used in 
the construction of a conservatory) 
shall be of similar appearance to 
those used in the construction of 
the exterior of the existing 
dwellinghouse;  

  (b) any upper floor window located in 
a wall or roof slope forming a side 
elevation of the dwellinghouse, 
which is within 15 metres of any 
boundary of the curtilage of a 
neighbouring dwellinghouse, shall 
be—  

  (i) obscure glazed; and 
  (ii) non-opening unless the parts 

of the window which can be 
opened are more than 1.7 
metres above the floor of the 
room in which the window is 
installed; or 

  (c) where the enlarged part of the 
dwellinghouse has more than one 
storey, the roof pitch of the 
enlarged part shall, as far as 
practicable, be the same as the roof 
pitch of the original 
dwellinghouse.  
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Class B   
Permitted 
development 

B. The enlargement, improvement or other 
alteration of a dwellinghouse consisting 
of an addition or alteration to its roof. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

B.1 Development is not permitted by Class B 
if— 

  (a) any part of the dwellinghouse 
would, as a result of the works, 
exceed the height of the highest 
part of the existing roof; 

  (b) any part of the dwellinghouse 
would, as a result of the works, 
extend more than 15 centimetres 
beyond the plane of any existing 
roof slope which—  

  (i) faces a road; and 
  (ii) forms either the principal or a 

side elevation of the 
dwellinghouse; 

  (c) any part of the alteration or 
addition would, as a result of the 
works, be closer than 0.5 metres to 
the ridge of the existing roof, 
closer than 0.5 metres to the eaves 
of the existing roof (measured 
along the plane of the roof), or 
closer than 0.5 metres to any party 
wall or verge;  

  (d) it would consist of or include— 
  (i) the construction or provision 

of a deck, balcony, veranda or 
other raised platform; 

  (ii) the installation, alteration or 
replacement of a chimney, 
flue or soil and vent pipe; or 

  (iii) the installation, alteration or 
replacement of a microwave 
antenna; 

  (e) the dwellinghouse is within a 
conservation area; or 

  (f) the dwellinghouse is within the 
curtilage of a listed building, 
unless listed building consent for 
the development has previously 
been granted. 

   
Conditions B.2 Development is permitted by Class B 

subject to the following conditions— 
  (a) the materials used in any exterior 

work shall be of similar 
appearance to those used in the 
construction of the exterior of the 



 

 7

existing dwellinghouse; 
  (b) any window inserted on a wall or 

roof slope forming a side elevation 
of the dwellinghouse, which is 
within 15 metres of any boundary 
of the curtilage of a neighbouring 
dwellinghouse, shall be— 

  (i) obscure glazed; and 
  (ii) non-opening unless the parts 

of the window which can be 
opened are more than 1.7 
metres above the floor of the 
room in which the window is 
installed. 

   
Class C   
Permitted 
development 

C. The erection or construction of a porch 
outside any external door of a 
dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

C.1 Development is not permitted by Class C 
if— 

  (a) the ground area (measured 
externally) of the structure would 
exceed 3 square metres; 

  (b) any part of the structure would 
exceed 3 metres above ground 
level with a flat or mono pitched 
roof, or 3.5 metres with a dual 
pitched roof; 

  (c) any part of the structure would be 
within 2 metres of any boundary of 
the curtilage of the dwellinghouse 
with a road; or 

  (d) the dwellinghouse is within the 
curtilage of a listed building, 
unless listed building consent for 
the development has previously 
been granted. 

   
Condition C.2 Development is permitted by Class C 

subject to the condition that the materials 
used shall be of similar appearance to those 
used in the construction of the existing 
dwellinghouse. 

   
Class D   
Permitted 
development 

D. The provision within the curtilage of a 
dwellinghouse of any building or 
enclosure, swimming or other pool 
required for a purpose incidental to the 
enjoyment of the dwellinghouse, or the 
maintenance, improvement or other 
alteration to such a building or 
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enclosure.  
   
Development not 
permitted 

D.1 Development is not permitted by Class D 
if— 

  (a) the total area of ground covered by 
buildings or enclosures within the 
curtilage (other than the original 
dwellinghouse) would exceed 50% 
of the total area of the curtilage 
(excluding the ground area of the 
original dwellinghouse); 

  (b) any part of the building, enclosure 
or pool would be situated on land 
forward of a wall which— 

  (i) faces onto a road; and 
  (ii) forms either the principal 

elevation or a side elevation 
of the original dwellinghouse; 

  (c) the building or enclosure would 
exceed 4 metres in height; 

  (d) within 2 metres of the boundary of 
the curtilage of the dwellinghouse 
the eaves height would exceed 2.5 
metres; 

  (e) any part of the building or 
enclosure would be within 3.5 
metres of the boundary of the 
curtilage of the dwellinghouse 
with a road opposite the rear wall 
of the dwellinghouse; 

  (f) it would consist of or include the 
construction or provision of a 
deck, balcony, veranda or other 
raised platform;  

  (g) it would involve the installation, 
alteration or replacement of a 
microwave antenna; 

  (h) it would involve development for 
use as a dwellinghouse; or 

  (i) it is within the curtilage of a listed 
building, unless listed building 
consent for the development has 
previously been granted.  

   
 D.2 In the case of any land within the curtilage 

of the dwellinghouse which is within— 
  (a) a World Heritage Site; 
  (b) a National Park; or 
  (c) an area of outstanding natural 

beauty; 
  development is not permitted by Class D if 

the total area of ground covered by 
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buildings, enclosures, and pools situated 
more than 20 metres from any wall of the 
dwellinghouse would exceed 10 square 
metres. 

   
 D.3  In the case of any land within the curtilage 

of a dwellinghouse within a conservation 
area, World Heritage Site, National Park, or 
area of outstanding natural beauty, 
development is not permitted by Class D if 
any part of the building, enclosure or pool 
would be situated on land between a wall 
forming either the principal or a side 
elevation of the dwellinghouse and the 
boundary of the curtilage of the 
dwellinghouse.  

   
Interpretation of Class 
D 

D.4 For the purposes of Class D “purpose 
incidental to the enjoyment of the 
dwellinghouse” includes the keeping of 
poultry, bees, pet animals, birds or other 
livestock for the domestic needs or personal 
enjoyment of the occupants of the 
dwellinghouse, but excludes the keeping of 
pigeons. 

   
Class E   
Permitted 
development  

E. Development consisting of— 

  (a) the provision within the 
curtilage of a dwellinghouse of a 
hard surface for any purpose 
incidental to the enjoyment of 
the dwellinghouse; or 

  (b) the replacement in whole or in 
part of such a surface. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

E.1 Development is not permitted by Class E 
within the curtilage of a listed building, 
unless listed building consent for the 
development has previously been granted.  

   
Conditions E.2 Development is permitted by Class E 

subject to the condition that where— 
  (a) the hard surface would be situated 

on land between a wall forming 
the principal elevation of the 
dwellinghouse and a road; and 

  (b) the area of ground covered by the 
hard surface, or the hard surface to 
be replaced would exceed 5 square 
metres; 

  either the hard surface shall be made of 
porous or permeable materials, or provision 
shall be made to direct run-off water from 
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the hard surface to a porous or permeable 
area or surface within the curtilage of the 
dwellinghouse.  

   
Class F   
Permitted 
development 

F. The erection or provision, within the 
curtilage of a dwellinghouse, of a 
container for the storage of oil or 
liquefied petroleum gas for domestic 
purposes. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

F.1 Development is not permitted by Class F 
if— 

  (a) the capacity of the container would 
exceed 3,500 litres; 

  (b) any part of the container would be 
more than 3 metres above ground 
level; 

  (c) any part of the container would be 
situated on land beyond a wall 
which— 

  (i) faces onto a road; and 
  (ii) forms either the principal 

elevation or a side elevation 
of the original dwellinghouse; 

  (d) any part of the container would be 
within 2 metres of the boundary of 
the curtilage of the dwellinghouse 
with a road opposite the rear wall 
of the dwellinghouse; 

  (e) in the case of a dwellinghouse 
which is within a conservation 
area, any part of the container 
would be situated on land between 
a wall forming the principal or a 
side elevation of the 
dwellinghouse and the boundary of 
the curtilage of the dwellinghouse; 
or 

  (f) it is within the curtilage of a listed 
building, unless listed building 
consent for the development has 
previously been granted. 

   
Class G   
Permitted 
development 

G. The installation, alteration or 
replacement of a microwave antenna on 
a dwellinghouse or within the curtilage 
of a dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

G.1 Development is not permitted by Class G 
if— 

  (a) it would result in the presence on 
the dwellinghouse or within its 
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curtilage of— 
  (i) more than two antennas; 
  (ii) a single antenna exceeding 

100 centimetres in length; 
  (iii) two antennas which do not 

meet the relevant size criteria; 
  (iv) an antenna installed on a 

chimney, where the length of 
the antenna would exceed 60 
centimetres; 

  (v) an antenna installed on a 
chimney, where the antenna 
would protrude above the 
chimney; 

  (vi) an antenna with a cubic 
capacity in excess of 35 litres; 

  (b) in the case of an antenna to be 
installed on a roof without a 
chimney, the highest part of the 
antenna would be higher than the 
highest part of the roof; 

  (c) in the case of an antenna to be 
installed on a roof with a chimney, 
the highest part of the antenna 
would be higher than the highest 
part of the chimney, or 60 
centimetres measured from the 
highest part of the ridge tiles of the 
roof, whichever is the lower; 

  (d) in the case of a dwellinghouse 
situated within a designated area, it 
would consist of the installation of 
an antenna— 

  (i) on a chimney, wall or roof 
slope which faces onto and is 
visible from a road; 

  (ii) on a building which exceeds 
15 metres in height. 

   
Conditions G.2 Development is permitted by Class G 

subject to the following conditions— 
  (a) an antenna shall so far as is 

practicable be sited so as to 
minimise its effect on the external 
appearance of the building; and 

  (b) an antenna no longer needed for 
reception or transmission purposes 
shall be removed as soon as 
reasonably practicable. 

   
 G.3 The relevant size criteria for the purpose of 

paragraph G.1(a)(iii) are that— 
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  (a) only one of the antennas may 
exceed 60 centimetres in length; 
and 

  (b) any antenna which exceeds 60 
centimetres in length must not 
exceed 100 centimetres in length. 

   
 G.4 The length of an antenna is to be measured 

in any linear direction, and shall exclude 
any projecting feed element, reinforcing 
rim, mounting or brackets. 

   
Class H   
Permitted 
development 

H. The installation, alteration or 
replacement of a chimney, flue or soil 
and vent pipe on a dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

H.1 Development is not permitted by Class H 
if— 

  (a) the height of the chimney, flue or 
soil and vent pipe would exceed 
the highest part of the roof by 1 
metre or more;  

  (b) in the case of a dwellinghouse 
which is within a conservation 
area, World Heritage Site, area of 
outstanding natural beauty or 
National Park the chimney, flue or 
soil and vent pipe would be 
installed on a wall or roof slope 
which— 

  (i) faces a road; and 
  (ii) forms either the principal 

elevation or a side elevation 
of the dwellinghouse; or 

  (c) the dwellinghouse is within the 
curtilage of a listed building, 
unless listed building consent for 
the development has previously 
been granted. 

   
Class I   
Permitted 
development 

I. The erection, construction or alteration 
of a deck or other raised platform within 
the curtilage of a dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

I.1 Development is not permitted by Class I 
if—  

  (a) any part of the deck or other raised 
platform would exceed 0.3 metres 
above ground level; 

  (b) the deck or raised platform would 
be on land which— 
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  (i) faces onto a road; and 
  (ii) would be forward of a wall 

forming the principal 
elevation or a side elevation 
of the dwellinghouse; 

  (c) in the case of any land within a 
conservation area, development is 
not permitted by Class I if any part 
of the deck or raised platform 
would be situated on land between 
a wall forming either the principal 
or a side elevation of the 
dwellinghouse and the boundary of 
the curtilage of the dwellinghouse; 
or  

  (d) in the case of any land within the 
curtilage of a listed building, 
unless listed building consent for 
the development has previously 
been granted.” 

 SCHEDULE 2 Article 2(3)(b) 

INSERTION OF PART 1A OF SCHEDULE 1 TO THE PLANNING 
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT) ORDER (NORTHERN IRELAND) 

1993 

“PART 1A 
INSTALLATION OF DOMESTIC MICROGENERATION EQUIPMENT 

 
Class A   
Permitted 
development 

A. The installation, alteration or 
replacement of solar PV or solar thermal 
equipment on the roof of— 

  (a) a dwellinghouse; or 
  (b) any building within the curtilage 

of a dwellinghouse. 
   
Development not 
permitted 

A.1 Development is not permitted by Class A 
if— 

  (a) any part of the solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment would protrude 
more than 20 centimetres beyond 
the plane of any existing roof slope 
which faces onto and is visible 
from a road; 

  (b) any part of the solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment would exceed— 

  (i) the height of the highest part 
of any existing ridged roof; or 
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  (ii) 1.5 metres above the plane of 
any flat roof; 

  (c) in the case of solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment installed in a 
World Heritage Site or 
conservation area— 

  (i) the roof slope to which they 
would be fitted faces onto and 
is visible from a road; or 

  (ii) any part of the solar PV or 
solar thermal equipment fitted 
to a flat roof would be visible 
from a road; 

  (d) any part of the solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment would extend 
beyond the edge of the existing 
roof; or 

  (e) the solar PV or solar thermal 
equipment would be installed 
within the curtilage of a listed 
building, unless listed building 
consent for the development has 
previously been granted. 

   
Conditions A.2 Development is permitted by Class A 

subject to the following conditions— 
  (a) the primary purpose of the solar PV 

or solar thermal equipment would 
be to provide heat or energy for use 
within the curtilage of the 
dwellinghouse; and 

  (b) any solar PV or solar thermal 
equipment no longer used to 
provide heat or energy shall be 
removed as soon as reasonably 
practicable. 

   
Class B   
Permitted 
development 

B. The installation, alteration or 
replacement of solar PV or solar thermal 
equipment on— 

  (a) the wall of a dwellinghouse; 
  (b) the wall of any building within 

the curtilage of a dwellinghouse; 
or 

  (c) any wall within the curtilage of a 
dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

B.1 Development is not permitted by Class B 
if— 

  (a) any part of the solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment installed within 
3 metres of the boundary of the 
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curtilage of the dwellinghouse and 
exceeding 4 metres in height 
extends more than 20 centimetres 
beyond the plane of the wall; 

  (b) any part of the solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment when installed 
would extend beyond the boundary 
of the wall; 

  (c) for Class B(a) or (b) development, 
any part of the solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment installed on the 
wall of a chimney would exceed 
the height of the highest part of the 
roof; 

  (d) in the case of solar PV or solar 
thermal equipment installed on a 
wall within a World Heritage Site 
or conservation area the wall would 
face onto and be visible from a 
road; or 

  (e) the solar PV or solar thermal 
equipment would be installed 
within the curtilage of a listed 
building, unless listed building 
consent for the development has 
previously been granted. 

   
Conditions B.2 Development is permitted by Class B 

subject to the following conditions— 
  (a) the primary purpose of the solar PV 

or solar thermal equipment would 
be to provide heat or energy for use 
within the curtilage of the 
dwellinghouse; and 

  (b) any solar PV or solar thermal 
equipment no longer used to 
provide heat or energy shall be 
removed as soon as reasonably 
practicable. 

   
Class C   
Permitted 
development 

C. The installation, alteration or 
replacement of stand alone solar within 
the curtilage of a dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

C.1 Development is not permitted by Class C 
if— 

  (a) it would result in the presence 
within the curtilage of more than 
one stand alone solar;  

  (b) the area of the stand alone solar 
would exceed 14 square metres; 

  (c) any part of the stand alone solar 
would exceed 2 metres in height; 
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  (d) any part of the stand alone solar 
would be nearer to a road which 
bounds the curtilage than the part 
of the dwellinghouse nearest to that 
road; or 

  (e) the stand alone solar would be 
situated within the curtilage of a 
listed building, unless listed 
building consent for the 
development has previously been 
granted. 

   
Conditions C.2 Development is permitted by Class C 

subject to the following conditions— 
  (a) the primary purpose of the stand 

alone solar would be to provide 
heat or energy for use within the 
curtilage of the dwellinghouse; and 

  (b) any stand alone solar no longer 
used to provide heat or energy shall 
be removed as soon as reasonably 
practicable. 

   
Class D   
Permitted 
development 

D. The erection or provision, within the 
curtilage of a dwellinghouse, of a 
container for the storage of solid biomass 
fuel. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

D.1 Development is not permitted by Class D 
if— 

  (a) in the case of the erection or 
provision of an above ground 
container— 

  (i) the capacity of that container 
would exceed 6,500 litres; or 

  (ii) any part of that container 
would be more than 3 metres 
above ground level; 

  (b) any part of the container would be 
nearer to a road which bounds the 
curtilage than the part of the 
dwellinghouse nearest to that road; 

  (c) it would involve the erection or 
provision of a below ground 
container within a site of 
archaeological interest or an area of 
special scientific interest; or 

  (d) the container would be situated 
within the curtilage of a listed 
building, unless listed building 
consent for the development has 
previously been granted. 
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Conditions D.2 Development is permitted by Class D 

subject to the following conditions— 
  (a) the biomass fuel stored would be 

used to provide heat for use within 
the curtilage of the dwellinghouse; 
and 

  (b) any container provided under this 
class, no longer used for the storage 
of biomass fuel shall be removed as 
soon as reasonably practicable.  

   
Class E   
Permitted 
development  

E. The installation, alteration or 
replacement of a flue, forming part of a 
biomass heating system, or a combined 
heat and power system on a 
dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

E.1 Development is not permitted by Class E 
if— 

  (a) the height of the flue would exceed 
the highest part of the roof by more 
than one metre; 

  (b) in the case of a flue installed in a 
World Heritage Site or a 
conservation area the flue would be 
installed on a wall or roof slope 
forming the principal or a side 
elevation of the dwellinghouse and 
would be visible from a road; or 

  (c) the dwellinghouse is within the 
curtilage of a listed building, unless 
listed building consent for the 
development has previously been 
granted. 

   
Condition  E.2 Development is permitted by Class E 

subject to the condition that the flue, no 
longer used as part of a biomass heating 
system or a combined heat and power 
system shall be removed as soon as 
reasonably practicable. 

   
Class F   
Permitted 
development 

F. The provision of a ground or water 
source heat pump within the curtilage of 
a dwellinghouse. 

   
Development not 
permitted 

F.1 Development is not permitted by Class F 
if— 

  (a) any part of the heat pump or its 
housing would be within 3 metres 
of the boundary of the curtilage of 
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the dwellinghouse and would 
exceed 4 metres in height; 

  (b) any part of the heat pump or its 
housing would be nearer to a road 
which bounds the curtilage than the 
part of the dwellinghouse nearest to 
that road; 

  (c) it would involve the provision of 
any heat pump within an area of 
special scientific interest or a site 
of archaeological interest; or 

  (d) the heat pump would be situated 
within the curtilage of a listed 
building, unless listed building 
consent for the development has 
previously been granted. 

   
Conditions F.2 Development is permitted by Class F 

subject to the following conditions—  
  (a) the heat pump would be used to 

provide heat for use within the 
curtilage of the dwellinghouse; and 

  (b) when no longer used to provide 
heat it shall be removed as soon as 
reasonably practicable. 

   
Interpretation of 
Part 1A 

 For the purposes of Part 1A— 

  “solar PV” means solar photovoltaics; 
  “stand alone solar” means solar PV or 

solar thermal equipment which is not 
installed on a building.” 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

This Order amends the Planning (General Development) Order (Northern Ireland) 1993 (“the 
1993 Order”). 

Part 1 of Schedule 1 to the 1993 Order describes classes of development within the curtilage of a 
dwellinghouse in respect of which no specific application for planning permission is needed as 
permission is granted by Article 3 of that Order. 

Schedule 1 of this Order amends by substitution Part 1 of Schedule 1 to expand the scope of that 
permitted development. 

Schedule 2 inserts a new Part 1A into Schedule 1 to the 1993 Order. Part 1A permits the 
installation of certain types of microgeneration equipment on or within the curtilage of a 
dwellinghouse subject to the specified limitations and conditions. 

Some interpretation provisions have been inserted or revised in Article 2(1) of the 1993 Order and 
some clarifying amendments have been introduced to Part 2 of Schedule 1 (minor operations). 

A regulatory impact assessment has been prepared in relation to this Order. A copy may be 
obtained from the Department of the Environment, Millennium House, 17-25 Great Victoria 
Street, Belfast BT2 7BN (Tel: 028 9041 6967) or accessed at www.planningni.gov.uk. 

The Explanatory Memorandum is available alongside the instrument on the government’s 
legislation website www.legislation.gov.uk. 
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