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July 1677, Carnegie contra Smith, IBIDEMi ; 29 th January 1678, Stewart
contra Stewart, No 4. p. 12842.; 17th February 1736, Ranken contrd& Ran-
ken, voce SUCCESSION ; igth February 1768, Kemp contra Kemp. * But
the majority of the Judges were of opinion, that the question fell to be deter-
mined by the meaning of parties as expressed in the deed; and as that mean-
ing was sufficiently clear, they did not think themselves at liberty, from the
authorities of lawyers and decisions which the parties had never heard of, tr
give it any other explanation

The following judgment was given Ist December 1769: " In respect it ap-
pears from the conception of the several clauses ,in the contract of marriage,
that the whole provisions in the contract were intended to be in favour of the
whole children equally, and the whole subject to- the power of division by the
father; and failing of him by the nearest of kin; find, That the whole sub-

ject must be divided equally amongst the whole children of the marriage." And
upon advising a petition and answers, they adhered.

Lord Ordinary, Pifour. For the Pursuer, Cronbie. For the Defender, Lockhart, J. Grame.

Clerk, Gibion.

A I. Fac. Col. No 5. p. i2_

S EC T. I.

Ifnport of a Provision to be a Bairn in the House.-

36l9 . February 14. M'MATH aganrt M'CALL.

MARGARET M'CALL and her spouse pursue Patrick M'Call her brother, ex.
ecutor to John M'Call their father, and M'Call her other brother, and heir, for
his interest, for payment to her and her spouse of the equal half of the goods
in their father's confirmed testament, and for the half also of the bonds li-
belled due to her father, and assigned by him to Patrick, whereto Patrick
hras right as executor or bairn; hoc medio, because their father by his bond was
obliged, his heirs and executors, to make her at his death as meikle of his gear
as any of his two sons, and should noways defraud, her thereof, and that she.
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shoIld be equal portioner with his two sons. Alleged, By the bond she has no
right but to such gear as he had the time of his -decease, and it is confessed by
the summons, that before his decease he had assigned the bonds libelled to Pa-
trick. Replied, Oppones the bond and inhibition thereon, before the assigna-
tion. Repels the allegeance, in respect of the reply.-In that same case, de-
falcation of debts and legacies left to relict bairns and oyes, but only to stran-
gers. Alleged, Defalcation of sums paid, given up by the heritor, owing
to the persons specified in the testament, and of sums left in legacy, which
debts and legacies he rhas paid. Find the allegeance relevant for the debts
and legacies left by John, and contained in his confirmed testament, to infer
allenarly defaloations of such debts and legacies as are left therein to strangers,
noways of legacies left therein to the relict bairus and oyes.

Clerk, Hay.

F?. Dic. v. 2. p. 276. Nicolson, MS. No 172. p. 122.

1622. February S. FINLAYSoN against VEITCn.

JANET FINLAYSON, daughter to umquhile Adam Finlaysoin, being married up-
on one Veitch, the said Adam obliged himself by contract, that the said Janet,
notwithstanding of her forisfamiliation, should have her bairn's part of gear and
portion-natural, with the remnant of his bairns the time of his decease, and of
Elizabeth Wallace his spouse; whereupon the bairns of the said umquhiile Janet
Finlayson being decerned executors to their mother, who died after the decease
of Adam her father, pursue the said Adam's executors for payment of her por-
tion-natural belonging to her, as one of the defunct's bairns, and also for her
part of the dead's third, who died intestate, and, consequently, claiming her
part of the said defunct's third to be divided betwixt her and the rest of the
defunct's bairns. Against which the defender alleged, That the foresaid clause
of the contract gave her right only to the portion-natural, and could not be ex-
tended in her favour for any of the dead's part, which behoved totally to per-
tain to the bairns unfoiisfamiliated the time of the father's decease, who of the
law only were his executors; seeing the pursuer Janet could not be his executrix
of the law, being then forisfamiiatted as said is, at his decease. And as to the
provision of the contract, he alleged, That by the express words thereof above
written, the pursuer had right allenarly to the portion-natural, which excluded

her from all benefit of the dead's part. The pursuer replied, That she behoved
to have both a portion-natural and a part of the dead's third, seeing the con-
tract appoiits, that she should have a bairn's part and portion-natural with the
rest of the bairns, notwithstanding of her forisfamiliation ; which clause gave

as much right to the pursuer of the defunct's goods as the rest of the bairns
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