IN THE ELECTION COURT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

NOTE OF ARGUMENT FOR
THE PETITIONERS

in the petition
under the Representation of the People Act 1983
of
TIMOTHY MORRISON & OTHERS,
PETITIONERS
against
ALISTAIR CARMICHAEL MP & ANOTHER,

RESPONDENTS

Introduction

This Note of Argument has been prepared for the Petitioners in
advance of the preliminary trial on their petition which has been set
down for 7 & 8 September 2015. The issues raised at this stage of
proceedings relate to the construction to be given to section 106 of
the Representation of the People Act 1983 (the “Act”). This note
deals with these issues, and not with the general background to the
petition or the conduct and nature of parliamentary election petition
procedure’. It is also the statement required under Rule of Court
69.13 (1) of the matters on which the petitioners intend to lead

evidence.

!Summarised in Erskine May, 24™ edition, pages 29-31; and for historical background
see Morris, Parliamentary Elections, Representation and the Law, 2011, pages 80-99
(Advocates Library, shelf KD 4329).
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2. Section 106 of the Act provides as follows (words and phrases

discussed below are underlined):

“(1) A person who, or any director of any body or association

(2)

(5)

(6)

(7)

corporate which—
(a)  before or during an election,
(b) for the purpose of affecting the return of any

candidate at the election,

makes or publishes any false statement of fact in relation to the

candidate’s personal character or conduct shall be guilty of an

illegal practice, unless he can show that he had reasonable
grounds for believing, and did believe, the statement to be true.
A candidate shall not be liable nor shall his election be avoided
for any illegal practice under subsection (1) above committed by
his agent other than his election agent unless—

(a) it can be shown that the candidate or his election
agent has authorised or consented to the committing
of the illegal practice by the other agent or has paid
for the circulation of the false statement
constituting the illegal practice; or

(b)  an election court find and report that the election of

the candidate was procured or materially assisted in

consequence of the making or publishing of such

false statements.

Any person who, before or during an election, knowingly
publishes a false statement of a candidate’s withdrawal at the
election for the purpose of promoting or procuring the election
of another candidate shall be guilty of an illegal practice.

A candidate shall not be liable, nor shall his election be avoided,
for any illegal practice under subsection (5) above committed by
his agent other than his election agent.

In the application of this section to an election where a
candidate is not required to have an election agent, references to
an election agent shall be omitted and the reference in

subsection (6) above to an illegal practice committed by an
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agent of the candidate shall be taken as a reference to an illegal
practice committed without the candidate's knowledge and

consent.”

3.  The section is complex, and several significant words and concepts
are undefined. It is important at the beginning to note that there are
a number of matters of fact and of interpretation which are
undisputed and clear. It is not in dispute that the first respondent
made certain statements in April 2015 as described in the next
paragraph; that this was ‘before or during an election”; and that he was
at that time a candidate in that election. Nor is it disputed that the
statements in question were false, in that (at the least) he ‘misstated
his awareness’ of certain matters. The particular issues raised in
relation to the construction of section 106(1) of the Act in the present
case are (1) whether section 106 is engaged by “self-talking”’, i.e.
where the person making the statement and the candidate in relation
to whom the statement is made are the same individual; (2) whether
the statements in issue in this case relate to ‘personal character or
conduct’; and (3) whether the making of the statements in issue in
this case was ‘for the purpose of affecting the return of any candidate at
the election’. The petitioners position is that all three questions can be
answered ‘Yes' at this stage; that failing, the third question should be

sent for proof as described below.

4. The factual background to the case should be substantially
uncontroversial, and is here summarised. In February 2015 a
meeting took place between the First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon MSP,
and the French Ambassador. In March 2015, a memo as to what was
supposedly said at that meeting came into existence in the Scotland
Office, of which the first respondent was, from 7 October 2013 to 8
May 2015, the responsible minister (it had been created by a civil
servant of that department not present at that meeting). Its contents

are not significant for immediate purposes, (and are in any event

2 Parliament had been dissolved on 30 March 2015.
3 This is a neologism of the first respondent’s invention, not a term of art.
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admitted by the first respondent to be ‘not correct™) but were highly
politically significant in the 2015 general election campaign, which
took place from 30 March to 7 May 2015 and at which the first
respondent was a candidate for election in the Orkney and Shetland
constituency. That memo was drawn to the attention of the first
respondent by his special adviser, Euan Roddin. They discussed
‘sharing the memo with the press” and on 1 April 2015 Roddin did so
with the agreement of the first respondent by leaking it to the Daily
Telegraph, which published it®. It is inconceivable that the first
respondent would have authorised this without ascertaining the
contents of the memo. Roddin could not consistently with the
Cabinet Office Code of Conduct for Special Advisers’ have done so
without express authority from the first respondent (and would not
have done so without that authority); the first respondent was, and
must have known he was, responsible for Roddin’s conduct. The
memo’s accuracy was promptly denied by all participants in the
meeting and attention was then focussed on how, and by whom, it
came to be leaked. On the afternoon of 4 April, the Cabinet Secretary
instigated a Cabinet Office inquiry as how the memo came to be
written and leaked. As Roddin had used his official mobile phone to
contact the Telegraph, it was inevitable that this inquiry would
establish his responsibility for doing so. The first respondent was
informed of this inquiry. He then made a number of statements
denying knowledge of, and responsibility for, the leak: a position he
and his party leadership on his behalf maintained publicly until 22
May 2015. Thus, in an interview with the Daily Record on 5 April®,
he suggested that a civil servant was responsible and said he was
“first made aware of the leaked memo on Friday afternoon when he was
contacted by a journalist from the Daily Telegraph...The first time I saw

the memo was in the pages of the Telegraph.” During an interview with

4 Letter by first respondent to First Minister, 22 May 2015.
5 Quotation from Cabinet Office press release of 22 May 2015, published at
https:/ [ www.gov.uk / government / news/ scotland-office-memorandum-leak-cabinet-

office-inquiry-statement and produced.

§ ‘Nicola Sturgeon secretly backs David Cameron’ (Daily Telegraph, 3 April 2015); produced.

7 See paragraph 3 (ix), 5, and 11 to this effect.

8Scottish Secretary Alistair Carmichael: 'I know who wrote Nicola Sturgeon memo but I'm not
telling’ (Daily Record, 5 April 2015) produced
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Channel 4 News on 5 April, the First Respondent stated “the first [
became aware of [the leak] ... was when I received a phone call on Friday
afternoon’ from a journalist making me aware of it”*. These denials and
statements, described by the First Respondent in his Answers as a
“mistate[ment] of his awareness” " were in fact false, as he has
admitted'?. The Cabinet Office inquiry continued until after the
general election, publishing its conclusions by way of press release
on 22 May"™. These were then accepted by the first respondent. At
that point, but not before then, the first respondent admitted
publicly his knowledge and “full responsibility” for the leak, which he
rightly described as “a serious breach of protocol” and a resigning

matter™.

5.  For the reasons more fully set out below, the Petitioners submit that
all three questions posed at paragraph 3 above are to be answered in
the affirmative in this case. These appear at present to be the only
matters in dispute in this case. There is no suggestion that, if they are
so answered, the election would not be void. It would follow that, on
so finding, the election court should certify accordingly to the
Speaker of the House of Commons in terms of section 144 (2) of the

Act.
(1) Whether statement maker and candidate can be the same individual

6. The first respondents note of argument suggests that ‘authorities to
date have supposed’ that they cannot. In fact, however, the question
has never been argued (unsurprisingly given how few cases there
have been) and has never required to be decided. In Erlam & Others v

Rahman [2015] EWHC 1215 (QB) (“Rahman”), paragraph 104, it was

?Te. 3 April.
1 Petition, stat 5  There is a video of the interview at

' Answer 9.
2 Thus he has apologized “without reservation” for not “being truthful” about the leak: The

Orcadian, 26 May 2015, p 5, produced.

3 Produced.
! See quotations collected, and photographed letter, in ‘Lib Dem Alistair Carmichael admits

responsibility for anti-Sturgeon leak’, Guardian, 22 May 2015 ; produced.
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rightly held that “the wording is wide enough to encompass a false
statement made in favour of a candidate (for example, that he was a
substantial philanthropist or had been awarded a medal for bravery) which
might affect his electoral chances, albeit positively rather than negatively”;
but that is of course not binding on this court. Accordingly, it is
necessary to return to first principles and to common sense in

answering this question.

7. It is clear that the person making the statement may be another
candidate, or an election agent of any candidate, or a member of the
public®. Section 106(1) of the Act applies “to any person who makes or
publishes a statement and not just to candidates or their agents”™®. The
wording of the provision is “deliberately wide””. Thus, in a three-
cornered contest, the election agent of candidate A might make a
false statement as to candidate B, or candidate C, or candidate A.
And it is also clear that such a statement might be about more than
one candidate, or indeed all three. Thus, for example, candidate A’s
agent might say “A is the only candidate in this election who has never
been convicted of fraud”; and this might be false in relation to A or to B
or to C, or even all of them. In each case, it would obviously be

within the section.

8. It is also clear that the statement in question must be false, in the
sense of incorrect rather than deliberately dishonest; but it need not
be defamatory; “this statute is not a graft upon the law of defamation™.
There is no reason why it should not encompass a false statement
made in favour of a candidate (e.g. that he is “a substantial

philanthropist™®” or a war hero®) as much as one made against him.

Indeed, even a person with no connection with the constituency; see the facts of
Fairbairn v SNP, 1979 SC 393 where the statement was originally made by a Sunday Mail
journalist. Section 106 (2) makes a distinction of no relevance for this purpose between
statements made by a candidate or election agent, and statements made by others.

16 R (Woolas) v Parliamentary Election Court [2012] QB 1 (“R (Woolas)”) at p 30H para [85].

17 Rahman at [104].

18 North Louth, (1911) 6 O'Malley & Hardcastle 103, page 166.

¥ Ralman, quoted above.

2 A picaresque example (although of course section 106 does not apply in the United
States) is Douglas Stringfellow, who was elected to the US Congress having claimed to
be the sole survivor of an OSS unit which was captured and tortured in a concentration
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Indeed, some false statements will be both in favour of a candidate
with some electors and against him or her with others: consider the
examples in North Louth of a claim that a candidate has accepted
judicial office and in Sunderland® of a claim that a candidate
sabotaged a fox-hunt; even more obviously, a statement that a
candidate is or is not a practising Muslim?® or Catholic®, or that he or
she is or is not anti-Semitic or homophobic. The provision catches
false statements of any kind made by “any person”, in respect of “any
candidate”: its limitations are otherwise (that it must be before or
during the election; that it must be in respect of personal character or
conduct, and that reasonable grounds may be shown for believing
the false statement to be true). The effect of subsection (2), that a
false statement not even authorised by the candidate or their election
agent will void an election if it procured or materially assisted the
election result, highlights that the primary purpose of the provision
is to protect the election rather than to punish the candidate

involved.

9. Inlight of (i) the fact that section 106(1) applies to positive as much
as to negative false statements, and (ii) the obvious point that the
person with most temptation to make a false statement in relation to
a candidate is the candidate with most to gain from it, it would be
curious if, as the First Respondent suggests, the person who might
be most likely to make that statement is the only person in the world
who could not be caught by the terms of this provision. Other

sections of the Act clearly strike at ‘false statements’ made by a

camp after parachuting into Germany in World War II to kidnap a prominent Nazi
nuclear scientist (none of which was true). This “intrepid tale aided him in upsetting [a] six-
term  incumbent’ in  1952: see House of Representatives Archives at
http:/ /history.house.gov/HistoricalHighlight/Detail /36418 . On the first respondents
argument, this farrago of ‘self-talking’ would not be a relevant false statement. Consider
further, among famous British 20* century fraudster MPs, Ignaz Trebitsch-Lincoln who
was elected MP for Darlington in 1910 and Horatio Bottomley who was elected MP for
Hackney South in 1906: notoriously, on the whole they lied about themselves rather than
about others.

2 Sunderland (Borough of ); Storey v Doxford (1896) 5 O'M & H 53.

2 Notoriously made against President Obama, see for example ‘Smears 2.0: The Internet
helps fuel the ugly insinuation that Obama is a stealth Muslim, reviving an ancient hate’ (Los
Angeles Times, 3 December 2007).

% See the passages from Meath North, (1892) 4 O'M & H 185, and Meath South, (1892) 4
O'M & H 130, quoted in Rahman at paragraphs 155-156.
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particular person of themselves: see sections 62, 62A, 65, 65A as
examples. Support for the proposition that they would be so caught
can also be found in (i) the terms of subsection (2) of section 106,
which provision makes clear that the candidate’s election agent
would be caught; and (ii) in section 67(2) of the Act, which allows a
candidate to appoint himself as his own election agent, and provides
that, upon doing so, a candidate “shall, so far as circumstances admit,
be subject to the provisions of this Act both as a candidate and as an
election agent, and, except where the context otherwise requires, any
reference in this Act to an election agent shall be construed to refer to the
candidate acting in his capacity of election agent.” It would be not
merely curious but absurd if an election agent who was not the
candidate could be found liable for a false statement made or
published contrary to section 106(1), but an election agent who was
also the candidate could not be so found. Such an absurd result
cannot be one which was intended by Parliament in enacting section
106(1) of the Act, and the First Respondent’s suggestion that it does
not apply to “self-talking” (or self-publishing) accordingly ought to

be rejected.

(2) Whether statement one relating to personal character or conduct

10.

There is a broad distinction between ‘political’ statements which
Parliament “trusted the good sense of the electorate” to be able to
discount, and those relating to a candidate’s personal character or
conduct, the truth or otherwise of which the electorate might be
“ynable to discern”? in the middle of an election campaign. The
ability to make false private or personal statements about a
candidate works against free elections, on the basis that the effect
created by such statements may not be able to be countered in
proper time (if at all)”: that is why the consequence is that the

election is declared void.

% R (Woolas) at p 39F-G para [110].

% Tbid.
¥ Ibid,

and North Louth at page 166-7.
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11. Some statements are self-evidently personal, such as those relating
to a candidate’s family, sexual conduct, personal honour, or religion
or belief: e.g. the (false) statement that President Obama is “a stealth
Muslim”, and indeed all the examples in paragraph 8 above. Others
are obviously political, such as statements as to a candidate’s
supposed support for a foreign enemy in wartime®. Whilst it has
been said that a statement must be either political or personal, and
that “[i]t cannot be both”?, it is obvious that there is “no sharp dividing
line separating what is personal from what is political”* and there may
be statements as to which there is room for differences of opinion.
Nevertheless, whether a statement relates to personal character and
conduct should be apparent on its face; the thought processes of the
person making the statement, or of members of its audience, are not
relevant, because the test must be objective. A statement which goes
to the heart of the candidates personal reputation is a statement as to
his personal character and conduct. When a candidate is accused of
corruption in political office, that is a statement to the effect that the
candidate is personally dishonest and thus as to his personal
character and conduct®. “The only difference between corruption and
wilful and dishonourable breach of duty is one of degree, not principle”™.
The mere fact, in short, that there is a political background does not
disqualify something from being ‘personal’: consider the personal
nature of the politically explosive revelation that an MP is having an
affair with another MP’s wife*. In North Louth®, it was taken as an
archetype of a statement as to personal conduct that a minister had
“betrayed Cabinet secrets to a foreign friend”: it would be no better if the
betrayal was to a British journalist, which precisely describes the
conduct of the first respondent and which he falsely denied. And
while the first respondent might say that the leak of the memo was

political, his denial of personal responsibility was purely personal.

% Cockermouth Division of the County of Cumberland (1901) 5 O'M & H 155.
* R (Woolas) at p 39H para [111].

" North Louth, p 158.

3 R (Woolas) at p 40E para [114]

2 North Louth, p 158.

5 Aehnied v Afzal [2008] EWHC B5 (QB) and the example cited at para [20].
# At page 158, adopted in R (Woolas) at paragraph 107
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12.

13

In the present case, the First Respondent was personally dishonest in
stating that he first became aware of the leak after it happened, and
so bore no personal responsibility for this dishonourable act®. That
the First Respondent’s “(mis)state[ment] of his awareness” was untrue
was only made clear by the findings of the Cabinet Office
investigation, in which the First Respondent confirmed that he had,
in fact, been asked by his Special Advisor for his view on sharing the
memo with the press before its release, and that he had agreed that
its release should occur; and that is now common ground between
the parties. He did not commit this dishonesty in his capacity of a
Cabinet minister; if he had, no Cabinet investigation would have
been necessary. He committed it in his capacity of a person who was

a candidate at the upcoming election.

As a deliberate attempt to conceal the truth as to Mr Carmichael’s
knowledge of and involvement in the release of the memorandum,
this false statement cannot be said other than to relate directly to Mr
Carmichael’s personal character and standing, namely his integrity
as an individual. This he appears, rightly, to accept: thus his correct
admission “...my behaviour has done damage to the relationship of
trust... I've certainly damaged my own standing”*. His false statements
were not of the nature of a political promise reneged upon; they
were an attempt by a candidate to cover up his personal
involvement in and responsibility for an attempted smear. This went
to his honour and personal character: it was a false denial of
dishonourable conduct. That is as much within the section as a false
allegation that he had betrayed Cabinet secrets would have been;
and the impugned statement being a false statement of fact in
relation to the “personal character” of Mr Carmichael, accordingly
falls within the scope of section 106(1), a finding to that effect ought

to be made.

% Torcuil Crichton & Alan McEwen, ‘Scottish Secretary Alistair Carmichael: “I know who
wrote Nicola Sturgeon memo but I'm not telling”’ (Daily Record, 5 April 2015 at 10:00pm;

(copy produced).
% The Orcadian,, 26 May 2015, pages 5 and 6, produced.
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(3) Whether statements made for the purpose of affecting the return of

any candidate at the election

14.

15.

By way of preface to this chapter of the argument, the first
respondent phrases this question as whether “the averments in the
petition disclose a relevant offer to prove that” they were so made. But
nothing in the Act imports what he describes as “the conventional
Scottish approach to testing ... relevancy” (whatever that may be). Such
an approach would be inconsistent with Rule of Court 69.13 and
69.14, which makes plain that the matters which may be the subject
of evidence are the totality of those averred in the pleadings and
those set forth in the parties Statements of Issues under that rule:
thus, (a) the petition and (b) this Note (unless in accordance with
that Rule the first respondent has also lodged such a statement).

These must, of course, between them give fair notice.

In any event, the question here is: why did he falsely deny his
responsibility for the leak? What end did he have in view when he
did so? If it was not for the purpose of affecting the election, what
was its purpose? It is very significant, indeed decisive of this
question on the material before the court, that he makes no
suggestion that he had any other purpose than affecting the election;
if he did, he could have said so. Why, then, should the obvious
inference not be made, that it was for the purpose of affecting his
own prospects of return? In the absence of direct evidence as to the
purpose of a given statement of this kind, the question whether it
has been made or published ‘for the purpose of affecting the return of
any candidate at the election’ is necessarily one of inference. His
‘purpose’ is the issue; not his ‘motive’ as the first respondent
suggests. In the present case, the context in which the impugned
statement was made is of central importance. That context is now set
out below; while it is largely factual, it is not understood to be
disputed or said to be materially incomplete by the first respondent
(if it was, he would have said so in his note of argument, where he

says however it is “largely undisputed”).
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16. In the build up to 7 May 2015, there was well known to be a ‘surge’
in support for the Scottish National Party. Polling data consistently
suggested that the SNP would win more than 50 seats® in Scotland,
possibly every seat, including the hitherto ‘safe’ Liberal Democrat
seat of Orkney and Shetland®. Further, more former Liberal
Democrat voters were shown to have switched to the SNP since 2010
than to either the Labour Party or the Conservative®. These
suggestions were within the knowledge of the first respondent. He
repeatedly and correctly stated publicly that his own constituency
had effectively become “a straight fight”*!. His own election literature
emphasised “It’s Alistair or the SNP”*. It will further inevitably have
been within his knowledge that, other things being equal, the
electorate prefers candidates who it perceives as honest and
honourable to candidates it does not so perceive; he has rightly
admitted this®>. As he himself said (in commenting on the Woolas
case)* “No-one would expect candidates to spend their time highlighting
their opponents’ virtues but to suggest any smear is justifiable must be
wrong. Most worryingly it betrays an attitude that I had hoped would have
been eradicated by the expenses scandals of the last parliament — namely
that different rules should apply to MPs than apply to the rest of the
population. If Tesco tried to smear the Co-op in the same way it would soon
be in trouble. Why should politics be different?... The right to freedom of

speech is a fundamental one but it does bring a responsibility with it to tell

% See e.g. Harry Lambert & Tom Monk, ‘Ashcroft polls show sensational surge for SNP and
suggest they will win more than 50 MPs in May’ (May2015.com, 4 February 2015): “Lord
Ashcroft’s seat-by-seat polls of Scottish constituencies have confirmed what national polls have
suggested for months: the SNP are set to win more than 50 Scottish MPs (out of 59), and redraw
the political landscape. The polls findings show an SNP surge beyond the expectations of an even
the most optimistic nationalists, and confirm that a hung parliament is a near inevitability.
Ashcroft’s polls, leaked ahead of schedule late last night, surveyed 16 of Scotland’s 59 seats, and
Eut the SNP in front in 15 of them ...”.

? Shetland Times, ‘Predictor puts SNP ahead in running for Northern Isles seat’ (Shetland
Times, 7 April 2015).

0 Severin Carroll, ‘Lib Dems will have to rely on tactical voting to hold off SNP, says Ashdown’
(Guardian, 20 March 2015).

“! See for example Press and Journal, 26 March 2015; The Orcadian, 9 April 2015.

2 ‘Northern Isles News’, spring 2013, and ‘Orkney and Shetland shortchanged by the SNP’,
Froduced.

3 The Orcadian, 26 May 2015, produced.

# Letter from Westminster’, Shetland Times, 12 November 2010.
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17.

18.

the truth. The right to smear an opponent is not one we should be

defending.”

On 3 April 2015 at 1.47pm, the statement which he had been
responsible for putting into the public domain (viz. that the First
Minister would prefer David Cameron to remain as Prime Minister)
was described by her on Twitter as “categorically, 100%, untrue”®.
The day after, a spokesman for the French Ambassador confirmed
Ms Sturgeon’s position, telling ITV News that Ms Sturgeon did not
“touch on her personal political preferences with regards to the future
Prime Minister” during their meeting in February®. It thus appeared
that, as the first respondent has now accepted”, the contents of the
memo were in this regard untrue: its publication was a smear of the

kind he had rightly condemned in 2010.

Against that background, the day after Ms Sturgeon’s Twitter denial
had been corroborated by the French Ambassador and the Cabinet
Secretary had announced his inquiry, the First Respondent gave an
interview to Channel 4 News in which he stated “the first I became
aware of this [assumed to be a reference to the leak] ... was when I received
a phone call on Friday afternoon from a journalist making me aware of it”.
The same day, the First Respondent told the Daily Record® that the
type of conversation which had taken place between Ms Sturgeon
and the French Ambassador was one which “take[s] place between
government officials and diplomats all the time and it’s important people
can have confidence in the confidentiality of them”: this statement was
true (albeit it could not honestly be made by someone responsible
for breaching that confidentiality). When asked if the memo was
then an example of a “dirty trick”, the First Respondent said “[t]hese
things happen from time to time. I think it's regrettable”. He rightly did
not demur from the phrase “dirty trick” as descriptive of the leak; but

he denied responsibility, stating “This is not somebody in public life, it's

% https: / / twitter.com /nicolasturgeon / status /584094997890359297.

TV News, ‘French ambassador: Sturgeon did not discuss PM “preference” (ITV News, 4
April 2015 at 12:51am).

 First respondent’s letter to First Minister, 22 May 2015, produced.

%8 See footnote to paragraph 11 above.
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19.

a civil servant — so he’s entitled to the inquiry being done properly”. In
doing so, his only plausible purpose can have been to protect his
own reputation until the election was over and so affect his
prospects. He was aware of the Cabinet Office inquiry; he was aware
that this would inevitably discover the truth; he was aware that
unless he admitted his responsibility this would become public
knowledge only after the election. Why then delay revealing the
truth until after the election: were the delay, and the election,
unconnected? The first respondent has nothing to say in answer to

this, he leaves it to inference, but the question answers itself.

Against the background of a well-regarded leader of a popular party
having been shown to be the victim of a smear®, it may reasonably
be inferred that the First Respondent, in “mis[stating] his awareness”
of the leak, was attempting to conceal the truth about his personal
dishonesty in order to protect his chances of being elected to
Parliament, and to prevent his losing any sympathy votes to the
party which his own campaign material identified as the real threat
in his constituency®; it was calculated to have that effect. Having
written what he had in 2010, he would have been open to serious
charges of hypocrisy on it becoming known that he had done what
he had so eloquently condemned. On 7 May 2015, the First
Respondent was elected having secured 9,407 (41.4%) votes, as
compared to the 8,590 (37.8%) for the runner-up SNP candidate,
2,025 (8.9%) for the Conservative, 1,624 (7.1%) for Labour, and 1,082
(4.8%) for UKIP candidates: a majority for the First Respondent of
817 (3.6%) votes, down from 9,928 (51.3%) votes in 2010 (when he
took 11,989 votes, 62.0%).

“ As the Daily Telegraph article on the leak explained “The disclosure of her private

comments may undermine Miss Sturgeon’s new-found popularity, after she was judged by snap
opinion polls to have "won” Thursday night's general election debate with six other party

leaders”.

%0 A Liberal Democrat flyer distributed in the Orkney & Shetland constituency on behalf
of the first respondent and to his instructions in the campaign, and which was headed
“The Choice for us on May 7th", showed three boxes: the left hand box contained the name

“ Alistair Carmichael” and a series of ticks; the middle (smaller) box contained the word

“OR” in capital letters; and the right hand box contained the phrase “A Nationalist who

will take his orders from Edinburgh” followed by a series of crosses.
51/ Letter from Westminster’, Shetland Times, 12 November 2010, quoted above.
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20.

21.

22

In the whole circumstances, the only reasonable inference which
may be drawn from the timing, content, and context of the statement
in issue is that he made it for the purpose of affecting the return of a
candidate at the election—the First Respondent himself, but for that
matter also his rivals—and a finding to that effect accordingly ought

to be made.

The petitioners however accept that it is in the nature of this
question that it involves a consideration of the factual context.
Because this does not appear to be materially disputed, it is their
primary position that it can nevertheless be answered at this stage
without the need for a further hearing. If however the first
respondent were to put material facts in issue, and if he were to
suggest that he had some other purpose when he made his false
statements, it might well be that this question would require to be
resolved after proof. In that case, the petitioners would submit that
(while Rule of Court 69.13 - 14 deals with how fair notice should be
given of the evidence to be led) it would be appropriate for the first
respondent to be ordained to set out precisely what facts and
inferences in this Note he says are in issue, and why; and also to set

out what he says was his purpose in making these statements.

The first respondent argues that under section 106 of the Act there is
a burden of proof on the petitioner to the criminal standard, by
reference to the case of R v Rowe, ex parte Mainwaring [1992] 1 WLR
1059. That concerned the more serious category of ‘corrupt practices’;
section 106 creates only an ‘illegal practice’ which may be excused as
inadvertent under section 167 of the Act, cannot be prosecuted on
indictment, does not result in the same penalties, and is thus
distinguishable. But more fundamentally: these are civil
proceedings, as shown by sections 123 (2), 146, and 157 (3) of the Act
in particular. From that it must follow that the ordinary rule in civil
proceedings when the commission of a criminal offence is in issue

should apply: that this is subject to the ordinary civil standard

—Page 15 of 17—
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(Mullan v Anderson 1993 SLT 835; Scottish Ministers v Stirton 2014 SC
218, Re SB (Children) (Care Proceedings: Standard of Proof) [2010] 1 AC
678; the authorities to this effect all postdate the decision in ex parte
Mainwaring). Jugnauth v Ringadoo makes all this plain as a general
proposition: paragraphs 16-20. Note also section 157 (2); this imports
the pre-1868 practice in this regard of the House of Commons, and
there is no suggestion this ever applied the criminal standard to the
question before it. But of course the question as to the burden of
proof is a question as to the proof of disputed facts; if, as appears to
be the case here, there are no disputes as to the material facts it has
no relevance. Accordingly, this argument does not require to be

resolved at this hearing.
JONATHAN MITCHELL, QC
LESLEY IRVINE, Advocate

28 August 2015

—Page 16 of 17—
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Scotland Office memorandum leak: Cabinet Office inquiry statement - Press releases - GOV.UK
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5 GOV.UK

Press release
Scotland Office memorandum leak: Cabinet

Office inquiry statement

From: Cabinet Office (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/cabinet-office) and Scotland
Office (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/scotland-office)
First published: 22 May 2015

This statement follows the completion of an inquiry into a leaked Scotland Office memorandum.

s Following the leak of a Scotland Office memorandum that formed

! the basis of a story in the Daily Telegraph on 3 April, the Cabinet
Secretary instigated a Cabinet Office-led leak inquiry to establish
\ . how this memo came to be written and how it got into the public

domain. The inquiry process is now complete.

The memo
The investigation team interviewed the civil servant in the Scotland Office who produced the memo. He

confirmed under questioning that he believed that the memo was an accurate record of the
conversation that took place between him and the French Consul General, and highlighted that the
memo had stated that part of the conversation between the French Ambassador and the First Minister

might well have been “lost in translation”.

Senior officials who have worked with him say that he is reliable and has no history of inaccurate
reporting, impropriety or security lapses. The Cabinet Secretary has concluded that there is no reason
to doubt that he recorded accurately what he thought he had heard. There is no evidence of any

political motivation or ‘dirty tricks’.

The leak

In investigating the source of the leak, the investigation team searched all relevant official phone
records, emails and print logs. Those who had access to the memo were asked to complete a
questionnaire on what they did with the memo when they received it. They were then interviewed.

The investigation established the following facts:

« an official mobile phone was used to make telephone calls to one of the authors of the Daily
Telegraph story. This phone was held by Euan Roddin, previously Special Adviser to the then
Secretary of State for Scotland, Alistair Carmichael

o Mr Roddin confirmed that he provided a copy of the Scotland Office memo to a Daily Telegraph
journalist on 1 April 2015, and discussed the memo with the journalist on a number of occasions.
He told the investigation team that he acted in what he saw as the public interest and that in his
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view the public needed to be aware of the position attributed to the First Minister

« Alistair Carmichael confirmed that he had been asked by Mr Roddin for his view of the possibility
of sharing the memo with the press. Mr Carmichael agreed that this should occur. He recognises
that, as a Secretary of State, he was responsible for his own conduct and that of his Special
Adviser. He could and should have stopped the sharing of the memo and accordingly accepts
responsibility for what occurred

« no-one else had any involvement in the leaking of the memo

The investigation team has therefore concluded that Mr Roddin, with the assent of Mr Carmichael in
the circumstances described above, was the direct source of the Daily Telegraph story. The Cabinet
Secretary has accepted their findings in full. Mr Carmichael and Mr Roddin have also accepted the
conclusions.

Neither Mr Carmichael nor Mr Roddin will take their severance pay.

Share this page

 Share on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F
%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews°/o2FscotIand-office-memorandum-leak-cabinet-office-inquiry-
statement)

e Share on Twitter (https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F
%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2FscotIand-ofﬂce-memorandum-leak-cabinet-office-inquiry-
statement&text=Scotland%200ffice%20memorandum%20leak
%3A%20Cabinet%200ffice%20inquiry%20statement)
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Nicola Sturgeon secretly backs David Cameron

The SNP leader told the French Ambassador in February that she would prefer that "David
Cameron remain” in Downing Street, according to an official account of their conversation

seen by The Daily Telegraph.

By Simon Johnson, and Peter Dominiczak

9:30PM BST 03 Apr 2015

READ: The Nicola Sturgeon memo in full

Nicola Sturgeon, the SNP leader, has privately said that she would "rather see" David Cameron win
the general election because Ed Miliband is not “prime minister material”, a leaked memorandum

seen by The Telegraph has revealed.

The SNP leader told the French Ambassador in February that she would prefer that "David Cameron
remain” in Downing Street, according to an official account of their conversation seen by this

newspaper.

Nicola Sturgeon denies the clalm and calls for Inquiry Into leaked memo
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The disclosure undermines public claims made by Miss Sturgeon this week that she wants to build a
"orogressive" alliance with Ed Miliband and other left-wing parties to keep the Conservatives out of

office.

It appears to confirm growing speculation in Scotland that the SNP would privately favour another
Conservative-led Westminster government - which it could campaign against in a bid to stoke up anti-

English sentiment and make an "out" vote more likely in another referendum.

Who won the debate

Miliband
Lab
15% Sturgeon
I SNP
28%

Cameron ® Bennett, Green 5%
Cons

18%
@ Wood, Plaid CYMRU 4% —— ‘
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The Telegraph has seen the official British Government memorandum which includes details of a

private meeting between Miss Sturgeon and Sylvie Bermann, the French Ambassador to the UK.

Here comes the women's revolution at Westminster

The memorandum which was written by a senior British civil servant, dated March 6th, states: "Just
had a telephone conversation with Pierre-Alain Coffinier (PAC), the French CG [consul-general}. He
was keen to fill me in on some of the conversations his Ambassador had during her visit to Scotland

last week. All of this was given on a confidential basis."

It continues: "The Ambassador....had a truncated meeting with the FM [Nicola Sturgeon, the First
Minister] (FM running late after a busy Thursday...). Discussion appears to have focused mainly on
the political situation, with the FM stating that she wouldn’t want a formal coalition with Labour; that
the SNP would almost certainly have a large number of seats... that she’d rather see David Cameron

remain as PM (and didn’t see Ed Miliband as PM material)."

The civil servant appeared so surprised by the private admission made by Miss Sturgeon that he

questioned whether there might have been an issue with the "translation" during the conversation.

However, it was later established that the conversation took place in English as all the French officials
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are fluent.

It is a common diplomatic courtesy if an ambassador to the UK visits one of the three devolved
administrations in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland for the British Government to be given an

official readout of the conversation although the SNP leader, who has only been in position since the

autumn, may have been unaware of this formality.

The disclosure of her private comments may undermine Miss Sturgeon's new-found popularity, after

she was judged by snap opinion polls to have "won" Thursday night's general election debate with six

other party leaders.
Read a full profile of Nicola Sturgeon here
Read a full profile of Ed Miliband leader here

VIDEO: Nicola Sturgeon: SNP leader in 60 seconds:

A number of Labour MPs openly praised Ms Sturgeon's performance and said that her success made

the prospect of a power-sharing agreement with the SNP more likely.
But some backbenchers were privately furious that Mr Miliband did not do more to challenge her.

Responding to the claims, a spokesman for Ms Sturgeon said: "As the First Minister has said, this
story - which is based on a UK government document - is categorically, 100 per cent untrue. It must

be a belated April fool.

"As Nicola has said on numerous occasions, she wants to see the back of a Tory government which is
decisively rejected by the people of Scotland and, unlike Labour, the SNP is the only party that had

promised to lock David Cameron out of Downing Street."

A spokesman for the French Embassy claimed that the meeting with Ms Sturgeon "did not touch on

her personal political preferences with regards to the future prime minister".

Yesterday, Miss Sturgeon was mobbed after she returned to Scotland in scenes reminiscent of the

"Cleggmania" recorded after the Liberal Democrat leader's success in the 2010 general election

debates.

In other developments in the election campaign on Friday:



Mr Miliband was being urged by senior Labour MPs to consider pulling out of a second debate with Miss Sturgeon
and other minority parties amid concerns that they will "hang the issue of austerity around his neck".

It was disclosed that Nigel Farage's suggestion during the debate that foreigners with HIV should not be treated on
the NHS was a carefully planned move to fire up Ukip's core vote, a strategy insiders have dubbed “shock and awful”.

George Osborne, the Chancellor, and Michael Gove, the Chief Whip, repeatedly refused to rule out a power sharing
agreement with Ukip in the event of a hung parliament.

A senior City figure warned of the damage that an uncertain election campaign may have on the financial markets

Despite official statistics saying that living standards are improving, Labour will release a campaign poster this
weekend claiming that Tory policies cost families £1,100 a year

Miss Sturgeon’s comments may threaten the SNP’s huge opinion poll lead in Scotland, which is built

on the support of traditional Labour voters who have grown disillusioned with the party but remain

hostile to the Tories.

Yesterday, unaware that the memo had been leaked to the Telegraph, she continued to openly back Mr

Miliband.
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"If the SNP and Labour combined have more MPs than the Tories do - if there is an anti-Tory majority

- we can lock David Cameron out of Downing Street," she said.

"I've challenged Ed Miliband, and I do so again: if we have that anti-Tory majority, the SNP has said

we will vote to stop a Tory government even getting off the ground."

Jim Murphy, the Scottish Labour leader, and Willie Rennie, the Scottish Liberal Democrat leader, said
the “astonishing” account of her comments proves that the SNP really wants a Tory Government with

few or no MPs in Scotland, allowing the party to push the case for a second independence referendum.

Mr Murphy said: "This is a devastating revelation that exposes the uncomfortable truth behind the
SNP's General Election campaign. For months Nicola Sturgeon has been telling Scots she wants rid of
David Cameron yet behind closed doors with foreign governments she admits she wants a Tory

Government. It's déja vu all over again - the SNP say one thing in public but another private."

SNPX
STRONGER FOR SCOTLAND

Mr Rennie said: “It is astonishing that Nicola Sturgeon can look people in the eye and declare the SNP

would never support the Conservatives in government when in private she secretly wants them to win.

"Despite her fluffy, positive words about working with the rest of the UK this reveals her sole
ambition is to break up the UK. I've no doubt that the Tories in government alone would fuel the
Nationalist fires. She is open with foreign diplomats about her wishes now she needs to end the

chicanery and be open with the voters."

Ms Sturgeon’s stated views in the document come after a number of opinion polls showed that Mr
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Cameron has significantly higher approval ratings in Scotland than Mr Miliband.

The Celegraph
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News Politics Nicola Sturgeon

Scottish Secretary Alistair Carmichael: 'l
know who wrote Nicola Sturgeon memo but
I'm not telling'

22:00,5 APRIL 2015  BY TORCUIL CRICHTON , ALAN MCEWAN
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Recommended On The

CARMICHAEL says that a Scotland Office civil servant is behind the RQCOI'd
leaked memo, but refused to go into further detail.

MIKE ASHLEY
Rangers board
ready for war after
discovering Mike
Ashley’s Sports
Direct deal could
last until 2022

SCOTTISH LABOUR

. Labour member
speaks out after
Cybernats failed to
break him with
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‘Labour must
change the debate.. they
are the party for social
justice’

GLASGOW
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Alistair Carmichael says a Scotland Office civil servant

A SCOTLAND Office civil servant was behind the leaked memo that claimed Nicola
Sturgeon wants David Cameron to remain as Prime Minister.

GLASGOW

' Boy, 10, tells how
he witnessed
tombstone fall on
tragic Glasgow
graveyard pal
Ciaran
Williamson

Scottish Secretary Alistair Carmichael has fingered an official in his own department
for writing the note.

But the Lib Dem refused to name the individual now at the centre of a Whitehall

inquiry and a furious political row.

Carmichael, who remains in charge of the Scotland Office during the general election
campaign, said yesterday: “| know the person involved but I'm not going to go beyond
that.

SCOTTISH LIBERAL
DEMOCRATS

Lib Dem
Broccoliars follow
Lib Dem leaks and
Lib Dem tumshies..
Sir Malcolm Bruce
makes it worse for
Alistair Carmichael

“This is not somebody in public life, it'’s a civil servant - so he's entitled to the inquiry
being done properly”

The leaked memo claimed that First Minister Sturgeon privately told French
ambassador Sylvie Bermann the SNP would rather see a Tory government - and that
she didn't see Labour leader Ed Miliband as “prime minister material”.




Sturgeon immediately dismissed the report as “100 per cent untrue”and called for a
high-level probe into the leak

And responding to Mr Carmichael’s comments, the First Minister said: *| think Alistair
Carmichael really needs te question his whole appraach to polltics if he thinks dirty
tricks and smear campaigns are just how things are done in electlons.

*| take a very different view. | think elections should be a battle of posltive ideas and
that's how I'll continue to campaign.”

The UK's top civil servant, Cabinet Secretary Sir Jeremy Heywood, has since launched
an inquiry

Sturgeon has accused Whitehall of "dirty tricks” over the leaked mema.

Boy, B, dies after
Glasgow camietary

acsldent a3 two
Injured pals rushad
t0 hpspltal

And yesterday, SNP depute leader Stewart Hosie said Carmichael’s admlssion that he
knows wha the culprit is had to be reported to the investigation,

Hosie said: "Alistair Carmlchael is a UK Cablnet Minister and so must be in no doubt
about the seriousness of the probe now ordered by the UK’s tap civil servant.

“If Mr Carmichael has information about who produced a document containing this
false account or indeed about who then leaked it - whether it is from within his own
civil service department or elsewhere - then he must provide that information ta Sir
leremy Heywood as a matter of urgency.

Carmichael said it was “absolutely right” that Heywood had launched an inquiry into
the leak - but he fatly refused to identify the civil servant who drafted the
document.

The Scottish Secretary acknowledged that the inquiry may take some time to report
but sald: ") see no reason it shouldn’t be done Fairly quickly”

He added: “These conversations take place between government officlats and
diplomats all the time and it's important people can have confidence In the
confidentiality of them

Kave you made up your imind how you will vote in
the General Election?
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“The Cabinet Secretary is the person to hold an inquiry and it's important that he gets
on to do his job now.

“This is routine procedure within government when these things happen.
“It's absolutely not my job to tell him how to do his.
“| can’t second-guess what he’s going to want to ask or do.

“I don't think the inquiry should be conducted through the pages of news-papers or

television screens’”

Carmichael said he was first made aware of the leaked memo on Friday afternoon
when he was contacted by a journalist from the Daily Telegraph.

He added: “The first time | saw the memo was in the pages of the Telegraph.

Play Video
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Asked if the memo was an example of “dirty tricks” during the election campaign,
Carmichael said: “These things happen from time to time. | think it’s regrettable’

He added: ‘| have no idea what Nicola Sturgeon said. We had a third-hand account of
it.

“But we know Nicola Sturgeon would like to have the Conservatives in Government

on their own at Westminister.

“The one thing that matters more than anything else to the Nationalists is getting
independence and they would see that as an opportunity to create a wedge between
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Scotland and the rest of the United Kingdom.”

Scottish Labour deputy leader Kezia Dugdale said last night: “The last 24 hours have

been dominated by suggestions that Nicola Sturgeon wants David Cameron to
remain Prime Minister.

“The real question is, what does David Cameron want?
"And it's pretty obvious what the answer to that one is.

“It’s not really a surprise that David Cameron wants the SNP to do well.

“It would be strange if he didn't because he knows his best chance of clinging on to

power is Scotland voting SNP on May 7
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David Cameron rules out

second independence

referendum by quoting Alex
Lmond: It was ‘settled for

generation’

| TORY leader Cameron
quoted the former first
minister, who originally
said the referendum
would settle the
question 'for a
generation, possibly a
lifetime’

Tory hardliner Michael Gove
heaps embarrassment on his
party by suggesting supporters
should vote LABOUR
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Nicola Sturgeon demands
inquiry into leaked memo

which claims she wants David

Cameron to remain in power

after General Election

THE First Minister
described the
explosive claim as
"100% untrue" and
revealed she had
demanded a Whitehall
probe into the leaking
of the private memo.

Civil Service boss orders probe into
leaked which claimed Nico
Sturgeon wanted to see David

Cameron remain in power
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of my life’

There are people whose
trust and confidence in me
has been damaged and |

] have to rebuild that. | don't

rebuild that by resigning . . .

ANDREW STEWART

“These have been the worst five days of
my life”, said Northern Isles MP Alisiair
Canmchae] this weel,

Hut speaking v The Orcadian on
T'uesday, he reiierated that he has no
intention ol resigning as MP and hay been
teceiving words of support from both
constituents and members of the House
of Commons.

Last Friday, M Carmichael accepted
responsibility for a leaked, pre-election
memo that led to an article in The Daily
Telegrup claisming that Scotland’s First
Minister would have preferred that David
Cameron remain in Duwning Street.

Leaked iu April, the Scottlsh Office
memo — which claimed that Nicola
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French Consul General in February -
resulted in a Cabinet Office inquiry, the
findings of which were released at the
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the leaked document led m the inquiry.
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that the memo stated that part of the con-
versation might well have been “lost in
translation”.
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ant] recorded .m.uuhaly what he thouight
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‘| could have stopped it, should have stopped it and didn’t

FEARREEREE.

From front page

responsibility for what
occurred.”

Speaking to The Orcadian
on Tuesday allernoon, Mr
Carmichael admitted he had
“candldly, Jet down’ hls sup-
porters, bug that he was deter-
mined to prove be can still do
his jah.

Unsurprisingly, Mr
Carmichael’s admission led to
considerable media attention
and calls for him to stand down
as MP.

tligh on the list of criticisms
was the fact that he had denled,
an record, having any knowl-
edge of the leaked meia

Cn April 4, Mr Carmichael
told Channel Four news: "l've
told yan - the first | became
aware ol this, and this is
already on the public record,
was when | received a phone
call on lay afternoon from
a jonrnalist making me awae
of it”

The same ilay, he told the
Daly Recard that: "The flrst
‘!mlmmmm Inthe

pages of U
Ask:.l thie mI whiy e

hiadd, In eifuct, Yo about his
partint
repliedi ") mide W seriota
error of judgement. For that,
I have apoleglsed to the First
Minister to the French ambas-
sidar; and | aisa apologised to
the local people here in Orkney
and Shetland. not Just for what
| did, bur because | wasn't
whally trethful about it

“I'm not going to hide from
that, not going to deny I, and
I'm not geing tu obfuscate,

e ball Mr Carmichind

done so In the interest of the
pracess behind the inquiry.

“Firsi of all. there was 4 pro«
cess, which was the inquiry
headed up hy the Cabimet
Office,” he said.

“That inquiry was not just
into the circumstarnces of the
leak, but also {nto the writing
of the document as well,

“I co-operated with that
Inquiry, as did tny special advi-
sor, and he told them that he
had been responsible for put-
ting the daocuimnent into the
publtc domaln;

“1 told them that [ had
known about it, and accepted
that 1 could have stopped it,
should have stapped it and
didn’t. o, once the process
was under 1:houghtit was
imporlant that it was allowed

Crowaiunder tops £27K in 24

hn:'pneaaum fas been
dubbell "mitsopile’, silent
ety wern hold 4o hoth
and Shetland, with

forty pouple st nding

The pmtm in I'Jrkmr:r.
crgusised by the Yes Orhney

Cathmiral on Saturday o
nooa, with anuther ;il-mnui
for this weekend.

On Monday. Yes Orkney —
the campaign group which
called for a Yes vote in the
2{)14 refvrendum on Scottish

ce — ed

“[ undarsrand the d 8
that has been dune to the rela-
tionship of rrust that | have
with my constituents, and my
determination ts nnw 10 prove
1can still do the job that [ have
done for the last 14 years - that
this was a one-off aberratiun,
and that my constituents can

still trust me to do the job that
they have elected me to do.
*l'am not underestimating
the scale of the challenge, and
the ditficulties I'm facing, but
that is what I'm going to do.*
As to why he waited until
after the General Elecrlon

lhat dney svould be instigating
acrowdfunding appeal to rase |

noney for legal representation,

whu.n would “hold Al!slarr_

to comiplele 1ts course and, as |
say,  co-operated ent{rely with
that process,

Uy Tuesday attermoon, Mr
Carmichael had already stated
he had ne intendon of resign-
ing as MP,

He repreated this to The
Orcadian -— categorically con-
(irming. once again, he would
not stand down; &

Wt 3skel how he would
respond to the calls for his
resignation, he sald: *I've been
down the street ioday and J've
had a lot of emalls, svme of
which say they think ! should
go.

“Most of the pecple win con-
tact me locally say they think
I should stay, but | fui cept
thal there are people whose
trust anc confidence in me iras

“legitimise” the campalgn,
almwhn;, o lhe chairnvoman

<ing on Monday, white
the crowdfunder was still
under the Yes Orkney banner,
Mrs Mclnnes explained why
the group’s members felt the
need o launch the appeal:

“It's a local issue with regard
to what happened with “the
local General Clection contest
in Orkoey, and it's a national
issue as well, abaut access to
justice and how e expect MPs,
or those wha seek to be MPs,
to hchave

Cauyuu really ailow shades

“of .les fna dcmmraw? I think

we've all’ ‘become a hit nor-
malised to the bad behaviour
of those In public office: peo-

Carmichael arc ior his
behaviour before. during and
after the election campalgn”

At the time The Orcadian
went to press, Lhe appeal had
ralsed over £2B,000 of their
targeted £60,000, with the
web page having gone live on
Tuesday marning. Over 1,700
individuals had donated.

The appeal is no longer
under the Yes Odkney group,
with the s now act-

berore admitting resy
ity, Mr Caimnichael said he had

ing as indlviduals In order to

p]e committicg crimes from

expenses.; battering pecple,

.pa:doph es, It's pretty bad
ving on, and 'l

what's been
don’t think by accepting any
lesser bad wiour we help.
miake palitics better.

“I think everyene, nu matter
what party vou beleng to, and
I think people in all parties,
would agree that vou have to
keep chipping away to main-
tain high standards,

“I'm very much af the view

been damaged, and | new have
10 vebuild that,

*I don't rebuild that Dy
resigning; I rebuild that by
getting on and doing the job
thatI've done for 14 years and
demonstrating that this was an
aberration In the way that L do,
and have dune, this job.

“Whethei they are loudly
protesting or quictly disap-
pointed, I know that | have
damaged my standiug in the
eyex ofa fot of peoaple.

“Valso ¢hink that there are 3
lot of peaple who do see thisin
a bigger context, and I've bad
soime” fantastic emails from
people that | have helped aver
the years — people I've helpedd
with imimigration problems:
peaple I've helped with their
Hght for compensation over

contaminated bloed supplies
- and people have said things
to me like "We wouldn’t have
avhieved what we did without
your help, and we achieved it
because you care about the
way you take on your work as
aconstituency ME” 1absolately
do, and | always have done.

“l have had messages say-
ing ‘Whatever you have dane,
you've accepted your respon-
sibility for it; you've apologised
for it and we're prepared to
continue supporting you.'

“Now, these are not neces-
sarily people who are going to
protest ot support, but theyv are
there,

"I've been out im the straet
tudlay. Qrkney Is my home, my
kids o © ol hete, my wife
has Jier business verz. i not

that it is not a party political
thing.

“Fur us, it's very much ab:aat
the quality of the; democ-
racy and the importance of
transparency”

I the crovedfunding appeal

"Thczsllr.nl pirotest outskde St Kagnus Cathedra! on Saturday,

Is successful, the grmup will
raise an election petition in
the eourts, which could begina
process 1o biave the resiit of the

UK Genera! Election in Orkney
and Shetland overtumed,
Hoveever, the petition has

going to hide.

“I've accepten mv respunsi-
blllty for* it and 1 will explain
myself to anybody who
requires it

He was then asked how he
would respond to these who
feel thac calls for a “second
chance” should net be up to
him, but shoukd be decided
thivugh a by-election,

[ie said: “I'e inzde a mis
take. People in all surts of
walks of life make mistakes
all the time, and | am a0t try-
ing to hide {rom that. I've been
elected for a term and thac's
what | intend to do.

“Other people, tn other par-
ues, have made mistakes al

Continited on page six
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o be lodged within 21 days of
the General Election — making
the deadline tomorrow, Friday.
May 29

For mure information, sce
wwiindiegoguicool/ projects/
thespeople-versus-variichael

CLARK THOMSON

Clek Theenace b
T Bow P Coing
et vl Yo

N / CHARTERLD INSUKANCE RROKLRS

| for all your insurance needs

scowren Tiowwn LG O pborna

. e,

<
Houss, Ao, Dl WS 1V - 010ER T
SEekioomsor oo gk
o 5% Wissdvia Semed. Porh PH1 18P Rocéstored = Scxtang ho 173507

y s Tyl Codt Attty

Thwrsday bright, wlih scattered occasionally
heavy and possibly lh:.-ndqty showers, Moderate tn
fresh nortiwest winds.

Friday bright, with sunny spelis and fewer

wind-swell.

rumble of thunder. F4-5 W 1o NW Iy winds.
Sea State: Mastty moderata, with a 2 metre W'y

mmmww*‘

showus, chemcn h-lil FRIDAY 29th: Bfighl with sunmy sﬁolls end
m‘.h ﬂ‘lﬁﬁ showers, stil the chance of a heavier one. F4-5 strengthening, with rain reaching Orkney around
The weekend mainly dry and bright, with NWty winds, mmmmummnﬂwmmasm
moderate Wy winds talling fight for 8 time, - Sea Stale: Mus‘lynmls.mmumemwu m,mmmswmw»,
Svengthaning Sy winds ringig s n Sy, Wind-swell. Sea St Porhiaps elight to moderat, wine
Tho following week possibly strting showery,bt Y rozmmswsewmw '
mmmwmwmastmwmm vk o : i
- . oULooK Aoy ]
i __ fa sl 2t Tmmwmg'c_empyaﬂéns ' uounAV R e m A
\ o R oreT S perhaps starting and ending with some rain of
WWW?N?WHWM’ snwmwﬁeansﬂ‘nwuus.mmpmm
"'"‘"’6'“'5"5. e brihter i with ighler winds midweek.
mmvmwﬂ suncty 5pefia end H Seasmauomiy mymwmﬁ
mmmmnmaww m-zmameswmwwmm ;

SUIID]Y S1st: Starting mainly dry and
bnnhl wlm Ilqnl winds then S lo SE'ly winds

Thu ¢ || Fr Sun % | Mon Wed s HIGH WATER AT KIRKWALL (GMT)
e é Ay Dedut 1 be 20 rans o Shomess ond
e YN 54 i Barters wes! ) Add | ror Baers (et i),

- Thursday 28 Moy
Fiiday 20 May

Satunday 1) May
SwhySlMV/




’ e
' The admission that thrust Orkney
politics into the national spotlight
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‘| will be getting on with the job I’'ve heen

elected to do and I'm not looking beyond that’

Fravn paga foue

different tismes ~
nlu.-: Salmond. -ahn e W
1ot lie:tradd Taand licgal wd e vm

lhr Ithom of i indepeademt
i (1 the Eanspeati Uk
m—d b hmin't

“Nicojw' S at. thay
polnt, didat ual" | for Nk 1o
coptlder his posithon ar 4o
stand il
muulcd;m e weould glve fm
I chisnes, )tk it entitled to
tho same.| of treatment.”

‘Wil .Iwi-ll’
thare wak 4 by-eliclion,
Carmchasl sl ﬂuthnmuki
kil mmr thal fuestion,

| have Mdgl“:t the ishe the
mgnm noed.”
ollawin Frhh)‘l s
sipn, the SNP Generil Elsction
candidats [or thin Nontnn

o rara i
cnrmir'tnri | ah lity m do
’:Il o an M|
w offpctiye ha h'u e h

In Parkianisnt.
11 eespotse, Mr Carmichasl
i TR L TR T 2T
Surpriie that the man whowas
10y SNP oppintenit— whit povm®
yeasited e o pave thin o e
Uhiee firwt place andd lnight very

hard (o s Ik~
would sk “9 nmn‘

pedithoe this | hm
"Buk | think T will be sble to
It timie; thiat he

il I-egsmrr with the
P bowts sbecred 1o o and

i it poid that

M Carmichaef was ankod
whother (u bibed o
mlngng? the fllout fram

3 adi 0 befors.

It Has Hesn the worst fve
nmofm\rllio.ll‘icwid nmiu
he lh'.hn%i thay l'vr dope, |
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II:Um alab it St for
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1ok i e
et | e o
to-dembisirats
anabgrrarion, and that I'm stil)
Capabll af dolrijy the Jli thint

feticed - 5

o
mﬁmm :

i 1ot right abiout thiat and,
nm]mrwmmm

| still have 8 contributiin te

Dl Wie subfecl of the cist
of the

n,n mm mm witdely

# £1.4 millios wan
*apl rven dlightly” sccirste,

M ok
— Pt ot
wund bl *no fou in et
He suid that, 58 far as lin
knew, the investigatlon was
carried out by Cabliet Office
stall and “othier stall” weze not

brought by to do the
Imimiecat ety nk:: llll.l

bmlm:
‘Conwal fu Edinbi

laFnlry the Hgire of d?&m fhase it
TR e o hor

mm.Jnm-mLmumwm :

Interviewed b;[ Oreodian,

WMr Carmichuel hitiont of the
use of smbar tactios —

\ﬂ!h tefrern i social medie;

Pt cineat aviden |

hnd been used agalnst him,
that It Was 3 leatute of

pe. £k Tt bad ot sesn before
in Oeiineg

Asked thic week I smoear tac-
thes wite it of miodern poll)
Uiex he st "t dapends wiat
Vindl ressird s ioiar 1 Uelakca
smaer iy whend you sy sode
|I|I abomrsomahiody sse that
: iy m 1o s e,

: WA 3 TORMGraT.
.rr.%nn:m. rabaw e Eare-
iy erumj the Inquiry i
the Califriet O I:?’:n.
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Issue now is the ‘proper rep!

LIV EDN G
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of the Northern 1s sies’ ~

ANDREW STEWART

[}
LALCTILY Wi
and if Uie
was wrong, H

“Thz feak and
doaceept tat it
tilngs happer:, a v
Iy, and he I

“WVhat is it
is the coves
and the expen
most {mportant
kept under wirap

The Lib Dems re;
cerned, a highly honcs
politics, which has been compron
they've beh, in cosliiion and «
his sort at thing This

It’s a coiplex

¢ rat he could survive this
ot a service t his constitus
he should do the hanourabie thing,
_\.nq tl"at as recenm as Friday or

cke, but It has now
ar 1o me that ke is |11 a wery coniprus

pal proiein
mvolved,

b Dems point of view, are they
g themselves i
camnpromised

'\)lnt lm ‘n g to keep my
n of the isles,

1 Fepresentas;
ondon, because

".,ngnpe_ihonl 'ISG w]m tonk part, in good faith, i
eleamu Lanl[)dl\’ll wll nul lu lnv .mY

Thl e |p|p' [
aliy voted for PI'I""' u

more 'mpmmn'l) is
v»a<'a mamh(m Y

mmllv do Ahe|oh”

“That's my'maln ‘concern.
Mr Skene was asked V.Hﬂher he thuughfrhe & céshng
fac; that Mr Carmichael had won the Northern the. SNP \which he ac
yan l‘ld\ smaller margin — only 817 Incorrect 4

"That is barJ enough bur the cmer-un is

he isstie more prominent:
warse: He shauld anoloelse 1a his constinienre

"It dausn’t affect the nrincinle fr obviansls
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Time to
reflect

%2 1 read David Partner’s
letter (The Orcadian Postbag,
May 21?, which he begins with
an implled comparison of the
SNP with Nazlism and contin-
ues with a display of contempt
for the voters of 1945, and,
by extension, the democratic
system which allowed them
to elect a Labour government
in preference to Winston
Churchill and the Tory party.

It has caused me to reflect un
the astonishment and dismay
he must feel now the Liberal
Democrat MP for Ofkmay. unid
Shetland, aml former
af State for Seatland, has bevn
forced to admit to the sackable
offence of passing classified
government documents to a
newspaper in order tu smear
a political opponent — a tactic
history would show to be much
used by right-wing European
parties trying to selze power
in the 1930s.

JOHN SCHOLLAY
49 Kirldands Road,
Kirkwall

Taking a tilt

= I the week that Orkney
celebrates  Norweginn
Constitution Day, your regilar
correspondent, Mr Partier,
with no Hint of frome Lakesa tir
al Nummnlmg Urcadian

B lﬁ? 1
A retired history teacher
kmows, of should liow, that

Natonal Socialism was nefther
natdonal nor socialist.

Rarkar It wins, 08 early as the
pultication of Metn Kompf n
1924, & fiercely racist ideol
betit on expansionist impertal-
Lsni: they evion callod thelr state
The Third Relch (‘Empire’ - the
clue’s in the title), hardly the
aspirations of a party comfort-
able within its borders.

They came to power by
exploiting the very artitudes
to be found in the BNP, Briwin
Firsy, Ukip, some conservatives
and an embarrassing number
of Labour politicians, who lay
the blame for every percelved
wrong on forelgners (the EU,
Immigrants) and “slackers®

determination, which followed
the Great War and started to
shape modern Ewrope. Nor
does he mention the flowering
ofnadon states, some of which
had never prevlously been
nation statcs before, after the
break-up of the Soviet Unlon.

Some of these, llke
Belorussia, have fallen inte dic-
tatorship, but by far the major-
ity in Eastern Eurppe have
become vibrant democracies
with thriving economies

Leave It to the educated
penple of Scotland, though, to
concelve a nationalism that Is
ncither raclst, viclent, sinall-
minded nor Inc

fisils Hz

value of immigration to this
country; | hope he can devclop
those sentiments and find a
new career championing the
displaced peoples of this world.

LINDSAY HALL

Seaview, Longhope

Still going

32 The Yes Orkney group,
who had ample opportunity
to harangue the good people
of Orkney for many months
prior to the referendum last
S are still golng nn,

The Civic Nationalism now

{the di: d, the P X
Even the Lib Dems were
perfectly happy to canlfa‘lgn
almﬁ o thase people during
thi Feferendum, and they, too,
catvenlently forger that nation
allsm comes In many forma

True, thars bave beon
violent nationallsms, mostly
as in Ireland in the early 20th
century, in a competition of
squalid vlolence with the
benevolent British stute

To some extent that
petiod, like the nationalist
Risorgimento of Garibaldl, has
passed into history as noble
struggle.

There have also been
nationalisms, lke the Passive
Resistance movement of
Mohandas Gandhi that, despite
such provocatons as the
Amritsar Massaere, symbolise
a betier way to sort our our
differences.

Mr Partner also chooses to
Ignore the nationalism, then
known as the principle of scif

being developed by the SNP
and encouraged by the Greens,
Sodalists, many former Labour
supporters, even some Llb
Dems and conservatives, is
based on justice, fairness and
inclusivity, something that used
to be the central precept of the
Llberals in tmes gone {;y.

In the face of this wave of
enthusiasm. Mr Partner blames
an ungrateful electorate, who
failed to accept that the Lib
Dems had bravely defended
our rights through five years of
rampant Thatcherism.

Perhaps the voters are more
sophisticated than you think.

Nr}mg: ﬂaﬁ cold work aut
that, wi the enabling pres-
ance of the Lib-Dems, a minor-
Ity Tory government could not
have epacted the savage legisla-
don It did.

To accuse the most informed
and engaged electorate in
a ‘western democracy of
Ingratitude is possibly a little
arrugant, don't you think?

With his simplistic Nist of
nationalist methodology, Mr
Partner to describe

pretty well the modern
WestminsLer plutocracy, which
likes to identfy itself with “the
State”, openly controls the
medla, and has a cosy, If not
symblotic relationship, with
wealthy industrilalists/city
finangiers,

They have no charlsmatic
figure, of course, and their
propaganda is pretty poor, bul
lying appears to be popular,
particularly this weelk
hil;.m' sure Allslzl{ Cag-ml:h'ahgl

dpent too lang In the
carpany of the Torles und that
some ol thetr erality
must ave rubbed off,

Thankfully, he
an opportunity to put that
behind him and use his talents
elsewhere.

To his great credit, he made
a strong statement at the hus-
tings in Stromness extolling the

 The joy thatis

)
now has_

iLseems.

Despite a “show™ of winding
down the general Yes campalgn
by its SNF backers-in-chief -
albeit hat belatedly at

HNirkws
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does not have the responsi-
bility for crofting grants, and
this lies with the Scottish
Government’s Rural Payments
and Inspections Divislon.

The Crofdng Commission has
repulatory duties and powers
to work with crofters and crofl-
Ing t communities to:

® ensure crofts arc occupied
by a tenant or owner-occupier
crofter;

® prevent misuse and
neglect of the land;

® ensure the crofts are culti-
vated or put to other purpose-
ful uses.

Crofts and common grazings
are a valuable 1esource that
should be availabie, both now
and in the future, for existing
crofters and new entrants (o
crofting. to use productively,

the turn of the year - it appears
that didn't happen.

Doesn't it seem a bit odd,
from such seeming defenders
of democracy and fair play, thar,
despite being rebuffed by two
thirds of the Orkmiry electors
ate just a few months aps on
a simple yes/no guestion in a
free and falr clection, they are

and the Ci {s warking
to protect the crofting system.

The Crofting Commission
covers all of the crofting coun-
ties with a unified approach
when considering its decisions
on regulatory applications.

In line with Section 58A(7)
(b)-(e) of the Crofters
(Scotland} Act 1993, the
C must have regard

Intent on defying the demo-
cratte outcome by continuing
as though we hadn't yet had
the vore?

It is difficult to avold the
Question as to whether they are
truly just outraged local indi-
viduals, or whether they are
Just carrying on their relentless

fo;

@ the interests of the estate
which comprses the land to
which the applitcation rclates;

@ the interests of the
crofting community in the
locality of that land;

® the sustalnable devel-
opment of that crofting

campalgn. community;

Like door-to-d I @ thein of the public
who keep chapping at your at larpe.
door, Hme after Gme, even after  QOrkney js unique as a croft-

being politely refused, until you
buy some of thelr unwanted
ds.

E00
DENNIS GOWLAND

New Horries, Deerness

Crofting
Commission

24 | refer w the article In last
week’s The Orcadion (endtled
“'Crofting was nearly unviable
in the past, says Qrkney asses-
sor, ‘but now it’s completely
unviable'?).

It is unfortunare that the
article did not reflect the
Crofting Commission’s remit as
the regulatory bedy of crofting.

The provisions of the
Crofling Reform (Scotland)
Act, which was passed by
Parllament In 2010, created
the Crofting Commisslon with
the primary function of regulat-

ing region in that a majority of
crofts are owned.

We know that there are parts
of the leislation . thal have
caused. difficulttes for both
owners and tenants, and we
have been working with other
stakeholders to idenlify these
areas and suﬁgesl solutions.
The outpur of this work is a
report that s now with Scottish
Government.

We are commitzed to secur-
ing the Ruture of crofting across
the crofting counttes.

CATRIONA MACLEAN
Chlef Executlve
Crofting Ci
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a wavewall from Hatston to
Shore Street?

Whilewe have, rightly, been
concermned about the changes to
Broad Street, Palace Road and
Castle Street, this wavewall
plan has also heen ongoing,

The proposal is to “construct
a concrete and stone-faced
flood wall including fixed and
demountable flood gates and
sectlon of metal ralllngs and
associated street works”

It stems from the disas-
trously severe flooding of some
years ago, probably the great-
est depth of Rooding Kirkwall
has experienced.

The Governmenl quango
SEPA has decreed this wall
must he built,

The plan surfaced bwo or
three years ago, and recently
an exhibition of the plans was
held In the Town Hall,

The wall, amongst other
things, would go across rhe
Corn Slip, and go round the
back of the shipping offices
to link with the wall al Shore
Street.

As far as | can remember, the
plans have not appeared in the
press to give much greater pub-
licity to what is intended.

Nor has there been any
public meeting.

So, come on OIC, 1 challenge
you o put the plans in the
press and be a lot more com-
munjcative about things that
affect us and the town.

The pumber of what could be
described as serious floods on
the scale of those on painland
UK in Kirkwall over the last
three hundred years can be
counted on one hand

This Is another scheme
Kirkwalllans will say is
nnnecessary.

DAVID PARTNER
10 Torness, Kirkwall

Editor's note: An artist’s
imnpresslon of the proposed
phase 2 flood wall at the
Kirfavall Basin was published
in The Orcadian of janvary
29 as port of an article high-
lighting the proposal and the
subsequent public exhibition.

The pi. y

On to the
wavewall -
B | wonder how many of

yullr rentlers read the plantiing
ol of last
WNK:?E“L"_EHF of 12

Ing crofting. The Ci

r

F(i)lk FeS_t'iya_i'- o

k

weekend.
‘Keap an eye

was approved last week, and
I have a follow-up article in
the pipeline to appear in the
next few weeks.

Meanwhile, the planning
application (15/120/PP) is
available at the OIC websits
{(http://goo.gi/1DGrMR) or

can be viewed at the councll
offices.
=y Hom

on qu'wleb'gm and

c  Pacebook page as we ronstder how to
| makl; 2016 even better, and haste ve
ELAINE GRIEVE

- Chairwoman

-
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Lib Dem Alistair Carmichael admits
responsibility for anti-Sturgeon leak

Calls for MP to resign after admission about memo of private conversation in which SNP
leader purportedly said she wanted David Cameron to remain PM

Andrew Sparrow Senior political correspondent and Libby Brooks Scotland reporter
Friday 22 May 2015 17.14 BST

Alistair Carmichael, the Lib Dem former Scottish secretary, has come under pressure to
tesign as an MP after admitting being responsible for an election leak intended to damage

Nicola Sturgeon.

Carmichael said he authorised his special adviser to release a memo about a private
conversation in which Scotland’s first minister purportedly said she wanted David Cameron
to remain as prime minister. As a consequence neither he nor his adviser would be taking
the severance pay they were due, the Lib Dem MP for Orkney and Shetland said.

Describing his action as “an error of judgment”, Carmichael said he had apologised tothe
SNP leader and that, if he had still been a minister, this would have been a resigning matter.
He added that he accepted the memo was wrong about Sturgeon being pro-Cameron.

But Sturgeon said Carmichael should consider quitting parliament because, after the
incriminating memo was published in the Daily Telegraph, he lied about his involvement in

its release.

The memo was potentially hugely damaging to the SNP leader because it suggested she was
misleading voters about her preferred election outcome. The document was a note taken by
a Scotland Office civil servant recording a conversation with the French consul general in
which the envoy recounted the contents of a private discussion between Sturgeon and the

French ambassador.

According to the note, written in March 2015, Sturgeon said she would “rather see David
Cameron remain as PM” and “didn’t see Ed Miliband as PM material”.

Sturgeon denied ever saying this after the story was published near the start of the election
campaign and her account was corroborated by the French embassy.

She also asked Sir Jeremy Heywood, the cabinet secretary, to conduct a leak inquiry, and
Carmichael went public with his confession and apology after the findings of that inquiry
were published on Friday afternoon.

The Cabinet Office discovered that an official mobile phone belonging to Euan Roddin,
Carmichael’s special adviser, had been used to contact one of the reporters who wrote the
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Telegraph story. Roddin then confirmed that he had given the memo to the newspaper,

arguing that the leak was in the public interest.

Carmichael told the investigation team that he had discussed the leak with Roddin and that
he had authorised it, but that he now recognised this was wrong.

Speaking to the BBC, Carmichael said: “It was something that I could have stopped and very
much should have stopped. That was an error of judgment on my part, I deeply regret it,
and for the consequences of that error of judgment, I’ve apologised to the first minister and
to the French ambassador.

“If I were still a cabinet minister at this point, I would tender my resignation; obviously the
Liberal Democrats are no longer in government, so I’ve not. But I have said to the cabinet
secretary that I will not accept the ministerial severance payment that is normally offered to

ministers when they leave office.”
Losing their severance pay will cost Carmichael £16,876, and Roddin at least £15,500.

After the leak was published, the Lib Dems were widely suspected of being to blame, partly
because Carmichael controlled the Scotland Office and partly because the party had much
greater interest in halting the SNP surge than the Tories, who were only defending one seat
in Scotland and were keen to see the SNP destroy Scottish Labour. Cameron even publicly

suggested that the Lib Dems were the culprits.

At the time Nick Clegg, the then Lib Dem leader, said that was silly, and Carmichael said he
did not know anything about the matter until he was contacted by a journalist.

Sturgeon said on Friday that while she accepted Carmichael’s apology, he should consider
standing down as an MP.

“I accept his apology, but the real issue is that he should be apologising to the people of
Orkney and Shetland, because he clearly contested the election on false pretences,” she

said.

“Mr Carmichael said at the time that the first he was aware of this matter was when he
received a call from a journalist, but we now know that this is simply untrue. As well as the
original dirty trick, which was bad enough, Mr Carmichael then tried to cover it up - and is
only admitting it now because he got caught. He needs to seriously reflect on that - and
reflect on whether his actions and attempt to cover them up are consistent with his position
as an honourable member of the House of Commons.”

Although Sturgeon and the French embassy have always denied that she said she favoured
Cameron as prime minister, other parts of the conversation recorded in the memo -
including her saying she had no idea “what kind of mischief” Alex Salmond, the former SNP
leader, would get up to at Westminster - have not been denied.

The Cabinet Office investigation concluded that the civil servant who recorded his
conversation with the French consul general was reliable and had acted in good faith. But it
also pointed out that the envoy admitted in the memo that part of his conversation may
have been “lost in translation”.
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The Internet helps fuel the ugly insinuation that Obama is a stealth Muslim, reviving an
anclent hate.
December 03, 2007

The Great American Smear is back. In 2000, the victim was Republican presidential candidate Sen. John
McCain, and the vector for transmission was telephone lines and leaflets left on windshields in church
parking lots. This year, the victim is Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama, and the
vector is e-mail messages that appear to have originated in evangelical networks. As always, the smears
play to the ugly underside of American politics: prejudice and hatred.

The 2000 rumor was that the white McCain had fathered a dark-skinned child out of wedlock. In the end,
it did not matter that he and his wife had adopted the child from Bangladesh. The then-front-runner lost

FROM IVES : . . . )
OM THE ARCH = the South Carolina Republican primary to George W. Bush, whose campaign has always denied any
Edwardses plan news conference involvement in the "push polling” that propagated the smear. It worked partly because the mainstream

March 22, 2007 media didn't report what was happening until after the election. But mainly it worked because of the

Democratic Presidential Candidate Kerry persistence of the prejudices that prompted the South's old anti-miscegenation laws.

h s, sal 3 . .
MareiSiSaas So it's worth considering the persistence of the Internet rumors that Obama, well known to Chicagoans
as a Christian, is actually a stealth Muslim, a "Manchurian candidate" who would take the presidential
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The rumors first surfaced during Obama's run for Senate but took off in a viral e-mail campaign in 2006.
One e-mail called Obama “The Enemy Within." GOP strategist Ed Rogers also pointedly mentioned
Obama's middle name, Hussein. In January, the Obama campaign was forced to denounce Fox News for
repeating a false Insight magazine report that he had spent fours years in an Indonesian madrasa, an
Islamic school. Though CNN sent out a reporter who found that the school Obama had attended had
nothing in common with the Pakistani incubators for jihadists, and though his campaign has set the
record straight repeatedly, last week the Washington Post ran a front-page story about Obama’s "Muslim

ties.

That the rumors are false and vile is self-evident. That they persist in the face of the facts speaks to the
power of the underlying calumny -~ that Muslim Americans in positions of power in the United States
represent a fifth column, an internal security threat of the sort believed to have been posed by Japanese
Americans during World War IL.

It also speaks to the post-9/11 revival of the ancient Christian loathing of Muslims that predated by
centuries the 1529 Ottoman Siege of Vienna. Today, Muslim peoples are frequently stereotyped as mobs
or hordes who are particularly prone to violence and generally supportive of terrorism. And an ugly
undertone of the immigration debate has been the insinuation that efforts to restrict illegal immigration
should focus on keeping out the "bad" Muslims who have overrun Europe, not the "good" Mexicans who
only want to work here.

It's true that many American voters probably aren't ready for a Muslim president, as they once weren't
ready to elect a Catholic to the highest office. But there are now believed to be more than 2 million
Muslim Americans in the United States, and one of them is a member of Congress. Rep. Keith Ellison
(D-Minn.) won election without hiding his religion and did, in fact, swear the oath of office on the Koran.
This tolerance of religious diversity is a founding American principle, and one that we hope will continue
to distinguish the United States from theocracies such as Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Presidential candidates of both parties have a duty to denounce not only the smear against Obama but
the bigotry that underlies it.

lof2
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Historical Highlights

The Controversial Career of Representative Douglas
Stringfellow of Utah

September 24, 1922

On this date, Representative Douglas Stringfellow of Utah, who later stunned the nation when he admitted he
had lied on national television about his World War Il service record, was born in Draper, Utah. Stringfellow, who
enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1942, was wounded by a French land mine in 1944 and thereafter walked only with
the aid of a cane. He returned home a war hero, claiming to have been the sole survivor of an Office of Strategic
Services (OSS) espionage unit, captured and then tortured in a concentration camp after parachuting into
Germany to kidnap a prominent Nazi nuciear scientist. In 1952, Stringfellow's intrepid tale aided him in upsetting
six-term incumbent Walter Granger for a House seat representing most of Utah, bringing the district over to the
GOP column for the first time in nearly two decades. During his campaign for re-election in the fall of 1954,
Stringfellow appeared on the television show This Is Your Life to re-tell his story, prompting several Hollywood
directors to bid for the movie rights. But the Army Times challenged his account, citing contradictions raised by a
few “doubting Thomases" within the ranks. Stringfellow initially dismissed his naysayers as politically motivated

Image, Congressional Pictorial
Directory, 83rd Congress

A one-term Member from Utah,  and appealed to the Dwight D, Eisenhower administration to open classified records to support his claim. in a

Douglas Stringfellow's political stunning turn of events, on October 18, Stringfellow went before a television audience and tearfully admitted the

career e”dedlabr”P”V afFer he story was a hoax, woven over a series of speeches and maintained because he reveled in his rise in popularity.

?:ct'r:;'ed he lied about his war “| fell into the trap, which in part had been laid by my own glib tongue,” the contrite lawmaker confessed. “I
became a prisoner of my own making. . . . | have made some grievous mistakes for which | am truly sorry.” He

offered to withdraw from the election, prompting Utah GOP leaders to call an emergency meeting. The
Republican State Central Committee accepted his decision to bow out of the race, nominating Utah State Agricultural College professor Henry
Dixon in his stead. Stringfellow returned to his previous career in broadcasting in Utah, where he remained until his death on October 20, 1966, at
age 44 from a heart attack.

Related Highlight Subjects

Eisenhower, Dwight D.
World War Il

Office of the Historlan: history@mall.house.gov
Office of Art & Archives, Office of lha Clerk: arl@mail.house.gov, archives@mail.house.gov
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Ashcroft polls show

sensational surge for SNP
and suggest they will win
more than 50 MPs in May

Lord Ashcroft’s seat-by-seat polls of Scottish
constituencies have confirmed what national polls

have suggested for months: [...]

Photo: Gelly

By Harry Lambert and Tom Monk

Lord Ashcroft’s seat-by-seat polls of Scottish
constituencies have confirmed what national polls have
suggested for months: the SNP are set to win more than 50

1of8
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The polls findings show an SNP surge beyond the
expectations of an even the most optimistic nationalists,

and confirm that a hung parliament is a near inevitability.

Ashcroft’s polls, leaked ahead of schedule late last

night, surveyed 16 of Scotland’s 59 seats, and put the SNP
in front in 15 of them. Many of these seats are

long-time Labour heartlands where the party have
majorities of 30-40 per cent. And yet Ashcroft gives the SNP
leads in almost all of these seats. Only Glasgow North East,
which Labour won by nearly 16,000 votes in 2010, is set to

remain in Labour’s hands.

The graphic below lists the fifteen seats where Ashcroft has
put the SNP ahead, and compares the majorities he is
showing for the SNP with the way each seat voted in 2010.

| TA

SNP win 15 seats
2010 Ashcroft
Seat majority majority Wpomm
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EYT TR A8 2012018
Shotts
Poistoy and
Rentrwwshirs 4154 8§ LD 20012016
South
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Weet
Qlasgow Comral 3643 10 L8 100172016
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am 1 wua 2210172016
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Glosgow Marth 138 12 LAB 100172015
Quesgew Esst 3681 14 LAB 080172015
Olasgow South 235 15 LAB 16012015
Gordon 1408 17 un 2017215
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(Inverhess Nairn Badenoch and Strathspey).

Danny Alexander’s political career appears to be the over:
Ashcroft put the SNP ahead by 29 per cent in his seat.
Douglas Alexander’s seat is still winnable for Labour, but
he won his seat by nearly 17,000 votes in 2010. For the SNP
to now to be ahead in seats like his has no historical

precedent.

The swing from Labour to the SNP across Labour-held
seats is 25 per cent, which means majorities of up to 50 per
cent could be overturned in May. If we apply that across
Scotland, May2015 estimates that the SNP would win 56 of

Scotland’s 59 seats.

Sece how many seats each party wonld win
your pwn predicdon by changing hares (Intluding bn Scotand)

1 iie ey Erngend b Wakes

R " I Conidrvative 272
1.3 3

Labou} 270 9
Libaral Democrac 25

152 | 16.33 1 UKIP4
4 9 SNP 56

[ TA |

| Green |
! Others 4

If we apply Ashcroft’s polls across Scotland, the SNP is
projected to win 48 per cent of the Scottish vote, and
Labour just 23 per cent. That is a complete reversal

of 2010, when Labour won 42 per cent and the SNP 20 per

cent.

This also confirms recent Scotland-wide polls. Since the
referendum the SNP have polled a low of around 40-42 per
cent, up to a high of 50-52 per cent.

This projection — for the SNP to win 56 seats —lines up very

well with the projection our model makes if we just

By continuing 10 use the site; vou agree (o the use of covkies, You can change this and find out more here:

Read More
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Despite these national polls, all four of the forecasts
tracked on May2015 have until now forecast the SNP

would only win 31-40 seats.

That will now change. Academic forecasts like Election
Forecast will discount these polls and may not show the

SNP winning as many as 50 seats, but
nationalists now seem almost certain to be the third largest

party in Westminster after May. <
=
This is what May2015‘s election-forecasting machine now
predicts:
Polls as of Feb 3
MoD BY FOLLS ASHCAOIT SEATS OVEAALL PED CTON
Conservative - 236 = 36 i 27; (-35) P
Labour 212 58 270 (+12)
Liberal Democrat 9 16 25 (-32)
UKIP 2 b] 4 (+4)
SNP 41 15 56 (+50)
Green 0 | 1 (0)
Other 22 0 22 (+1)
RESULT HUNG PARLIAMENT, CON LEAD 8Y 2

The graph below, via the Guardian, lists Ashcroft’s 16 polls,

which together account for 26 per cent of Scottish voters.

By continuing (o use the site. you agree 1o the use of cookies. You can change this and [ind out more here:
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Glmuw&sl N Mammﬂ C\man (Tabour) WR’ 2T

Glasgow North Ann McKechin (Labour) 4sh 33 4 5
Glasgow North East Willizm Bain {Labour) 39 . 1 4
Glasgow Narth West John Robertsan (Labour) 4 18 3 7
Glasgow South Tom Hartis (Labour) 4 33 2 9
Glasgow South West Tan Davidson (Labour) 45 42 2 4
Gordon Malcom Bruce (Lib Dems) 43 142 1

Inverness, Naim, Badenoch and Strathspey  Danny Alexander (LibDems) 50 13 20 10

Motherwell and Wishaw Frank Roy (Labour) 50 39 1 51
Paisley and Renfrewshire South Douglas Alexander (Labour) 4 40 2 6
West Dunbartonshire Gemma Doyle (Labour) 47 38 1 6

You can see how the vote has changed in those seats since

the 2010 election using the graphic below.

Change in vote share since 2010 election,
Labour-held seats (Ashcroft polls)

The Labour vote has collapsed across the board in Scotland, as national polls have
long suggested and Ashcroft today confirmed.
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Source: Ashcroft Get the data Created with Datawrapper
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Alexander’s seat, Ashcroft polled the Lib Dem seat of
Gordon, which former SNP leader (and former MP) Alex
Salmond is contesting. Ashcroft put Salmond ahead by 17

points. (In 2010 the SNP lost the seat to the Lib Dems by 14

points.)

The Lib Dems had been hoping the local popularity of their
MPs - the so-called ‘incumbency effect’ - might save them
in Scotland, where it’s clear the national party is as

unpopular as in England.

But Ashcroft picked

up a fairly weak ———————

incumbency effect in AShCTOft picked up a

these two Lib Dem

seats (+5 points in fairly weak

both seats), when he incumbency effect in

a5 PIEKE, Up ey these two Scottish Lib E
strong incumbency

effects for the part Dem seats, unlike in

in England. In England.

Gordon, the Lib Dem
- Sir Malcolm Bruce

—is actually standing

down, and we are

only talking about two of the Lib Dems’ eleven Scottish
seats (Ashcroft has not polled the other nine), but
incumbency clearly doesn’t seem likely to save Danny

Alexander,

There was also no incumbency effect for Labour MPs in
the fourteen Labour-held seats. Labour MPs like Tom
Harris, Margaret Curran, Jim McGovern and Anas Sarwar

are not having any personal effect, and are all set to lose

By continuing to tise the site, vour agree (o the use of cookies, You can change this and ind out more here:

Read More Accept
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Click through for a full list of Ashcroft’s polls.
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Predictor puts SNP ahead in running for Northern Isles seat

37 comments, 07/04/2015 , by Shetland Times, in Headlines, News

A new scientific election predictor suggests that the SNP are ahead in the race for the Orkney and Shetland seat in next month’s UK General
Election.

According to statistics from Electoral Calculus the SNP have a 56 per cent chance of winning the Northern Isles constituency, compared to the
Liberal Democrats’ 41 per cent.

The figures for Orkney and Shetland put the SNP on 37.8 per cent of the vote, with the Lib Dems on 35.5 per cent.

Electoral Calculus predicts British General Election results using scientific analysis of

opinion polls and electoral geography, and apparently was the most accurate pre-poll
predictor at the last General Election in May 2010.

However, SNP candidate Danus Skene has given a cautious welcome to indications that
the SNP campaign in the Northern Isles is having a positive impact.

He said: “This is only one set of figures, and predictions of a 56 per cent likelihood of an
SNP win, against 41 per cent for the Lib Dems need to be treated as just one view from
one organisation,

“However, with little over four weeks to go until polling day it appears that the
momentum is with the SNP and my teams in Orkney and Shetland will be doing all they
can to get the positive message across to voters that having an MP who is part of a
strong team of SNP representatives at Westminster can only be good for the islands.”

SNP candidate Danus Skene,

TAGS: DanusSkene Electoral Calculus  Liberal Democrats  Orkney and Shetland ~ SNP UK General Election
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Lib Dems will have to rely on tactical voting
to hold off SNP, says Ashdown

Former party leader Paddy Ashdown admits that polls show Lib Dems face losing many
of their 11 key seats in Scotland

Severin Carrell Scotland correspondent
Friday 20 March 2015 19.12 GMT

Paddy Ashdown has conceded that the Scottish National party has taken a lead over the
Liberal Democrats in many of the party’s key seats, forcing the Lib Dems to rely on
tactical voting to survive.

The former Lib Dem leader admitted that his party’s private polling shows that Alex
Salmond, the former first minister and SNP leader, was ahead in the fiercely contested
seat of Gordon, where the long-standing Lib Dem MP and deputy leader Sir Malcolm

Bruce is standing down.

With the party facing a wipeout at the hands of a substantial SNP advance, Ashdown
said it needed to rely heavily on Labour and Tory voters swinging behind the new Lib
Dem candidate, Christine Jardine, to defeat Salmond in Gordon. Bruce held the seat
with a 6,748 vote majority over the SNP in 2010.

“I’m very confident that the private polls in Gordon are right and they put us within
reach of winning, provided people realise including third and fourth parties in Gordon,
that the right way to ensure that Mr Salmond does not end up in parliament is to vote
Liberal Democrat,” he said.

That gloomy message was reinforced when party leader Nick Clegg told Scottish Lib
Dem activists meeting in Aberdeen that the party would need to show the same
“incredible resilience” it had demonstrated in government to defeat Salmond in Gordon

and the SNP more widely.

Implying he knew his party was behind, Clegg said: “That resilience will see off the SNP
challenge in the seats we hold. And it will wipe the smile off Alex Salmond’s face in
Gordon too. I’ve heard the the predictions. I’ve seen the polls. But let me tell you this:
we will do much better than anyone thinks ... [It] won’t be easy, but winning shouldn’t

be »

Insisting that tactical voting was an entirely normal and justified strategy to pursue,
Ashdown also implied that tactical voting by non-Lib Dem supporters would be needed
to hold Sir Menzies Campbell’s seat of North East Fife.

Speaking after the latest Scottish poll, by Survation for the Daily Record, put overall Lib
Dem support at just 4%, Ashdown said: “We’re clearly facing a challenge from the SNP,
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given the situation in Scotland.”

Polling evidence shows that more former Lib Dem voters have swung behind the SNP
since 2010 than to Labour or the Tories. Lib Dem strategists have told the Guardian the
entire Lib Dem election campaign in Scotland is focusing solely on holding its 11 current
seats, rather than running a Scotland-wide campaign.

“We’re fighting all of them to win,” Ashdown said. “I have seen the polls; we’re fighting
to win all of those. I believe we’re winning in some or even, if you want, most, but we’re
within reach of winning the rest.”

Salmond, who has already served at Westminster as MP for the neighbouring seat of
Banff and Buchan, is expected to play a leading role in the SNP’s national election
campaign, with the party seeking to win dozens of seats across the country.

Party officials remain extremely worried about Danny Alexander’s chances of holding
his Highlands seat of Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey against the SNP
challenger and Highlands council leader Drew Hendry.

Faced with a long-term collapse in the Lib Dem vote, which has ebbed away since Clegg
went into coalition with David Cameron’s Tories in 2010, they would not be attempting
to win new seats. Activists in other areas have been told to raise their own money and

organise their own campaigns.

The Lib Dems’ 11 Scottish seats include constituencies held by three current and former
UK cabinet members: the current Scottish secretary Alistair Carmichael in Orkney and
Shetland, his predecessor Michael Moore in the Borders, and Alexander.

Moore’s seat is under heaviest threat from the Tories. In addition, the party is fighting to
hold seats held by two former UK party leaders, Charles Kennedy in the Highlands and
Campbell, who is standing down from his seat in North East Fife. Of its Scottish seats,
only Carmichael’s and Kennedy’s are regarded as secure.

Lib Dem anxieties have been heightened by constituency polling by Lord Ashcroft
which showed that the SNP would win Gordon, Alexander’s Inverness seat and
Kennedy’s seat of Ross, Skye and Lochaber, plus the Lib Dem seat of West
Aberdeenshire and Kincardine held by Sir Robert Smith.

Party strategists insist, however, that Ashcroft’s polling is wrong because he refuses to
name local candidates in polling questions. When local voters are reminded who their

Lib Dem MP is, the Lib Dem score will rise significantly, they say.

While Ashcroft shows the SNP are 19 points ahead of the Lib Dems in West
Aberdeenshire and Kincardine, Lib Dem polling puts their vote ahead of the SNP if
Smith is named. Frequently, voters are unable to name or recognise the SNP candidate.
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General Election: Carmichael expects
SNP battle in northern isles
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Scottish Secretary Alistair Carmichael has admitted he is facing a battle to hold onto
the Liberal Democrats’ northern isles stronghold in May.

Orkney and Shetland is often described as the safest Lib Dem seat in Scotland, with
Mr Carmichael winning 62% of the vote in 2010.

But the senior UK Government minister indicated yesterday that he believed the SNP
surge was evident on the islands.

He predicted that the Nationalists would be his main challengers - and claimed they
were already running an "unpleasant” local campaign.

Related Articles
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* General Election 2015: Northern isles row over o Grimond legacy
e Lib Dems finished, claims Davidson

° m row
s Northern [sles MSPs back underfire Alistair Carmichael

Speaking to journalists at Westminster, Mr Carmichael said: “I've no doubt it's going to
be a pretty straight fight between myself and the Scottish Nationalists.
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Asked if he expected it be a closer battle than at the last UK Parliament election, Mr
Carmichael said: “l would expect it will be, yes.”

£ Thamon

lost cancer battle

He added: "It would ironic to say the very least if the northern isles, which returned
some of the most emphatic No votes, were then to find themselves with a Nationalist
MP.

Annie Lennox hints her
award-winning
songwriting career is

“But that's the choice that people now face.” over

SNP candidate Danus Skene defended his campaign last night.

He said: “We are looking forward to an uplifting and positive campaign focused on
Orkney and Shetland having a strong voice at Westminster by returning an SNP MP,
as part of an SNP team.

“The only person sounding a negative note is Mr Carmichael.

“People across Orkney and Shetland are fed up with the Lib Dems’ history of broken
promises - and | will work hard to persuade people to put their faith in the SNP to
empower Scotland, and make sure that Orkney and Shetland’s voices are heard loud
and clear at Westminster.”

Mr Carmichael secured 11,989 votes in 2010, almost 10,000 more than his nearest
challenger.

TRENDING

Just 29 votes separated the Labour, SNP and Conservative candidates in second, third

and fourth place. VIDEO: Police appeal
after woman cyclist is

In May, Gerry McGarvey will contest the seat for Labour, Donald Cameron is the pushed over into

Conservative candidate, and Robert Smith will represent UKIP. on-coming traffic
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Orcadia
due in

‘candidate’s RET claims as Tikties

“a silly conspiracy theory’ lnext week

| ANDREW HAMILTON

1

L The UKIP wﬂ*ﬂnqrﬂill}'
| condidata For the Northern
- Iples han f the Scomtish

chiines have been dismissed 2o
“a silly consplraty theory” by
the Governmant's transport
minisier Derok Motk
According to MrSmith, from

{ t of cheating the

South Aonakdsay a report com-
b A‘WﬂIL‘:NF!MPlIh'

1 Nuetliven Iales gver the Rosd

Hokis 0f the cost Of travelling
an equivatent distance iy rond.

(However. Hohert Smih's

The eagles have landed

lshed 152011 "oy

recent claims from the SNP
that applying RET would
Increase fares an the islands’
lifotine fierry services.

In a letier W The Oreaibion
this woek, Mr Smith said: "To
be clear, the onginal SNP lor-
muls (o calenime RET

L ghowied that ety fnres From

Dtkuey mul Shethand Lo malo-
land ' Scotlandl would fall sig-
nificanty if RET were applied,

This, he sald |« plte

Eres — &0 the SNP changed
the formiiia)so that it didn'e”
Mr Smith sid.

He added! "D you ever

... and it looks like they’re here to stay

0CAIS St

lhlv o Ly i

ELECTRIC VEHICLE

IMM

-_.,,"‘I'ime tor a

BLINDS

- all types

- best prices

i el Mirk "

Tl O1%6 B70604G0 «

Page four

L&

STREAMLINE

ANiPrINd aROUP

pave &
it ik @ hoge B n ferry

et the fedling you've been |
cheated ™

Howeyer, aciording to
Transport seotland, the for-
miili dsed (n the 2011 vl
athon was “out-of-date” and
related o information from
3

The RET formuls eas
reviewed and amendid in
2012 and, acotrding W the
Scottish Government it has
been updated in subsequent
yeurs 1o reflbct the smndard
inflationary fare increases
applled elsewhere in the Clyde
and Hebrides Ferry Services
network.

In response to Mr Smith's
clalims, & spokespeison for
ﬁw tranaport. minister sabd:

tonary increases.

“The updated formula was
applled In 2012 as part of the
Ferrles Plan and showed that
introducing RET would con-
tinue to (ncrease fares on a
number of services

“The Ferries Plan confirmed
that RET wiil be introduced to

the Northern Isles over a much
|onger time frame, in order that

sedsbadarwnnnne |

Conlinued an page ten

CRAIGTAYLOR

A ferry named Orcadia is set
to serve in Orkney waters for
the first tine in 25 years.

Pentland Ferrles has
renamed iLs fatest acquisition,
the mv Saturn, which previ-
ously operated on the west
coast of Scodand. Orcadia.

Pentland Ferries’ ranagin
director Andrew Banks sai
on Wednesday that Orcodia
seemed a very appropriate
name for the vessel, as il was
the same name of ships which
had served in the North Isles
for many years in the past.

He also said that work was
progressing well with the ves-

racy | el el dqm\dm an how
nm ! W G0, next
Lould Mrive in

later i Wr
He nllu biterd thiat farshn

| malntennnce work would con-

tinue on the vessel after the
ship arrives in Orlmey from
Garvel on the Clyde, but It is
planned that the ship will enter
service In time for the busy
SuUmmMer season.

The vessel was previously
owned by Caledonfan Maritime
Asstts Lid (CMAL) and is now
betng refitted and repalnted by
Pentdand Ferries on the Clyde,
before the ship makes the jour-
ney to Orkney.
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'Flabbergas'

¢ tls never a good idea to criticise the NHS,
rhe sacred cow we all iely on and love in Ur\

L mwe my life to the NHS and their talented
dactars, surgeons and nurses, and even
humorous cleaners tn cheer you up,

To save money, Lhe SNP Goverinment is naw
foreing Orkney's NHS to ioin up with OlC's
sttial Care as an Integrated Joint Board ({]B)
amd presumabiy this could well mean less
SNP 1unds i future — alter the glection nff
course,

Orkney's NHS clilel executive sprent halt a
page in iastwevk's The Orcadivn girning and
grping i how tersible 1t was that merabers

T S

tegal reslratats,

97

SINCLAIR OFFICE SUPPLIES

* The publication of submitted letters is NOT GUARANTEED, Brief lefiess of debaty, and
commentary, will always take precedence.

» Al submissions MUST include thre full name, postal address and telephone number of the writer
— no allases or noms de plume. Anonymous letters WILL NOT be considered for publication,

s The Orcadian roserves tha right te edn latters for reasans of length, clarity and to comply with

of Urkney's piblic cuuld coniplaim to their
democratically clected chuncillors abuut eon-
cerns they have an this SNP reorganisation of
our heslth and care.
cunncil responsibility is o

¢ opinion and support his
: can Ovkney's highly paid NHS
could learn a lot (rom this dema-
cratic process, iistening and not just assum-
ing the buss is always nght

Hiswe tong has 1t % the local NS tn
provide 4 scanner i Orkney to speed up
essential treatment Mike Craigie raised this
four years ago, against all the Jocal executive
demals and only now da we have a hetter
local service -- and a lof less flying dawn
to Aberdecn.

1 last week's paper, she licstly girns an
that her pet “lead agency model”™ with her
leading was ditched by the SNP and OIC, ther:
fabbergases an about myself and severa'
other comnvillors, voicing concormn al possille
futurz cuts in SNP spending for the new |0|.|l
Orkney health and care 1|8

Do we then sur back aur health and care
services tn [oik here ur get QIC te use our ol
funds to prop up the SN cuts in funds.

/and despite wordy denjals from our locai
NHS exe-utives, the | NHS has been shors
of funds and mitlions overtiudger lor many
yedrs now, meeling their planned spending
tor the first ime Uis year -— so farn

Who funds loca! overshot NS budgets m
future? SNP cutbacks or OIC oM funds, SNP

in Edinburgh know lncal councillors wauld
find it hard to refuse such an essential service
funding A cheap way of passing the buck to
lecai conerol, again.

NHS using words ke 'balk.n,, and "“child«
esn't haip the new joint working |18
NIS board and OIC councillors

y have their diferences — one is non
demacratic, the other publically elected —
but ail must work together with a healthy
respect to ensure a healthy jont future

Let's gut on withit,

COUNCILLOR MAURICE
DAVIDSON

Springtield, Struinness

Deliberately
inflated fares?

It has bean the SNP's constant
|umrlau that If Roagt Eqiitvalent Taell
weas applied 1o tha Noethorn istos,
ferry fitres wonlld Incnrse.

Thin is eompiletely At odds with
o raport commissionad by the SNP
published i 2008 I unedquivaesily
whows thar, in Ger fares would faf

siguificantly.
Passenger fares from Abordénn o
Lenvedck would Gl by 19 per cont,
Patsungoer fares from’ Kickwall oo
Larwick would fall by 16.5 por cent.
Pa Fires fromh St L]
Scrabiftor veouls foll by f5.7 per cent
Car fares from Strommess to
Scribstey would Gl by 47(1 par cint.
Commerclal wvehiclos from
Stromiiess to Scrabutor would falf by
625 per comt!
| figrredahed all e foc! prss putliots
with this bomebatioll, ot they decided
not o featurs 1t after lu:riag ot
the SNB thist they had ¢ ‘el tho
mﬂ‘fm‘*ummm
1 0 RET gave the isiands a
biages Bl i foeey fmrem — 20 the SHIF
changed th formil o Ht It didn'r,
Th‘n Il repore can. be. tound
AT
 don/TRS] 1Y
[ yes

boen chosind?
' ROBERT SMITH

(Prospective Parliamentary
Candldate UKIP)

DY AENT/Fesnure e/
5577

‘Qﬁlhiw!wm'?_”

Dirty tricks
and smear
campaigns

st Tl wesls dgo, on Thistsdan,
Mnmh 25, Alistair Carinlchiel wis
oted In The Fres and furmol saying
nfll’amﬂoﬂim enmpatgn i Orknuy
Warhid 1B o doulit it's palng
W be i proity sodght berwean
srqmdr.md the Seotush Naconaiists,
Aml m M dﬂﬁ"’ from the

ma; e can mcc.t A prety unplm

ant, pcmmll Tive canmp,
I don't think that :!3::

er?;mmlmsuhlnduuur
it

| have no jdea'to which letters Mr
Caynthchae] wis raferrh
they came from SN
Nwm:.
Bhiggont
e

or whither
membersl
wintever thalr contant, |
that dwy pnﬂ.! inte hnﬁwlﬂ
the way that he has

oun th pevetas
o, sttempitig to

falae

mear M‘[rlimir deism

:;’nw k:!fnr: s alfice 2 Secm;‘t;n&
il

Seotland,
very bust, If)L Iy t'ue that the
b v st of the mumo

campaign, these things happzn’, then
| can only agree with Nicola Sturgeon
that he really needs to question his
whole approach (o polities if he thinks
dirty tricks and singar campaigns are
iusL hov things are done in elections

The real question now must be
whether someone whose staff — with
or without his knowledge -= have
been complicit in such a enck-handed
attempt to discredit the First Minister
of Seolland is really who the people
of Orkney and Shedund want as their

[ ook forward to the remainder of
the slecrion campaign being a much
more constiuctive battle of positive
ideas.

ROBERT LESLIE
2 Lynnside, St Ola

Support
renewables

% Arecent YouGov poll, ol over 1,000
people, showed that 79 pervent of the
pmple of Scotland support renewable

e want Sha ned Wessmninaster
Efwernmenr to alter and sirenpthen its
present pohicies by showing greater

he wins phoned By i fodrnnl
dljr Mr l:.nrmlc'rtl,:d isguiity
ol balng In cofitedl of the
rathor than Having a
in the lraking of inaccurate

in.

Wy, Satarday's Telegraph
Stury based on Uie e, when pre
\wv«ed on Twitter on Friday evening,
wnravelled svithin a couple of hours
and sn was dead by the dme It hit the

... Shoreslde, South Ronaldsay

Editoi’s note! Mr Smick contacied
The Oreodlan on this subject lust
Wednesdav mominy.

Due to our Wednesday printing
deadline we were unuble to publish
detnils, and the subsequent response
from Transport Scotlond, in lost week's
peper.

This buegs the gtiestion why, when
it was'clear thal the memo was inac-
curate, did Mr Carmichael feel it
appropriate te continue Lo assen that
Nicola Sturgzon “would lke to have
the Conservatives in Government on
thelr own at Westminister” in a story
published on Sunday?

And as for My Carmichael saying
of the whole shambolic incident that
“this is the middle of an election

mrpon fort

the same poll, 63 per cent of thnse
asked want the next Westminster gov-
ermment Lo do more to lackle green-
house gases amd climate change.

In 2014, S0 per cent of electricity
used in Scotiand came from renewable
sources, up from 44 per cent, in 2014

Clearty there 1s widespread support,
throughout Scotland, to strongly
support the renewables sector along
with the jobs and mvesument it
creates.

Orkney 1o northern Caithness,

We have already seen future devel-
npment of wave energy projects can:
celled and greater us» of wind energy
curtalled

The fnure developiment ol tidal
enerpy in Orknev will be sirangled
vver the next lew years. unless there 1s
progress in the 1aying utu new Orkney
Lo Caithness Hink.

The tidat vnergy Meygen project off
Stroma and Gills is proceeding, while
there |s no similar action in Urkney.

Alex Saimond, when First Minjster,
vigdted Orlay gerveral times o share
his and. the' Scottlsh, Gevernment's

ernthugiasm und beliad in our renews-
bles sector, along with the jobs and
prissperity it hizs the potemtial ro bring,

Lib-Dem cealition eneragy minis-
ter, Ed Davy, has proved ineffective
at grasping the renewable energy
isshie. Along with close colleapue and
friend. Alistair Caimichael, coalition
whip and Scottish Secretary of State,
they have not been abla to inlluence
their own Government’s and Ofgem's

thinkdng, :

The Highlanids and lslands bave
huge potential to generate lacge
quantiies of electricity from tidal,
wave, wind, hydre and othar sources.
Howeior this whundisnt greon snergy
cannot by peod under rhe prisent
Ofgem chirging regline, whith penal-
ises distancil from Landon,

Unlike in Orkney, there are no
strong winids, stroig tdes and big
waves o generate abundant power
anywhere near .ondon

Governments in Scotland and

The Beauly to Denny i
line has been upgraded. Work is pro-
ceeding on laying subsea transmis-
sion cahles from south-west Scotiand
1o Lancashire, from east Caithness
to Aberdeenshire and from eastern
England to mainland Europe.

‘The missing link, in this chain, is
the prospect of a transmission cable,
or iterconpector from the west of

LEupope d Tasuie.
Propie: fiese, €1 cast thelr votus at
the coming Gerbral Blectinn, (o el
a mesigy o the Torky Lib Dems
and Oigem on the future of renew-
able energy.

JOHN MOWAT
Springfield Drive, Kirkwall

ARE YO NTERESTED

NASTRDLOGY AT AL VY2

Hampshire
memorial

1 | may have picked things up
wrongly, hul when this projecl was
first mooted | was left with the distincl
impression that it was heing done
brcause the sailors on the Hompshire
had never bean commemorated.

This, of course, is not the case.

The names of the sajlors “who have
nu known grave” excepl the sea are
inscribed on the Ruyal Naval Memoyial
in Portsmouth, HMS Hampshire's
home port A-shinilar memaorial ot

1,000 namivy exiuts on Plymouth
"d- tu (e satlers whoss home pont
iouth. The memorials refer to
hmh orid Wais.

The ssilors whos2 bodies came
ashore are bul ietl in Lyness Nava)
Cemeterv with individual beadstones.
And there is a monument too. {t also
seems most prubable their names are
mstribed on the war memorials in the
communities from whence they came.
The wall idea fur Birsay thus seems a
bit superflupis,

Maybe the society s apainst rne idea
of w manimit o oo singld
Wall, thare are hupdrods ol
the DK &nd the Commonwiath

Ritcheswer was the War Secretary,
st thites vially Jmj rsmlwduWu
Cabinet, He was Hikoly to mnrr
dout than anyone dlee with
of Riessia. 3t wsis vital to keep Jlussla in
thie o and 56 Gernany's armies
vt on Muf:gﬂ

Thie | rtancs of thrs division
beeame, Al soo eleir affter Russia
withdrew from the war aiter the rev
olution. Now that they had all their
forces concentrated on the Western
Front, the German Spring offensive ol
1918 pearly Sroka the Franco-Hritish
Lines. Culy the arrival of vistly supe-
rior numbuss of frdsh corahat soidiers
from the US stopped the advince and
enthed the war

“'Kitchener was thus an extremely
important person and it was only
appropriate a monument was erected
to him and it deserves to stand alone,
as it has done for 90 years.

As for_the intrusion o'ri war inly

ognar of our lslands. Try

ulllld‘hn lﬁmfs of the plotir-

of Northern France, the

of Ypees or the inhabje-

Allages om the Somme

Sakiot o find oot about real (ntel.
sion of war.

mln

DAVID PARTNER

10 Torness, Kirkwall

-—




On the matter of the economy

In the run-up to the May 7 General Election, The Orcadian will be asking the five candidates for 500 words on a
topic of local importance. This week, we look at the economy.

Dan

Skene

NP

The recession, thiuvugh
the Coalition’s austerity pro-
gramme, has cut five per cent
trom the UK's Gross Domestic
Product — £1,500 for every
man woman and child

That is why it doesn’t feet
as if we have received any-
thing from LibDem claims
to have given us better tax
allowances, and pension
improvements.

In fact, with tax relief at the
top end, it is the poorest who
have lost most thruugh a com-
bination of euts and tax and
henehit changes

To preserve some impres
sivn that public services
are being maintained, the
Chancellor, by March 2016, is
likely Lo have borrowed £160
billion more than he planned,

By his own yardsrick, aus-

terily has failed as a means of
ending recesslon,

Donald Cam

[n my day Job as a lawyer, |
see, time and time again, how
too much bureaucracy and
state intervention can stran-
gle growth and small-scale
enlerprise,

Small or medlum-size busi-
nesses are often managed
by a few individuals and just
don't have the luxury of large
cash balances and staff sup-
port that huge corporativns
possess.

And-yet these smaller busi-
nesses are the real engines
of the economy. | believe
they should be nurtured. One
thing 1 want to achleve as an
MP is to help the many small
— often family-run — busi-
nesses in Orkney, which 1
know are the backbone of the
local economy and which con-
tinue to suffer from tos much
red-tape

It's easy to forget. or dis-
miss, what the Conservative-
led coalition government of
the last five years has done.

Labour said that the econ-
omy could not grow and jobs
would be lost If we stuck with
our plan, But the deficit is
down by half. And there are
more penple in work than
ever befere: that's an incred-
ible fact.

[n addition, Britaln was the

You do not get out of a hole
by removing the means to
climb out, while at the same
time digging deeper.

You invest in the fulure
Those are the successful eco-
nomics of john Keynes.

fastest growing major evon-
omy in 2014.

The cconemic improve-
ments have been felt in
Scotland tow — unemploy-
menl is down in Scotiand by
56,400 since the last General
Election

Employment is up in
Scotland by 174,000 since the
last General Election.

And Ffor every lost public
sector job, three private sec-
tor jobs have been created...

In addition:

® The Job Seeker
Allowance claimant count
in Scotland s down 56,700
(42 per cent) since the last
General Election.

® There were 105000
chlldren living in workless
households In Scotdantl for the.
period April-June 2014.

{t1s how Rousevel stecied
the USA oul of the Graal
Depression

It is how the post-War
Labour Government led
Britain out of debl and
destruction, founding the
Ni1S. and enabling the years
ol Macmillan's “You've never
had it so gnod”

‘The SNP knows well that
we have tu drag our society
out of its indebledness.

But it must and will be a
gradual process linked (w
maderate increase in public
investment and which leaves
spending pvwer in the hands
of the general population.

Na growth would mean nu
recovery, and we cannot and
wiil not tolerare the Tory plan
0 use austerity as an excuse
to cut the contribution of
the wealthy and Increase
inequality.

servative

That's a drop of 39.000
compared to the same period
in 2010 and the lowest since
records began in 1996

@® The Department ol
Wark and Penslons work pro-
gramme has helped 32,620
people in Scotland escape
long-term unemployment and
get into lasting work.

® We bave cul income tax
for 232 miltion Scots and
261.000 people have been
taken oul ol income tax at
altogether.

@ And in 2014 Here were
37,600 more busiucsses in
Scotland compared to 2030,

Those are very significant
achlevements and [ am proud
of chat record of government.

Of course, it’s not been easy
and hard decislons have had
to be made.

Nor am | complacent that
the economy Is yet In full
health — there s much more
to be done.

That's why a vote for the
Conservatives would help us
continue on the road to eco-
NOMIC (ECaOVEry.

Our long-term economic
plan is working

Let us finish the job!

lnequalily dees not help
growth. but it divides our
communities,

We must use the 1ax and
benefits system to redistrib-
ute the countiy’s wealth, with
falr taxation reflecting ability

ta pay. and the reduction of

sneaky indirect taxes, includ-
ing VAT, which relatively hit
the poorest hardest.

Food Bank Britain is not
acceptable. And here in the
Isles our food banks are get-
ting ever busier.

The SNP seeks to enable
“real jobs’, not low pald sea-
sonal work based as often as
not on “Zern hours contracrs™

Without transfer of mini-
mum wage management and

various investment powers w
Scotdand. we will struggle ta
succeed.

But | ntend tw po to
Westminster with spuific
abjectives, inctuding

@ Securing large caparity
connection of Orkney to the
Nationat Grid

@ Doing everything pos-
sible to encourage training
oppurtunities in Orkney for
jobs thal give skilled people
opportunity here.

® Encouraging new house-
building, and expavsion of
programmes, such as the
HEEPS contiact ta Firefli, that
will improve the gualily and
efficlency of exIsting lomes,

@ Good access by Orkney

98

farmers and fishermen to EU
support, and promotion of
their products.

@® A supportive environ-
menl for small businesses
including craft producers.
(Orkney's jewellers are some-
thing special!)

® High-proflle promo
ton of Orkney_tourism, with
a parficulal eye 1o extending
the seasnn.

‘Fhe SNP offers fairness
and hope as we build for the
Ruture,

When Lhe eoalition gov-
ernment was formed, in
2010, the UK had an econ-
omy on the brink.

Our banking system had
had to be rescubd from
collapse, unemployment
had spiked and govern-
ment borrowing was out
of control.

Five years on, we have
an economy thal is grow-
ing again; unemployment
has fallen back to the tevels
we had hefore the crash of
2008; the deficit which had
been over ten per cent of
our total economy is now

halved: inflation is at an al)-tme low; we have
bai susrained low interest rates and Incomes
are now at last growing faster than prices.

That s not to say that the job is done — fa

from it.

It does. hawever, show that the difficult
derisions that we have had to take as a gov-
ernment were right and necessary and that

they are working

‘There are two fundamental choices in this
election — do we conttnue with the economic
plan that Is working or do we go back down
the same path that Look us to the crash of
— as the Labour Party and SNP su, 1

Hilving # strong economy offers s

2008

opporiunties.

Thie pew tx year starvsd an Monday of thiy
ey i

This saw the rallgiog of the to free edriings
limit v £10,600 — up from under 56"':00 at

the strt of the parliament,

Thix o take
iy .T“'Wﬁ?&iﬁ?_, §
A Cut that e wiortly most to o

wurmlight from
huﬁ%

pcnp'. e on low Ipcomes..

Y

v p o do this
because we have a strong and
growing economy.

This avtumn we shall
again see the minimum wage
increased from £6.50 per
hour to £6,70 — a second
consecutive year of rises well
above infatinn

I wanl to see that pattern
continue,

By ralsing the income tax
allowance and the minimum
wage I} should be possible
in the next parllament to get
the minimum wage 1o 4 laval
where it is a living wage.

“I'his agaun is only possible if we stick to the
plan that is dellvering our stronger economny

Independent experts tell us that the NHS
wlill need £8 billion in the next parliament

Just to copé with the demands of an ageing

population and medical advances, Liberal
Democrats are able W commit to making that
expenditure because we have a strong and

growing economy.

0 ec

That is where we differ from the
Conservatives. Liberal Democrats will finish
the job uf eliminating the deficit and then we
shall grow public spending in step with the
growth of our economy. il

The Coriservatives, on the mmu. want
to keep o eurting public spending svom alies
the denelt b gone

A stronges econnmd s at the heatt of fack:
Hing lntqunlnr I vur community.

i5on mwbuethhﬂ

hﬂhh'l’idmmmumea Pt iyt at eisk, " I

" mmm



Thursday, April 9, 2015 » THE ORCADIAN m

Religious Notices T'enders Wanted Public Notices
The Church of Scotiand | T |
EAST MAINLAND
Sunday School & Worship NORTH RONALDSAY PIER ¥ PLANNING .
11am WAITING ROOM & TOILET
ORKNEY APPLICATIONS ORKNEY
Traidcraft Stall ! Ty D) Inuaxos Cowncit fsLinze Cotscn
i Tkoey |s ‘ouncil inviles quotations from suiably qualified -
stomumkoms || S5 e e o oo S || T L e
services af the following property: "’ ;
www.eastmainiandaiumh co.uk 1. North Roualdsay Pier Waiting Room & Tuile! :E; :.p:::i h ';lpn‘::- [l‘“U'. m}u o n:}lﬁl“‘:l“ﬁf
East Maintand Parksh SCO19770 | The W“Pﬂzllh‘llml:]e c;‘e;ned wa fp‘_a;.iigleinn g::]mged lg‘uﬂ!t the leit sade af U home page.
Autbority. malarials jpmen wi. rovided. Stan is o A - ~ -
expected fo be | June 2015, gn‘l&xm will ma ‘;nr 24 mogths with an TOWN& “]L‘Tu‘(:i'f\:';‘z‘m“';%m"mm ACT199?
KGRWALL SHURDH, upllinu m“e'\:ndl:: a hm?:;_( I12 T;:nms Ili‘i)xoaﬁmaled ihal the contract | Town sad L3 " il Procodiure)
EASTO value vi in te range of £1,.000 to £1.500 per annum. 9 " ZE ' Nithee Hegulution
Church of Seoliand SCOUIA002 An Invitanon tw Quete documeni can he abiaincd (iom Jordun Low, I Mh“mh s 013 il L
Upper Room, King Sireet Haks | | procurement Team. Cauncil Offices. Kirkwali al el 01855 873535 Latala, ! iy et Sl
SUNDAY, $21h APRIL. extension 2363 or Jardan Low@orkney.gov.uk | [13mA7Fe
j The deadline tor the receipt of quotations is Monday 20 April 201521 12 1 | -
11.15am noon. Late submissinns will not be considercd | . =
in the Upper Room | { |"m" | m;mﬂ&vﬁﬁ;? [
1 | sk og-profiled tik
[ /| ArageSundayCub| | pROVISION OF A STUDY INTO SO [ etk ]
f . Allwelcome THE ‘FUTURE OF ABATTOIR f} ¥ ¥, \ 1 Comiamms may be made 0 the dhove devEliponints withia 14 days from
W yeOmeyIce 0014 SERVICES IN ORKNEY AND N - ::;P::‘:n(:‘l‘:‘;:; BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS N
= 3 s | A h ] 2l . b ? J S P
POTENTIAL MARKETS FOR O’Rl'(‘?E‘ CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE cv!ﬂll KIRK UR.C. ORKNLEY BEEF A‘ND LAMB: = Conn Applicatioa(s) 1’,’:‘::&::: J‘:;‘“‘M: LS LE |
PALA Pmmw iy KIRKWALL OIC/PROC/0369 Application(s) for Listed Bullding Consent |
Reformed Church | Orkncy Istands Council invites quotabons irom suitably qualified and TManning Ref |Development Locatlm Illup-d Development
Charity No: SC012028 | experienced for the psovi of a sudy inin e furure of -
. abatiair secvices in Orkney and potential markes for Orhney beef and TR TPF & (2652 Cathorine s Fiece, ([estell feplaerment dour. add
SUNDAY, 12th APRL {amb . 11150308 Kiwall ghuing in cxisting
s Sunday Senvce 1, 15am | | Oriney Isands Counail basx budge up lo 2 of £30.000 for | | s stud case windows and
S from URC Coliega | the smdy. which :.lr.ludr.\ VAT iwhere applicable} A a9 & Wl Tiisiel. W-
Lunch after the service A Iy 0 Quote dosomwest csh be pliaised from Jondan 1o ISNEUPP |14 Main Sireet, Kikwall [ hon iminwatcr g §
=11 2 Prisonarsrent Teand” Ciwimeil. Offices. Kirkwull w0 12 (856 873533 raplace eaiting wollj
|Eviblyoing wWeicoine suicasom 2361 or Jonims Loweerdoey ik The deadling for hes |
mnﬂi#a!%ﬂMl‘M?WRﬂd 12 noon. Lalc 3
st Wi A be u.»_m_ld.nrell
It
I BAP"(I"lg#wc?thch Comments may he miide oo !h::h.-nmwuh\n 21 days from
L s PROVISION OF A the duie of Muﬂhﬂ notice.
TUMA SEE Submit any commznis 1o the m Denvalapmans
SUROTT STAE L. LASER SCAN OF THE Manimesness, (rkey [t Coueil.  Kirkwall KWISINY
J ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL O =1 "EY or Klirsstbrely your comments W planning@orkney.gos uk
1kl i i RKN
Rl S OIC/PROC/0370 e GO I
| B.15pm Evening Senvice Orkney blands Cowncil inviles quotarions frem swilably qualibed and LIAM McARTHUR BRSAY %m
l Al warmly wek periencéd 0 underrake a laser scan of the St Magius and
J Srvanad Scetien Chairy N SHETEY g!lm (:Imb(‘mll P & bsclger wps (0 0 s of EW0.000 for SANDAY CEOF
L e tmscmil e S Nagais Cethenval, which exchudes VAT (s hore COMMUNITY PUBLIC MEETING
: ?‘:ﬂ"‘iﬂ e ATl COUNCIL THURSDAY 16 APRIL
CATHOLIC CHURCH m Ivity mmmmgt \ ki i, ’ at7 16pm m
' Varcurinent Tesin, Conscil Offices Kitkwall ot jel (il 836 ¥7353% ill hold a
| %mg’;gﬂ;&ﬁ” |/ viemion 283 o Joeadows oy goesh. Tte. disdlion o b BIRSAT COMMAINITY HALL
1 g Ve teciipt OF spiitions i Thipsday 7 May 2018 ot 12 aooe. Late PUBLIC MEETING ONEV,
HOLY MASS b il ned be crushlesed o ONEVACANGY
| EVERY SUNDAY = =525, == re AIR AMBULANCE A Pubic Meeting shab be hed l e
\lam A PROVISION muumsveqﬂwdmmﬁl
{ SHAPIHSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL (senlof represantatives from | | WM vecancy on Basay Communly
| RieiCORS) ‘ SUB-LET OF the smﬁls,h Ambulance :””""
| For weekday Mass tmes SMITHY CAFE/RESTAURANT Service will be present to elecioss entered on the cumenl
| Tl 01856 g6 Sk Ballour Village, Shapinsay o e ;;::m L
| Frgemntes Ak e aponrtunty P e to werie this vial communily catéirestaurant on ifited 1o attEnd the Publlc Meating
frelity i the ot of Balfoor | The sub-leate would start as soon MONDAY, 13th APRIL, | | Candidates must be entesed on
L. L ity b0 thy sumemar. period, with a fonge lease being 2015 the cuner publshed Register
| STROMNESS sigerinill Suaruanst of Bectrs fa the Birsay ama
| PARISH CHURCH farangeinosty cun T ade 4o aquipmant t bs provided Hf raquired. in
i : Fiw hurites oy pleese contact WS Leste, Tek 101856) 711389 of
Reg CriaityNo: SCOOI0S mmmw&“ - THE HEILSA FIOLD
| SUNDAY, 12th APRIL *WH.WMHMEm&mEWM mr;nm CENTRE
i 11,16am Morning Worship m‘mmwmwm {0185 873535, ; 2.00-3.30pm
XPRESSIONS OF INTEREST INVITED AS S0ON AS POSSIBLE. Everyone welcome
F Za0epiSi e " DEADLINE OF MONDAY 20 APAIL 2015, ] {4
| Al warmly welcome S=-F
Y e | s 2R i
| meoesseors | Public Notices
STMAGNUS CATHEDRAL | |
{Ghh of Scetiand) AL H
Scoltish Charity SC0 05322 COMMUNITY LEARNING gl SCOTTISH.
& DEVELOPMENT (') v | 'usERarptmockars
SUNDAY, 12h ARRY. . Eons Connen’ llsllil Carmichael
L L tirerel Bersecral Candiials
TRt Spring programme of evening | | win v compaigaing in
Moming Servica and daytime classes 2015 Streasay
] of Cetebration ] - Satisday, 11th Apiil
e Book now to ensure your place! Boy, Fleita
- Full details of all classes ob oﬂ'er arg available on ond Frth /
BAPTIST CHURCH L3Otk LA SOLy) Ly B : Wednesday, 16t Apr
ST CHURCH | | sy oo cn ok o pogmane o 010 | | g
 Sunday Worship 11,458 | A Py = .
W&ygsw Booking for many classes will close on 17 April 2015.
[ me For fusther information or to make a booking please
Tob HARATRITEG. contact Orkney Islands Council, Customer Services —

am

Contact Julie on 01856 879000

*

1

The Oread

or email adverts@orcadian.co.uk




QQ%N

100

Northern Isles spring20i1s

EWS

Delivered free to homes in Orkney and Shetland

REVEALLL:

The SNP independence
obsession that’'s  Sce
putting local back
scrvices at riski=P2gc

With just weeks before the Northern Isles goes to the

ALISTAIR CARMICHAEL
IS SETTING THE PACG

- The choice

th less than two
months to go unttl
! the next election

local Liberal Democrat MP
Alistair Carmichael 1is
setting the pace in the
Northern Isles.

Alistair said, "It has been an
enormous privilege to
represent Orkney and Shetland
in the House of Commons, I
have never taken the support
of local people for granted and

ng DWN B

listair Carmi

Idon't intend to start now. The
Liberal Democrats will be
fighting a strong, positive
campaign from now to May
7th.”

Shetland MSP, Tavish Scott
added, "In so many areas,
Alistair Carmichael has done
for local people in government
what he campaigned on in
opposition. Winning a lower
level of fuel duty for the isles,
blocking the closure of

T—

Shetland Coastguard Station, Liam McArthur commented,
keeping the emergency tug “As MSP for Orkney, I have
stationed in Orkney, reform of worked closely with Alistair
the Crown Estate - just toname and have seen how
afew." phenomenally hard he works
for local communities. The

"Shetland council house

choice for us this time is
tenants have benefitted from paiween Alistair - a hard
his winning a deal that wrote

) x working local MP who has
off our historic housing debt. 3a)ivered for local

They were facing rent rises of oy munities - or a Nationalist

up to 35% after the SNP in w4 wi]] take his orders from
Edinburgh  withdrew our gpginburgh.”

housing support grant.”

chael’s record
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' The local
choice in May

We are now just weeks away
from Lhe next general election on
7th May.

The question for local people then
will be — who will realty get things
done far the Northern Isles?

Some opinion polls are showing
| a nationwide surge in support for
the SNP, Here in Orkney and
Shetland the only possible
winners  will be the Liberal
Democrats or the Nationalists.

The SNP has only one abjective
in May — to win independence by
the back door. Nothing else
matters as much 10 them as
independence, That is why they
took their eye off the ball in
govemment and neglected vital
public services like health and
education while they campaigned
for independence

They also insist on controling
everything from . Edinburgh.
Nationalist MSPs always support
this centralisation and never
sland up for us against it. A
Nationalist MP will be expected
to toe the Edinburgh line.

Local Liberal Democrat MP,
Alistair Caimichasl, on Lthe other
hand, has a record of standing up
for local communities and gelting
things done. As a government
minister he has won a better deal
for local comwmunities. Taking
local interests to the heart of
government, he has a solid
record of local achievements,

Local people know he can be
relied on to stand up for them and
to get things done.

Biggest ever rise
in state pension

Liberal Democrat‘triple lock’ on pensions

has seen a year-on-year rise since 2010

he Liberal
Democrats in
government have

delivered an inflation-
busting rise in the level of
the state pension.

Despite difficult economic
circumstances, they have
restored the link between
pensions and earnings
broken by the Thatcher
government in the 1980s. In
fact they have gone even
further than that by
introducing a “triple lock”
on the state pension. This

guarantees an annual
increase either in line with
inflation, average earnings
or 2.5% - whichever is
highest.

- As a result the state pension

is now £800 a year higher
than it was in 2010.

Alistair Carmichael
comnmented, “Dealing with
the conscquences of the
financial crash in 2008 has
meant having to take many
difficult decisions on public
spending. Pensioners,
however, needed particular

protection. They do not have
the choices available Lo rest
of us.

“This is something that only
happened because we were
part of the coalition’
government. The
Conservatives did not want
to do it. The Labour Party
had thirteen years to do it
but didn’t.

“T would like to see the next
government write the
“triple lock” into law.”

SNP Give All The Cash To 'I'he Central Belt - Again

w0 b i h sl

Government

plans to give all

the money for
helping children firom
poorer families to
councils in the central
belt have been
slammed by Northern
Isles politicians.

Orkney and Shetland
Liberal Democrat
campaigner, Alistair
Carmichael said, “This is
hard to believe. The
nationalists scem to
think  that poorer
families either don't
exist or don't need help
outside the central belt.

“South of the border the
Liberal Demnocrats have
invested £2.5 billion in
the “pupil premium”.
Money there goes to
every child receiving
{ree school meals so no
child who needs help will
miss out. It is a system
that has won wide-spread

“The nationalists seem to
think that poorer families
either don’t exist or
don’t need help
outside the central belt.”

praise and is already
making a massive
difference to  what
children from poorer

backgrounds
achieve.”

Orkney MSP, Liam
McArthur added, “This
is now one more area
where the “postcode
lotterv” will apply. You
should get help if you
need it. It should not
depend on where you

live.”
Tavish  Scott MSP
commented, “When the

SNP were desperate to
win in the Western Isles
they introduced Road
Equivalent Tariff. Now
that they are desperate to
win seats in the Central
Belt all the cash is going
there.”




Liberal Democrats make extra
for the NHS their top priority

worklng hdl‘d to qnfeguard rest of Britain.

The leeral Democrats are though fllmdm;z has gone up m lh(‘ |y

the future—ﬁf }mr' N};IS

They have announcod a fully cosled
plan lo'increase NllSlundmg acr oss
the UK over and above lnﬂatlon

The independent antl
respected health think mnk
King's Fund™,

the only party (o
spending that maney.

“hi ig hl v

recently esnmated
that the NHS will need an extra
"Bbhllun m'm the next parh ament,
The Liberal Demacrats are so far
commit  to

- ‘In lhls palliamenl the Loa]mopl
te tted the NHS'

govcmment has pr
budget so thal i
- rise'in line with |

Carmichael said:

'\Id us. as .
servicet

Liberal Democrats have improved |

services across the NHS in England,
lower
and 55,000 poople
having access (o cancer drugs they
were (lcnled|under the last Labour

with 6,000 more doctors,
wiiting times

Governmenl.

Sadly the same can not be said for
Scotland. where the NHS is run by
the Qcomsh SNP gover nmem

Independen >tudles ha\e shown
“that tljclSeomsh-SNP Go "e‘rnmenla
‘has et JN}IS_ (undmg dmp “in

,-Scoﬂamﬂmﬁhc last fewnea.r: even money on healthcare s our prlox‘ {0
5 f01 the proueeds ofthat growth 1

W':- wr:”" ! ‘”"
P o o LT

Parliament.. This

top pr ll’)l’lt\’

“The Liberal Democrats are able to
make this commitmen] because our
economic plén is working and our |
economy is gmmng bpuuhn'l,n'orel |

- Vh o ™

(X1

€
done this despite having to makoI
e (ut's in other public spendlng *'Ll'

Cummenung ol the planq
“In the _fnq
r.h"m..mb domands 'm'l nnufls‘

T hal ‘s why if the Liberal l)omou als
are pau;of any (uture government !
they will increase funding by at |
least £8billion by the end of the
means
money for Scotland, with mental
health and local services being lhe !

S Sl

A Ounly the Liberal
Democrats have a plan
to invest in the NHS
acrosa the UK, which wiil
increase the maney
avaltablz in Scotland,

more

£8bn
extra
for the
NHS.

cott Slams SNP’s
NHS « Cash Grab

igures  showing

that local health

services have been

seriously under-
funded, despite SNP
promises, have drawn an
angry response from
Shetland MSP. Tavish
Scott.

He said. “Last month the
Scottish Government
ingisted that all health
boards would be brought
within 1% of pavity of their
funding formula. The

boasted they were hitting
their target a year early.

£1.51 less cash for
the NHS in the
Northern Isles

o a———— 1
“This mouth, we learn that
this is not {rue. NIIS
Shetland is still being short-
changed by £900,000. whilst
NHS Grampian, which
provides kev services to

Shetland Dpatients, has been
-',,_shoruhanged 10 the tune of ¢

£17m.

“This [unding iz needed to
help deliver vital health
services to Shetland patients,
They, along with the NHS
staff in Shetland deserve lo
know why, in the space of
five weeks, Scotlish
Ministers have gone back on
their earlier proinises.”

Liam McArthur  MSP
added, “In Orkney the figures
show that we are being
undertunded © by  some

£600.000. In a cornmunity like

ours that sort nfmoney cowld
make a huge difference.”

Lib pem Who will really deliver

2018+ but
no further
Incrense

for the NHS?
Tories

No specific
real terms
funding plans.

SNP

Health funding
in Scotland
has fallen.

Shetland
Ambulance
Service
““creaking
at the seams?”

hetland  MSP.  Tavish

Scoer. has warned SNP

Health Minister. Shona

Robison. that ambulance
cover in Shetland is “creaking at
the seams™.

deal  with
probleins



