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IN THE MAGISTRATE'S COURT HELD AT
"LOWER HUTT IN ITS DOMESTIC JURISDICTION - D,P._NO. 69/76

BETWEE N : SUSAN ROSEMARY REID
of Lower Hutt - larried Woman

Applicant
A N D: ANTHONY FULTON REID
- 3) olin Grove,
Lower Hutt - Retired
Defendant

DATE OF HEARING: 16 December 1

976
17 December 1976

DATE OF JUDGMENT:

COUNSEL: Mr Gazley for Applicant
. Mr Camp for Defendant
Mr McGregor for Children

NOTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE F. BREMNER S.M.

SUSAN ROSEMARY REID SWORN:

My full name is Susan Rosemary Reid. I live at 14 Colin
Grove, Lower Hutt. I am the wife of Anthony Fulton Reid, living
at the same address. I am the applicant and he is the defendant.
There are four children in the marriage. There is Philip who is
aged 20. At the moment he is living near Lower Hutt. There is
then Matthew aged 18 who is living at home. There is Timothy
aged nearly 16 who is now at home from college in Christchurch.
There is Caroline aged 12 who is living at home. I am 46 and
my husband is 51. My husband is not working at the present time

and has not done so since February 1976, I was employed by
.Reid containers as their wage clerk and I did typing. Reid
Contaiers was a family business. That business is now sold.
Apart from Reid Containers and prior to Reid Containers I have
not had any work., I did not work during the marriage apart
from my husband's family business. I had rarticular-training.
I am a qualified physidtherapist. But none of that work during

the period of marriage. My husband never wanted me to work '
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during our marriage. As to the present state of the marriage I
would say there was no marriage. We are both living under the
same roof, In the morning Caroline and I get up early - we
try and get downstairs - I have been sleeping in her room for
the last 10 months. We have been sharing the same bedroom. We
get up early and try and have breakfast before the rest of the
family are downstairs because I find it is impossible for us

all to eat together. The reason why is because my husband is so
unpleasant find fault with food with me, It upsets me‘ and even
more it upsets my daughter. There have been 2 odcasiong lately
when she has gone off the school without any breakfast because
she refuses to eat in the same room with her-father. If we
succeed in having breakfast like I said before we are not
interrupted by any of the family. If any other members of

the family come we usually go and finish it somewhere else if
there is trouble. Following breakfast the youngester is generally
off to school. My husband is‘at home all the time because he
hasn't got a job, By reason of him being in the house I leave
the hbuse at the same time as my daughter. If I didn't leave
the house I would be followed around. I would be provoked and
life would be unpleasant. To avo;d this I find the best
solution is to get out of the house, I would say I have been
doing this since about March or April. This is of 1966 of this year.

I return to the house when my daughter gets back from school.
Iﬁén I usually try and get something done about & meal. My husband
then quité often comes into the éoom and tries to provoke and N
aggrevate. We have not eaten our evening meal together for
months, Again as I say the reason is the unpleasantness,
Yault is found with the meal., I am found fault with. My son
Matthew finds fault with the meal -~ he finds fault with me. ;
Again it was not condusive to anyone eating anything. I normally
take my daughter and my meals up to the bedroom that we have
been sharing and we eat our meal off trays. leaving my son Matthew
énd my husband downstairs with theirs. We have a bedroom dowstairs
that has a dressing room anq_bathroom complete, He has been
occupying that bedroom on his own with a spaniel dog that he
brought into the house earlier this room since about Mareh of this

- year, I ocould look it up and.tell you precisely. After the
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evening meal we do not share the evening together. Lately my
husband has been going out. Prior to that he and Matthew may
watch television downstairs. My daughter’and I would be upstairs.
She would do her homework up there, That is in Caroline's bedroom
which did have a television set which came from my mother in law's
place. We have had that. Caroline and I sleep in the same
bedroom. It has been the beginning of March this year since

my husband and I slept together. This situation is obtained since
at least of March of this year., Prior to March of this year

I had been to a solicitor in June of 1975. That was because I
wanted to visit England to see a sick father. My father was in
his 70t's. My husband was not making it easy for me to go.

I was to take my daughter with me to England. I was only going

to be away for four weeks. I was paying. I paid for both of us.
In a fit of rage my husband signed the passport form for my
’daughter to go to England, which was necessary to have both parents
signatures on the passport form. I have a British passport.

I attended at the airport to leave. I'saw my husband earlier

that morning at home. Our second son Matthew was on his way

back from college. My husband had been rung by his housemaster
that morning to say he was on his way home because he had been
caught drinking and he wished my husband to remove him from college.
My husband said "You can't go to England now". And I said "Why
not - you are here to look after Matthew". He was then aged

17. I said your here. He can go to High School and sit his
scholarship and I felt that the two of them could look after
themselves for four weeks. I proceeded to England at.the end of
July and recturned at the end of August. We were away exactly
four weeks and two days I think. When Ireturned I was greeted

at the Airport by my hudand, by Matthew and Tim. My husband

told me he had handed in his resignation to the Dickinson Robinson
Group. We got home to a very unhappy situation. They weren't a
slightest bit interested in our holiday. Matthew told me in no
uncartain terms he did not want to hear anything about my family.
I reminded him it was his family too. And it seemed to me that
they felt I was redundant. They had managed very successfully
without me and it was within a few weeks that I was ordered out

of the house by my husband. I had during that year on at least

two occasions been kicked out of bed. One time I had a very sore
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ear and had to sleep on the other side. Another time I went dver
to a next door neighbour who did try and come back and talk to '
my husband until the early hours of the morning but I was still
sleeping with him at that stage. When I had returned from overseas
I would say that the marriage had deteriorated. As a result it
was when I went to see the solicitor about going to England
it was his suggestion that we did seek marriage guidance. I took
up that suggestion. My husband co-operated with that suggestion,
He was the first person to go to marriage guidance., We visited
them together and separately in all I think Mr Clark said 17
times. The result was that it seemed to be no help at all. My
husband felt that perhaps we could go to someone who could be
more helpful and we did get a Samaritan to come to our home.
That‘did not do any good at all. The problem as far as I could
see and as far as everyone else could see my husband had '
certain fixed ideas and when people tried to point out these
things to him he just wasn't prépared to listen. Or take any
suggestions, So far as the marriage was concerned the only
thing that came out of marriage guidance was that they felt
there was absolutely no reason why I shouldn't take my daughter.
with me to visit my ailing father, to be away for four weeks.
After I returned there was . no result from marriage guidance
after I returned. I was prepared to persist with marriage
guidance. They told me that at time I felt that they éould be
of any help I was free to ge. I cannot speak about my husband's
attitude - I can't speak for him.
In anticipation of the hearing that wag for July I had
been keeping a record of events and conversations as they occurred.
I had been keeping it from 23 February. In anticipation of the
hearing and prior to the hearing I got a note from my solicitor
saying he supplied a full photocopy of my notes to my husband's
solicitor. I knew he had a copy. I have not had any notes to
counter what I had stated in those notes from my husband.
I confirm that that document numbered 1 to 46 represents my notes
EHA from 23 February 1976 to 12 July. On 23 February it says that
Reid packs his bags and moves into a motel for a few days.

I do not know why. He probably thought that it would be a good idea.
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I go to bed and I am rudely awakened by my husband pulling back

the bedclothes and telling me to get out of bed. 1 have no idea

what the reason for that was. I go upstairs and once more he
pulls off the bedclothes but I stay in that bed. I do not
know the reason for his pulling off the bedclothes. There is a

suggestion on 29 February there was some physical violence to me

by my husband. I haven't got an exact eecee....(inaudible).

On 3 March I made a note of phsyical violence incidence but I‘
have no memory of it at all. On Wednesday 10 March my husband
came in about 7.30 calling various people pommy bastards with
me likened to them. Insinuating that he had a wife that was
similar. He apologised later in the evening for that. He
then asked me to go downstairs and sleep with him as he was in
need of great comfort. I said I preferred to stay where I was.
Then my husband went into see Matthew and talks to him. He
persuades Matthew to come in and ask me. I declined again. By
this time Caroline said she wouldn't get into bed if I didn't
go down so I reluctantly go down. After about % an hour or an
hour I could really see if wasn't going to work so I spent the
rest of the night upset again. On Thursday 11 March I was

in the bathroom on the toilet preparing to go to the Citizens
Aid Bureau. My husband made some comment about his brother.
He suggested I was running his brother down. He then slapped
me four times on the face. I then asked his quietly if he would
let me get out of the bathroom. With bad grace he allows me to

leave the house. On Friday 12 March some friend of 20 years

standing came in., She told him that she thinks its quite the best

thing invthe circumstances. My husband told her we were
separating and she said it was quite the best thing to do.

That infuriated him and he started condeming myself and Phillip.
> The elder boy. On 13 March my husband brings up this subject$
with my friend and tells my friend to leave the house.

On 15 March I am asked if I could produce a decent meal. As

I have written here I realiy do think f provide wholesome meals.
But more often than not they are left by my husband uneaten,

I asked for housekeeping on 17 March and I was given $3 for
todays groceries. I have to pay Careyis accounts out of my

own money and the childs uniform out of my own money.

»
.
.
.
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Half of that was my own personal clothing. I prepare lunch

for my husband and he complains about the quality of that,

He wanted to take lunch to golf and he complained. He said he
would be ashamed to eat such a lunch in fient or his golfing
companions. He comes home that night and refuses the dinner I
prepared. By that time - 15 March - he had heard about my
asking for a separation by receiving a letter. I produce the
letter - a copy that was sent on my behalf. My husband received
that letter. He insisted on reading it aloud to Matthew.

Even though I said it was none of Matthew's business he still
continued to read the letter to him. On the 18th there is an
incidgnt regarding Caroline and boarding schoocl. She is in tears
because apparently he threatened her that she would have to go
to boarding school. She did not want to go there. Matthew was
present. He sided with his father., On 20 March I was speaking
to my son Phillip on the phone. Phillip was told most of the
contents of the letter. On 22 March I ha&e written that I try
and get out of the house as often as I can because my husband

is in the house. As to the situation with meals the child

was not eating well and things were unpleasant. At meal times
there would be the rudeness from my husband and my son.

On 23 March the child was upset at dinner time. I suggested we should
eat at different times. My husband's attitude was that he was the
head of the house and the daughter would eat with them. I have
got that written down here, Fating with him would have a

bad effect on her because she just wouldn't eat. On 27 March

I offered my husband a cup of tea in the morning and he abused
me. I was mending a pair of underpants and they are pulled away
from the sewing machine and I am told not to finishing mending
them. There was no reason given for that conduct. On the 29th
I was speaking to my son Tim in Christchurch. While I was
speaking to him my husband snatches the phone away from me

and prevents me from speaking to the boy. I did speak very
briéfly to him before the phone was snatched from me. There

was no reascn why I could see him acting that way. On 31st
March I had to ask for housekeeping. My husband said he would
have to do the housekeeping and shopping because he would have

to get used to it. There was an unpleasant meal amongst the
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family. The next day I have to ask again for housekeeping

and I was told to make a list and he would buy it. He said

he would pay the grocery bill and home help if home help came.

I was having home help at that time. $7 a week was being paid
to the home help I think. My husband told her that she wasn't
to come until the separation was all settled and he gave her
$100. I wrote down when she left somewhere, April 3 a Saturday
my husband is in the shower and I move the land cruiser. I

did that because I was trying to get Phillip's car out for his
girlfriend to drive up to see him. I got home from doing that.
I get home and my husband is furious. He wants to know about
the hire purchase on Phillips car., I asked for my handbag back
that he had grabbed from me and he handed it to Matthew.

Matthew then gave it to his father, Some of the contents spilt

on the floor. Caroline was brought into the matter. She heard
all this. She was ordered up to her bedroom by her father.

Caroline tried to get the bag for me. He handed it to Matthew.
Untimately my husband took my bag up to the bathroom and

kept the contents of the bag up there, After that he gave the
bag back. Whilst these incidents are 60curing Matthews
attitude to me is most unpleasant. Caroline was sent up to

her bedroom by her father, I went up to see her and she was
most upset. My husband then took Caroline into the bathroom
but I don't know what for; I put my leg in the doorway

to try and stop him from locking it. Matthew pulls me back

and putshis hand around my neck and prevents me from leaving
the room that Carcline and I share, Even though I do ask

him quietly to do so, She is locked in *le batihroom with

her father. She then comes back irio the bedroom in a most
distressed state. We decide it is better that we both leave
the house and we do so. I don't there were any marks on me
from Matthew's attentions to me. I return to the house still on
Saturday the 3rd. I feel that my every move is being watched.
Matthew is still very unpleasant. On 5 April I have to provide
a housekeeping list and I have to withdraw $10 from.the benefit
monies. That was the day for Marriage Guidance. I rang Marriage
Guidaﬁce. On 6 April I still had no housekeeping. I am still

leaving the house about 9 and not returning until about 3.15.
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The reason being that my husband is at home and there is incessant
provocation. On 6 April the state of Lindy is that I feel

that she is being put under unecessary teﬁsion and as well as

her father being unpleasant her brother is becoming objectionable
to her too. I have great difficulty in prgaring a meal and I

have on occasions not only on this day to walk out of the house

gso that I don't lose my temper.

TO THE COURT

Q. What sort of difficulties would you have in preparing

a meal?
A. Well I wasn't left in peace to prepare the meal.
My husband would come into the kitchen provoking
me - to get me to lose my temper. He knew I had
to be in the kitchen to prepare the meal and that
would be the one room he would come into. Even
though there are plenty of rooms in the house where
he could be.
Q. What would he do -typically what would he do?
A. He might light his pipe and stand nearby over the bench.
Stop me getting saucepans out of the cupboard.
Mostly remarks to provoke me - goad me into losing
my temper.
Q. Along the lines of generally blocking you way
A, Well yes
Q. Did he ever offer suggestions as to what knife you
should be using for this or why are you ding that.
Was it that sort of thing or something more deliberate.
A. It was much more deliberate. Being unpleasant.
I get the impression he knew I was trying my best to
prepare the meal and he would know I had to be in
that room. He would try to get me to lose my temper
and I was determined I wash't going to do that,
As to the meal itself it was just as unpleasant as it had been of
late. I went out afterwards to the church group. I had removed
a folder which stated how I had paid for our beach house. My

husband was furious because he had not got a copy with all the
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details. Turning to the 9th of April I am out all day until 315
when I meet Carolie and Matthew then requests a meal for a friend.
I said of course he may come for a meal. Then my husband comes
into the kitchen and he says he feels that I thinks we really
'couldn't eat our meal together. He gave no reason. He then
tells me I should eat on my own in the kitchen. The others
were going to eat in the dining room - my husband included.
I said I should go and tell Peter who happens to be his godson
saying that this is what his godfather wished me to do and what
would be his reaction on it. There was no reason that I know of
for my husband to suggest I eat on my own in the kitchen.
He gave no reasons, He came back and ate the meal on his own.
He went out of the house so the rest of us ate together. On
Saturday the 10th I am informed by Matthew that my husband is
keeping a dairy and so was he, On 11 April - Sunday at breakfast
my husband produces a tape recorder. He tells me Phillip
apologises to him for being such a bhad son. I am also asked that
I would please admit my faults to him. I was not told what my
faults were supposed to be. Not as far as I know. I have
been told that I am a most conceited woman, a lazy woman,
greedy and I am also blamed for being a pommy. These are my
faults I have been told. There was a conversation about the dog.
I asked what would happen if my husband went away. Because he
brought the dog into thehouse - it was his dog and therefore
his responsibility. The conversation about the dog is taped.
I don't know for what reason. To my knowledge at this stage I
do not know if any other conversations had been taped. There
might have been. I am asked why I think I would have the
custody of Lindy. According to him I ém not a fit person to
look after her. He gave no reason why.
About 10.00 pm or thereafter my husband produced his
tape recorder and he taped a conversation which he had with
Phillips's girlfriend. No reason that I know., He told me then
that he thought that Phillip was the cause of our marriage

breaking up. He has not told why he feels that Phillip is the cause.

Majebecause he is the eldest of the family. I cannot see
any reason why Phillip is or could Be the cause of the breakup.

He could be brought in as a slight way because I feel that his
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father has been very hard on him for years. On Tuesday 13

April I had to leave a shopping list again .and asked for
housekeeping as I had to do the Easter shopping. .....}....
(inaudible)eeeeoees On 13 April the tape recorder is in
evidence still, I leave a'shopping list. I am followed around
with a tape recorder by my husband. He has a tape recorder in
his hand. I don't know the object of that. I have never

heard these'tapes played back to my knowledge. That day he said
he had been to see Dr Abrahams. He asked me if I'would be
prepared to visit Dr Abrahams. I said I would be prepared to go
and visit him. I rang up the surgery. My husband takes the
phone from me and then tells the nurse how urgent it is that I
should have an appointment. I imagined the appointment was for
me to help him. To help my husband. Dinner that night was
unipleasant. Caroline is nét eating well at that mealtime. My
husband still feels that his daughter should eat with him.

And she shouted at nim. On 14 April Ian putting the washing
into the washing machine and my husband grabs his dirty clothes
and says that he would rather do them .himself. He slapped me

in the face. That actually occurred. I do not know of any
reason for him to do that. I was doing what I thought would

be the correct thing to do and that was the family washing.

I do not know why he did this; The -dog is still making a mess
around the place and my husband has cleared that up. I am

told by my husband that he expects me to cook decent meals for
the family. I believe I had been cooking wholesome meals for
the family. I was cooking what I was given to cook in any event.
I mentioned the fact that I couldn't plan meals if I didn't do
the shgping so I was given $10. Oﬁ 14 April at 6.20 I return
home with Caroline. From Chilton Easter service. A deep
freezer arrives. He tells me that the deep freeze belongs to
Matthew but I can't think why it would. We get home after the
service and the rest of the family haven't bothered to wait.

The meal has already been started. On 15 April I come down to
breakfast. The chair is pulled away from under me by my husband. -
No reason is given. I sit on the floor. I felt it was a
deliberate pulling away from me. I don't think so that it
would be accidental. Caroline was very upset and she came

in to have her breakfast. She would not continue to have it
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unless I sat in the kitchen. We always have breakfast in the
kitchen, As a result of her condition I ring up friends.

1 take her to the gate. I ring up friends to make arrangements
for her to stay with friends over Easter because I feel she

would be happier to stay with friends her age and away from

the home. On April 16 Easéer Friday Mrs Jones comes to the hcme.
She suggested they might have a bath at my place because they -
have not got anymt water of their own. My husband comes home
with Tim about 9 and hears about what is to occur. He says what
right have I got to ask my friends around to watch his colour
televisbn, He then said he didn't think there would be enough
hot water but they both had hot baths and there was plenty left
for me to have a hot bath after they had gone. On Easter Saturday
17 April my husband is cdoking a meal for Matthew, Tim and himself,
He is not cooking for anyone else. There was difficulty in my
getting into the kitchen and when I did I cocked myself a meal.

On that date I endeavoured to have a conversation with Tim.

The result was that he was ordered away by his father. No reason

was given. I was just have a mother and son conversation with
this boy.

My husband never gaven any reason for ordering me away from Tim.
On that same day I said I would be back to cook the evening meal.
He doesn't want to wish me to do so. On Easter Monday I made

a cake for Tim to take back to college.‘ My husband is very
rude about the cake. He obviously thought it was a pretty bad
effort and I said it was up to Tim. He can decide whether he
wants to take the cake back to college or not. Because of the
state of the house at that time I went out and had a meal with
friends. The next day Tuesday 20 April I have a meal at the
Olsens when I go and collect Caroline. She has been there for
the Easter period. We get home about 8.30 and my husband is
in a pretty foul mood., Carcline is so frightened of her father
that she won't even let me have a bath. This would mean she
would be on her own in the bedroom. The next day Tim is taken
to the Christchurch plane. He does Not come and see me before
he leaves. I was available to be seen. I was in bed. I would
have liked to have said goodbye. In the whole six days he

was home I was not given any opportunity to speak to the boy.
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The tape recorder is produced again this 21st of Apfil.

It is-produced when my husband states he is going away. I ask
if he has an address at which he could be contacied. He turns
on the tape recorder then., He gives me a cheque for $80 and
then promptly tears it up. He does not say why he does that,

I found a letter written by my husband to Matthew. This is the
letter that I found dated 21 April 1976, AIt is addressed to
Matts, which is my son Matthew written by my husband. It says
another barney this morning. I gave Mum her housekeeping

cheque and simply asked her to look after you too. Her reply
was that that would depend on how rude you were to her and if

he was you would call the Police. Itve already been to see them
when he tried to throttle me." It carries on "I was furbus and
tore the cheque up but I do think she must have some money so I
am leaving it with you. You may buj the food etc. or give it

to your mother. Please yourself. Mrs Hetchings should have

$7 each week. Please see that it is available for her. Suggest
you put it‘in envelope provided. Good Luck. Suggest you put

$7 in envelope each week, Signed Dad." He - Matthew who

was not quite 18 was to hand out the housekeeping to me. _
That same day an incident occured on 21 April in front of Matthew.
Matthew warned his father because my husband is trying to hit me.
He did not hit me because of Matthew's warning. He had already
got hold of some beads and I wanted to get an envelope from ny
husbands desk to put the beads in an envelope. Hoping they could
be eo...(inaudible)sscecec.. my husband grabs the envelope from
me and they are again further scattered afield. I don't know
why he grabbed the beads. I was wearing them. Before that was
when T said I wouldn't hesitate to call the Police if Matthew
gets unpleasant. I any event Matthew did warn my husband.

That éame time I had an apéointment with Dr Abrahams for the

next day. I was going believing 1 was assisting my husband.

The next day I went to Dr Abrahams. On 22 April. As far as

I was concerned it did not accomplish anything. The doctor
seemed quite bewildered. He.told that my husband had another
appointment with him on his return from holiday. On my
hugband's return from holiday. The doctor did not want to see
me again. I do not know if my husband kept the appointment on his

return from his holiday. ”I have nothing further from Dr Abrahams
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in any event. On Friday 23 April my petrol account was stopped.
I have had a petrol account for some considerable time. It was

a joint account that we both charged petrol from. That had been

going on for years. I wasn't told by my husband that it was closed

I was told by the petrol station manager. I was most embarrassed

about it. I did not ask my husband any reason for him denyng
me this account. I was not told by him. On 25 April a Sunday
Phillips my eldest son's car was locked by my husband.

Phillips girlfriend wanted to drive him back to his place of
work. As a result they had to take my car. Matthews tells my
husband that Phillip had been down. On 4 May Tuesday my
husband was in a pretty foul mood. He wanted me to go to the
Police Station with him. He claims that Phillips has threatened
his life. We did not go. I suppose I would have been willing
to go but I did not see any point. I don't know what had
occurred only what my husband had told me. My husband had been
extremely provoking towards me that day. On 4 May my husband
slaps me on the face and pushes me out of the house. He

pushed me physically out of the front door and locked me out.

No reason was given. No reason for slapping me that I know of.
I am trying to have Phillip keep away from his father. On 5 May
he is in a foul mood with npe. On 6 May he told me he had been
in contact with two lawyers one of which was an expert.

He wanted me to delay going away and to see them on Friday.

If T didn't wait and see them it would mean a three day court
hearing. On Saturday - I went away from 6 May to 22 May with
Caroline, I returned on 22 May about 6.30, I take one or

two things in the front door. Then the door is locked in my
face by my husband. No reason is given. He knows I am outside
and have been inside. Caroline is also pushed out the front door.
As far as I can make - recember she was physically pushed out
the front door. She.joins me 6utside and I leave her with
friends. I feel she is better off there. I am able to return
to dolin Grove and get in through the back door. I get my
handbag and the keys and put the rest of the baggage inside.

I start unpacking. My suitcase im knocked over by husband

onto the floor and he slaps me on the face. This happers

in’the downstairs bedroom where I still keep my clothes.
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Tim and Matthew are present. They restrain their father

from further violence. I notice that either my husband

or Matthew has completely organised the kitchen to their

way of wanting., It was different from the way that I had had it
as housewife, It had not been suggested to me that that would
be done., The next day is Sunday 23 May. The linen cupboard
had.been cleared by Matthew, My husband, Matthew and Tim were
all present at breakfast time. At breaking they all start
shouting and swearing at me. I don't Caroline could have
been there according to my notes so we had our breakfast later.
We both have our breakfast later. Caroline goes to spend the
day with friends. That day there was a mark on the back window
of my car. It said "Holy Sue"., On the back window. I don't
know who placed it there. Either my husband or my sons Matthew
or Timothy. I was at the Taits and I did not realise that

it my husband answering -~ ringing. I can only say what the
Taits said. On 24 April Monday Matthew goes to the Central
Institute of Technology. Tim goes off and I am left in the
house with my husband., I wanted to go into the bedroom to get
some clothes. I am pushed aside and I fall against the side of
the wall, By my husband. No reason was given. I was just
going into the bedroom to get some clothes. If was a deliberate
action on his part he didn't want me to go into the bedroom.
This was the room in which I keep my clothes, He gave no reason
for this type of conduct. From there I go to the bathroom and
sit on the toilet. Then I have two mugs of water thrown over
me by my husband. No reason was given, That same day I
offered to cook the dinner but Matthew says he will cook it.
That same day I noticed that while we were away he had cut a hole
in a desk so that he can have it connected permanently to the
switch on the wall behind., I am not told the object of the

tape recorder, On the following day the tape recorder is turned
on. With it turned on my husband gets most offensive. He
pushes me against one of the chairs and pushes me against the
door that has glass panels in it and one of them cracks.

Then he bushes me hard in the chest so that I land right out
into the hall. Tim happens tc be there at this time. But he

can't do much. I cannot remember if I provoked him in any way
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for him to have done this. Then he comes to the clothes line
to tell me that after listening to the tape he tells me that I
am really in need of a man called Ian Culpitt's help.

I cooked the evening meal - I offered to cock it. I was told
I had done nothing for three months so why should I now start.
I have always cooked dinner. That same day he threatened to
change the door locks. No reason was given. The door locks
were to be changed againét me, While I was away he went into
my desk and removed the keys that were there that were spare
keys of the house, to the garage and the batch in Pahia.
Having threatned to change the door locks he tells me he had a
Dr Rutherford around. That is what he told me. I still had

been given no money. I had bruises on me as a result of this

KHD

incident. My daughter noticed when I was having a bath.

I then went to see a Dr Rogenberg. I obtained a report from him.
I did not see the report. It was in a sealed envelope given '
to my solicitor. | The reports are produced. The reports

are in consequence relating to me in respect of the incident I
have spoken of. On 26 May I saw that doctor. It was at that
time that the home help was told that she was not wanted anymore.

‘On 27 May my husband suggested that he would get the tape recordings

typed. I go out to lunch that door and come home to cook the
evening meal and do the ironing. The nature of the meal was
unpleasant. The two boys were there aﬁd they too were both
unpleasant. I alone did the dishes., On 28th I leave a list

of what I need for the weekend and I am still having no housekeeping.
On 30 May Sunday I go to the Dowse Gallery. I let the family know
that Caroline and myself will be back for a meal at 6.30.
I'collect her, I get home and find that all the meal has been
eaten. On 1 June my husband refuses to buy a loose leaf refill,

I have'to buy it because he won't do it for the youngster. On
this same day I cook a three course meal vith meal from my

cousins farm that I brought back with me. He abused over

the medl. I thought it was a beautiful meal. He refused to

eat with me and no reason was given. I have heard he wants

a reconciliation with me. Well it is so unpleasant eating
together that we haven't been éating for months together.

This particular night he refused to eat with me but eventually

we all did sit down together. Then during the meai Caroline
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is ordered out to eat her meal alone in the kitchen., I feel

that éhe shouldn't be there on her own so I join her. I can't
remember why she was sent out there on her own. On 2 June the

next day my husband refuses to eat with us so Caroline and I

have ours together in the sun room. No reason for refusing to

eat with us. = 3June Thursday Caroline and I hare having breakfast.
My husband does not allow me to finish my breakfast. He deliberately
pushes me against the bench top. He calls me a pommy bitch.

I cook the dinner that night but before that I have to dp the

lunch dishes. Whilst I am. in the kitchen that night my husband

hits me in the face.
I have no idea why. He did not give any reason.

TO THE COURT:

Q. Mrs Reid without being critical people don't
usually without some reason walk up to somebody
else and hit them in the face.

A, I know you must find it very hard to believe.

Q. I can believe anything Mrs Reid.

A. I can truly say these things happened as far as 1
am concerned there was no provocation on my part
whatsoever.

Q. When somebody hits somebody whether there is provocation
or no provocation it is usually an incident type
situation. Usually something being said - something
being done. Maybe peas were wanted instead of beans.
It is normally something that triggers it off.

A, That is what I am trying to make clear., For no apparent
reason except that my husband seems unable to control
himself I am hit. I have no warning - no reasons.

On this particular 3rd of June I am hit iﬁ the face by my husband
for no particular reason. On 4 June I leave lunch by reason of
the conduct of my husband and Tim. I go to-é friends place,

When I return home the dirty dishes are still about. I cook

the evening meal for myself and Caroline and clean up for the
others, Still on 4 June I noticed at lunchtime that Tim's car
was unlocked behind my car. At 2 o'clock or thereabouts I asked
Tim to move his car. His car is now locked. The reason was

I wanted to pick up my daughter and others from netball,
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I asked him twice quietly but he refused to do so. As a result
I get in my car and start backing slowly and the front grill
of Tim's Mini is bent. The take my car keys and I go inside

to get my spare car keys. They were very cross., They is my

husband and Tig

The spare keys are also taken away from me. I was told I must
wait until they straighten the grill, Which would take approximately
10 minutes. Before I could take nmy Max; out to pick up my
daughter. I was concerned because they would have finished their
game and I promised I would pick up not only my daughter but
other child;en. My husband knew that and Iwas ultimately allowed
to leave. I think I did pick them up. I had to ring somewhere
else to'find them because I had gone to the wrong place, So
that didn't help either. On 6 June I/gigught a cup of tea in
bed, I thanked my husband. I was pleased for what he had done.
Thereafter he asked me whether I had removed a tape from his
desk. I had not removed it. Tim told me that day that 7 people
would be coming in the next day and they wanted Caroline and |
myself out of the way. No reason was given. On 7 June I was
wakened by my husband to say that Phillip had rung and he

wanted me to take the keys of Phillips car to Phillip who was in
High Street. So I say well we'll go to High Street. ‘We get
there. I get my car going. My husband puts his car in the
way. So I get on my bicycle and then I see that Phillip is
walking down Colin Grove so I give him his keys., My husband
obviously didnt't want me to take the keys to Phillip. No reason.
10 June at breakfast time. My husband is again unpleasant. It
is getting to be most usual., He then tells me I would be going
to the Supreme Court. And On 10 June I am given some corn
silverside and given $1 to buy the produce for the rest of the
meal. I prepare the dinner with what I am given. That was
found fault with. By my husband. My husband asked me to

do some mending for him and I did it. On that same day

I believe Lindy wrote a note relative to her father. She asked
me to give it to the Judge so I handed it in to Mr Gazely.

I had nothing in the Sightest to do .with the preparation or the
writing of that note. The note reads "Dear Sir, How come

Mathew can call Mummy a bloddy fucking bitch and slap her over



Vol.2 page 18

Exhibit : Evidence for

Susan Rosemary Reid

Evidence~in=chief of

Susan R. Reid (continued)
Magistrate’s Court
Separation Proceedings

the face and I have to go out of the dining room if I just

say a word on Mummy's side. P.7.0. 1. 1Is it that he older

2. Is it that Mummy cannot put him over her knee and smack

him, 3. Does he do it because Daddy just sit there and back

him up - and back up Matthew." That is my daughtert's writing.

I did not have anything to do with that letter - the preparation
of it. It was because of her father that induced my daughter

to wfite that rnote. She had stuck out her tongue and her father
had smacked her on fhe bottom. I cannot exactly actually
remember Matthew using those exact words. On 12 June the youngster
was going off skating. Her father insisted on going off with her
to the skating rink, I was told that my daughter was really
embarrassed about that. My husband at a later date apologised
for embarrassing hep. When she came home from skating on the 12th
I wés in my room upstairs; At that time there was a talkback ‘
unit between my room and downstairs. At that time the talkback
unit was used between bur bedrobm and thé bedroom of my mothér in law.
Who lived in a.house nearby. Matthew had in fact plugged it in
between the upstairs bedroom and the downstairs bedroom.

It was really/giegobody. But on this occasion it was used by

my husband. I had no option whether I wanted it or not. It

was put in that bedroom before I moved into it. This was the
first time.that we knew our conversation had been overheard.

First of ali the unit was plugged in and there were certain things
that my daughter asked me. She asked me if I had said anything

to her father and I said no. She told me that she didn't think
Daddy had paid to go in and she felt he must have been listening
downstairs so we went to the downstairs bedroom and we did find
the talkback and it was plugged in. I prepared the meal

that night. My husband turned up his nose and refused to eat

the pudding. On Sunday I gave my list with certain personal
requirements for me. My husband refused to get the personal
things for me. On Monday 14 June I decide to clean house.

I clean out two fireplaces the sun room and I am getting the
floor cloth to clean the window ledges and the grates when

- my husband comes into the laundry. I did not give any comment

or provocatinn to my husband. that I know of. eessssesinaudible...
He pushes me around then he tells me he hates_me in trouser suits.

And What right had I to remove his papers. I had moved his
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papers because they were all over the sun room floor and I had
stacked them up carefully on his desk and chair because I wanted
to clean the room. Because of that he comes in and pushes me
round and flings water over my trouser suit. I leave the house.
The nature of the evening meal that night was unpleasant.

The next day the 16th of June I am at home for dinner again.
The dessert was steam pudding and ice cream; My husband and
Matthew turn up their nees at pudding. They just refuse to
eat it. On 21 June Caroline is sitting in front of the fire
watching television and I am on the telephone. Something occurs.
My husband obviously went in and said something to Caroline
which obviously upset her. He pulls her into the hall. She
tries to get herself free from him. She dashes upstairs to

her bedroom. As soon as I get off the telephone I go upstairs
where my husband and Matthew both are going_for Caroline.

nMII don't know what they are going for her about. My husband
slapped her on the face. He gave no reason for that that I
know. Whatever it was upset her so much that my daughter
opens the bedroom window and tries to climb out saying she

is trying to Jjump out. I was trying to.tell her that she would
only hurt herself as it is an upstairs window. I prevent her
Jumping out of the window. On 24 June I make a note of my
husband being at home and he retired on 29 February and he has
done noting for four months although there is plenty to be done
around the house. He never wanted me to work except to help
with his business. On Saturday on the same 24th of June
Caroline is again upset. I think she was getting fed up with
having her mother in the same bedroom. From my point of view

I think she should have a bedroom on her own. She shouldn't

be in a bedroom with her mother. On 26 June I am told by my
husband that Brian Edwards is going to have a show on sex.

The next morning when he's watched it he told me no wonder

our marriage hasn't worked out. What a pity I hadn't stayed

up hecause I could sesesas.inaudiblecse... a lot about it.

On Monday 28 June my husband comes home about 4pm. He says
he's got about 18 pages of typewritten foolscap which he has
had prepared from his solicitor. That is what he told me.

He reads those through with Matthew and both of them had a meal
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together. On 29 June I note that my husband is still writing
notes at his desk. On 30 June I give Caroline a meal on a tray
because she won't eat with her father. On 2 July I was still
attending at the Citizens Aid Bureau. My husband feels that

it is just my goody goody work. On 3 July my husband said

he wanted some sort of meal together before the court hearing,.
He called it the last supper. He told me that Tim was coming
up from Christs, Phillip was coming down from Taihape where

he was working according to my husband.

Matthew of course would be available. On 5 July I am given

two copies of the Susan Reid Trust Account. Whilst I talk

to my husband the tape recorder was put on by him. Iater that
same day he came upstairs to ask for a red biro. I had not

got one. He notices that the talk back button has been taped
down. This is something that Caroline did. He asks if I would
like the talk back removed and I said that this would be nice
but nothing is done. He takes the tape out which means the
button comes out again so that it is possible for him to hear
from downstairs. On 6 July my husband comes up and observes
that Caroline has taped the button down again and he laughs in
a rather superficial way and I notice that shortiy afterwards
he goes upstairs with a screwdriver and the talk back is taken
down. On 10 July a saturday there is to be an evening for
Matthew and so far as Caroline and I are concerned my husband
gsaid we could stay if we stayed in the sun room. We are asked
if we are to be at home and we are not in any way to be in their
way. They were Matthews friends. On that Saturday Caroline
asked her father if she could have some mdney to buy homestead'
fried chicken and we eat it in the sun room. Whilst the others
are in the sitting room. On 11 July there is some trouble
between Phillip and his father, Ultimately Phillip gives his
father a black eye. .

TO THE COURT:

Q. This was only a few months ago. Now what happened.
Without looking at the notes.

A, Phillip came home to see his father. He had been
home a couple of times during the day and hadn't
found his father in. He did eventually come back

I think about 10 o'clock. He asked for some money
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as far as I can remember to pay for some dogs.
And I think Phillip said his father hadn't done
anything for him for years and then there was

trouble.

Its just that I am trying to remember what happened without

looking at my notes. I think Phillip gave his father his

black eye. Matthew came dowmsiairs where he was in bed and rang

the Police who came around. My husband wanted to charge Phillip

with physical assault but I think he rang nis brother Peter and

Peter suggested not to. Ultimately Phillip must have gone off

somewhere., He might have gone up to back where his girfriend

and her friend live. There was no charge that particular night.

Without looking up my notes I can't remember if Matthew had anything

to say to me that night. Mrs Marchington came over to the fence.

She came over and Matthew told her that he hated me and that I

was a foul woman or words to that effect. Mrs Marchington was

-told to mind her own business. Monday. Then I was-to come

to the hearing for the particular day when the proceedings were
EH F adjourned. I produce to the Court at Exhibit F a wealth of notes

which my solicitor has underlined in pencil that can be directed

to your particular attention to particular passages if necessary.

There is a copy for Mr Cmp. 18 July my husband complained that

I didn't wake him up for the game. On 19 July Phillip asked

if he could leave some things at home and I asked my husband

and he said it would be better if he left them with friends.

On 20 July about 5pm my husband and Matthew were sitting in the

sun room. They were seated together going through all those notes

that have been produced. A copy of which has been.given to Mr

lCamp. They were comparing them against my husband's dairy,

On 22 July my husband makes some mention of Ian Culpert.

He tells A.F.R. according to A.F.R has told him to go for all

he can and to have a good ding dong verbal argument with me.

I am completely to blame for the marriage breakdown because of

my treatment to Phillip. I certainly won't get custody of

Lindy. ©She will go to an approved boarding school. I am an

incompetent mother. I certainly do not wish for Caroline to

go to hoarding school. There was a propsal that she did go to



Vol.2 page 22
Exhibit : Evidence for
Susan Rosemary Reid H
Evidence-in-chief of
Susan R. Reid (continued)
Magistrate’s Court
Separation Proceedings

a boarding school. Her name was entered for Nga Tawa some
years ago. It is a secondary boarding schcol and I feel that
all she has been through over the past year it would be better
for her not to be boarding. Boarding starts at 3rd form at
Nga Tawa. They cut out 2nd form. In any event she couldn't
go to Nga Tawa. As far as I am aware there is no boarding

at Chilton. My husband says he is going to put me all though
this in Court and did I know that Phillip is being blackmailed
at the Gear Meat Works. That Phillip is being in drugs. That
he has brought expensive skis and far too expensive dogs.

My husband said he was going t Erewhon that is where the boy
was working. To find out why he was leaving, Mike Camp had
proof of certain of Phillips doings and what about the post
office order from Taihape.. There is a mention of Dianna Jone's
statement. A statement of a Dianna Jones had been handed to
Mr Camp and this wés also shown to Matthew. These things will
also come out in Court particularly Phillips doings. While he
is saying this the tape recorder is on and he is following me
from room to room., I caﬁ't physically stop him I have to watch
him following me about from room to room with this tape recorder.
There are only 2 rooms that you can lock yourself in and they
are the bathrooms. On 23 July my husband is reading to Matthew
from the folder, On 25 July Phillip wanted to have a friend to

spend the week end. My husband refused to let Phillip have

that fiend for the week end or it ecould have been one nirht

This time he was prepared to allow Matthew to have anyone in
the house, On 26 July I go home and cook the meal for myself
and Caroline. Caroline was to go to guides so she has to have
an early meal. The two of us were only able to have the first
course., My husband arrived and says that Caroline must eat
with him but she has refused to eat with him. We have our
first course and then my husband arrives and Caroline refuses
to eat further. I take it upstairs to her and she eats it in
the bedroom before she goes to guides. On the same day my
husband is comparing my notes with his notes from his dairy.

He spent all afternoon and evening sitting at his desk doing that.
On 28 July my husband tries to kiss me and he comés into the

kitchen at breakfast time and I turn my face away. His manner
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was "What about a little kiss sweetid' sort of thing. A sort

of hypocritical slimmy way. On 29 July I get home about 3.30
and prepare dinner., My husband arrives about 5.45. I make
inquiry about the dog and my inquiry relatie to the dog was met
with abuse. He said I am the most conceited woman and the sooner
I can become pleasant the better. He saysvhe has facts real |
facts between Phillip and I and we will have to face all these

in Court. I am going to get no maintenance after the way I

have treated my sons. I have been so stupid that I will have

to listen in Court. These are notes I made at the time.

At 10 pm that night I am upstairs in the bedroom and we are
almost asleep. My husband bursts in and did I know that Philp
had paid two cheuges of $500 each for one dog. Do I know the
owner of the traliler Phillip borrowed. On Friday the 30th af#r
Caroline has left for school there is further comment from

my ﬁusband about Phillip. He tells me he has been up to see

the Manager and his wife of Erewhon Station and veeesesinaudible
.+e.now knows the whole story. I cook the evening meal on

the 30th of July. My daughter and I have ours upstairs because
she eats better upstairs. Without unpleasant remarks. On 31
July Saturday Matthew, Caroline and I ﬁave breakfast before

my husband arrives. After breakfast I am doing the dishes on

my own and my husband comes into the kitchen. He tells me

I am a Bitch and am I going to call my parents down again and
would I look after Freddie if he went. I say that Freddie is’
his responsibility. He tells me he wishes that I would gzt out.
On 3 August it is still my 18 year son or my husband telling me
what to buy or eat in the house, My husband suggests that
Caroline go on a holiday and she says she does not want to go on
holiday with her father. On 8 August Sunday I recall an incident.
I am in the kitchen cooking some'lunch for Caroline and I tell

my husband and Matthew that they can get their own. My husband
continues to be unpleasant and I walk out of the house. I recall
me being in the kitchen and he grabs the saucepan -from me.

There probably would have been provocation in that I was going

to cook the meal for Caroline and not for him and Matthew.

On the same day it involved the Police and the prosecution of Phillip.

I was not present when it occurred as I walked out of the house.
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An incident occurred that involved Phillip, his brother Matthew
and my husband, When I come home I find latthew with a bleeding
nose and my husband had driven off presumably to get the Police.
Caroline had gone over to the neighbours.. Phillip picks

up his ice axe and breaks some panes of glass in Matthews bedroom.
And three small ranes of glass in the playroom. He appeared
before this Court on the 9th of August. He is fined ; he had
Courts costs. I wasn't in Court. On 10 August my husband asks
me whatamount of housekeeping I need.

As he is going away.‘ All I can do is suggest that he leave

what he thinks is going to be necessary for me, Matthew and
Caroline. On 11 August my husband insist that I fix the

windows that were broken. I have to arrange to fix the windows.
I am given $50 housekeeping. On 19 August the windows are

fixed including the one that was broken when my husband pushed
me against it. On 21 August a Saturday my husband with Tim
goes to Kitoke to collect the dog as far as I know. When they
come back they are most aggresive and block my way into the
house. I don't know why. As far as I know I did not cause

them to do that. Eventually I must have got inté the house.

I unpacked Tim's trunk from college. I did the washing and T

was going to take some things to the dry cleaners, but my husband
came up and told me to leave it alone - that they would cope.

I in fact did the washing and suggest that they took the things
to the drycleaners. I am away from the home later that same day
and I get home and it is 9.30. My husband is there as well as
Matthew and his friend Slim. I want to put the milk bottles out
but I find it difficult because I am barred at the kitchen door
by my husband. I don't know why. So I have to go around the
sitting room and dining room to get to the kitchen to get to

the milk bottle to put it out. He gave no reason for causing
me to do that. When in fact I go out my husband locks the door
and I ring the bell, He knows I am outside, After I have rung
the bell Caroline comes down and opens the door for me.

I go upstairs and find Caroline very upset.

LUNCHEON ADJOURNMENT :
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CCURT RESUMES

DIANA FLIZABETH JONZS SWORN:

My full name is Diana Elizabeth Jones. I am the wife of
Warren Theodore Jones and I live at 2 Manuka Avenue, LOWER HUIT,
I am a housewife. At the time of trial hearing I was to be
out of the coﬁntry.

In consequence I prepared myself a statement and a copy of it
I can say was provided to Mr Camp before the prior hearing.
I produce it as my evidence the statement I made in anticipation
BH G of the prior hearing. On the final page paragraph 10
I speak of Matthew as a iad who had been influenced by his
father to be devious, unacceptable social behaviour which had
been condoned by his father. I speak particularly of an
evening and my being there intending to have dinner there, Oﬁ
that particular occasion - well it is an unwritten law amongst'
housewife that you don't citicise another person's child when
the parents are in residence and on that occasion Matthew was
very rude to his mother., His father who was present didn't
pull him up at all and then Matthew was asked to continue
setting the table I think and I went through to the room and when
I - I was so appalled by what had happened that I said to him
well if you were my son you wouldn't be dining with us this evening,
I didn't say anything else but I hoped that the fact that I
didn!t normally do anything of that description and I actually
saic¢ it to him on this occasion. I hoped it would make him
realise that it wasn't on - this sort of thing at all, But I
was shocked that his father hadn't pulled him up. That was
just one of many occasions. I said I would go and they
persuaded me to stay so in the end I did stay but it was most
unpleasant the conversation going on between the family
particularly between Sue and Tony, and Matthew. The speech was
such that I threatened to leave the house and return home, ‘
Since I made that statement and a copy has been supplied to
Reid's solicitor I have rung the home., On the first occasion
severl things had happened. He asked to whom he was speaking.
He the pleasure of speaking as Tony I have known for many years
and he noticed my voice., The second time I rang and asked to speak
to Susan and he said words to the effect that would I please not
ring her there in the future to which I replied in words similar

to saying well if I should happen to get in touch with Sue.
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This is her home and I feel that I must ring. Well the need
didn't arise again of any great importance to upset the family
household but one day I did particularly want to speak to Susan
and Irang and Tony Jjust put down the receiver. I had made my
identity known to him by the time he put down the receiver.

I said something like "Hello Tony, May I speak to Susan please".
Then ~ so I rang back and said I think we must have been cut off.
He just said you were not cut off. He said she's not here so

I just hung up. The last occasion I rang. I can't remember.

I have seen all too many bruises on Mrs Reid I am afraid.

Both on her body, around her back, the lower regions of her
spine. Twice on her face or around the jaw bone. She told me
how she came by these bruises. The only other bruising

was a dreadful black e and that I understood was inflicfed by
her son and that bruise I saw her with the bruise on our closing
day of golf on 10 November of this year and that bruise was

still in evidence on the 30th - 20 days later. It was some bruise.
About the other bruising she said that her husband had pushed
her around.

XXM: MR CAMP

Q.  Mrs Jones you have got a copy of your statement in from of
you haven't you?

A, Yes
Q.  Looking at the first paragraph which 14.years is it that

you have been in England.

A, 1961 to, We arrived here in January of last year - T5.

Q. So it was 1961 to BT75 you were in Englénd apart from a

regular trip home every four years that you mention?

A, Yes sometimes more often.
Q. Now In Janvary 1975 you came back here didn't you
A. Yes '

Q. - When you returned did you first stay and the White Heron
lLodge. You, your husband and your family?

A, Yes

Q. On your return and whilst you were at the lodge did

the whole Reid family come out for an afternoon and evening.
At your invitation. |
A, Yes, evening perhaps an afternoon too I can't reember.

Q. They came out socially though?
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A, They did come out socially.
Q. They had all their children with them did they?

A, Well I remember one evening they came to a cocktail party

and we had a buffet tea afterwards and that was just Sue and Tony.

And I remember Sue saying about her daughter on one occasion

I don't remember any other occasion off hand,

Q. ‘I wonder if you can remember an occasion when Mr and

Mrs Reid came with their children and went swimming and saw
some films of yours that you had brought back. And sfayed

and had dinner with you at the restaurant. |

A, I don't remember showing films there. But we had lunch.
I don't think we shoyed any films at all the whole time we
were at the ...... Et home at our house in Manuka Avenue we had
a film evening but not at the White Heron., The family on their
on we had a film evening.

Q. ' On the occasion of the White Heron when the family came

was there any unpleasantness that you can tell us about.

On that occasion.

A. No

Mind you when they came as a family they came alone ~ you know
without other guests. |

Q. Did that make some difference do you think,

A, Oh no not necessarily at all but I think it was the fact
that we had just arrived. They were probably putting their
best footl forward. Because that all fell away very quickly
afterwards and we saw the antaganism between husband and wife.
Coming through the whole time with eriticism and dictatorialism.
On Tony's behalf,

Q. Do you remember the 50th birthday party for Mr Reid

in March of 1975.

A, Yes I dd. Mrs Reid went to a great deal of trouble to

turn on a magnificent party.

Q. Was there any unpleasantness on that occasion that you can
recount.
A, Yes there were some awkward moments.

Q. I see. Can you tell us what you are talkng of.
A, Well I remember there was some sort of contretempts

going on about a photograph being taken.
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Q. Is that something that you suggest there was a serious
dispute between them or was it Just between the husband and wife.
A. It was between husband and wife in fronf of a whole lot
of friends. Which becomes embarrassing.

Q. Well will you tell us what you recollect of it then - or
have you told us everything.

A, I wouldn't like to - I know that one of them didn't want
to have the photograph taken and one did and I can't recall
exactly what happened now. I never thought_I would have to
recall the incident.

Q. Well can you recall that one was upset with the other

and who that was or what.

A, I think Tony was the one who wanted the photograph taken
and I thinkiit was Susan who wasn't.keen to have it taken at
that moment. I think she wanted to go and get some savouries.
It was mistiming or something honestly I wouldn't like to make
a full statement. But there were undercurrents at the party

I remember.

Q. Can you tell us an occasion or give ué the date at all

of an occasion when you were at their house and you saw unpleasantness
between them,?

A, Well I cant't tell you dates

Q. Can you tell us approximately

A, This year I suppose we havent't really had a get together
for maybe 5 or 6 months, But prior to that near the beginning
in the first half of this year. Its just a question that when
Sue would say éomething and Tony would criticise her and then go
on and on about it.

Q. How many times were you there this year in this early

5=-6 month of 1976 when Mr ;nd Mrs Reid were there together.

A, Oh well I suppose we had them to our home trying to give'
a helping hand because we both liked Tony and Sue for many and
many years and naturally it upset us that anything was wrong.
So we did our best to trj and get them to come together and I
remember particularly saying to Ton y well you know just start
by being polite every day and he would say Oh no you know.

Q. What I aékéd you was how many times.

A, That tﬂey came to us this year. I sﬁppose about 4 times.

Q. So you suppose it would be about 4 occasion of the first
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6 months of this year that they went around to your place together.
A,  Together to try and talk things out.

Q. The separation application was filed in March and you say

there were occasions subsequent to that.

A, I am not very good I must admit on timing, but I think
it was about - whether it was subsequent to the actual filing
I think one or two of them must have been.

Q. Were they coming around to dinner or was it something
more casual occasion or what. Can you tell us anything about
these occasions.

A, Well I remember one bccasion vwhen they all came. That
must have been last year. The whole family came. That was
Matthew, Tim -, Phillip, Lindy and Sue and Tony. This year
we had Sue and Tony I suppose on their own once for dinner and
once after dinner something probably like this. I can't
remember whaet the other times were.

Q. So that there has been one occasion earlier this year
when Mr and Mrs Reid came around for dinmer and possibly an
occasion when they came around afterwards,

A, Yes

Q. And was there the same sort of visiting back by you to
their house in the course of this year.

A, I seem to remember we went back on one occasion my husband
and I after some function it was fairly late.

Q. Can you tell us anything about any of these occasions

to help identify what they were about or when they were because
I want you to appreciate the sort of thing that Mr Reid may
need to give evidence about later. If he can't identify them it
will cceate difficulties, So can YOu give us aﬁything that
identifies any of them. i

A, No my husband always says I am very bad where timing is
concerned. Exact dat® whether something happened a week ago
or three weeks ago.

Q. Theres nothing though -~ none of these were events

for some occasion or another.

A, The only occasion I can remember is the 50th birthday.
Which was a very special occasion.

Q. And you can't recollect any particular meals where you
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got information where there was any unpleasantness and give

us any details of particular occasions.

A, Well last year I would say I was in and out of the house
as normal housewives are bebween each other and then often I
would see Tony or perhaps Matthew or Caroline came in from school

but I would see her frequently when there was this tension and

Q. Just moving on to what you just said it is the case is it
not that you quite often saw Mrs Reid during the day time and
you would probably have seen a lot more of her than of Mr and
Mrs Reid. Is that right.

A. Oh natrually although more recently Mr Reid hasn't been
working so he has been there. Often too.

Q. So have there been occasions when you have gone around and
sat with the two of them.

A, Well no because Tony usually got up and went out.

Or preferred to be in another room,

Q. Well if T suggest to you Mrs Jones that your social contact
with Mr and Mrs Reid as a couple has been quite limited since
1975 down to the present what do you say.

A, Well we haven't ever said - in the last 6 months say yes.A
Q. Well has it been limited even before that - as a couple.
A, Well it depends on what ycu call limited., Everyone's
interpretation is apt to be rather different.

Q. Well you tell me if you can then how many times you have

seen them within just some degree of proximity in 1975.

A, I couldn't guess. Probably dozens of times.
Q. You've seen the two of them together dozens of times.
A, Well in the house say but not necessarily in the same roomn.
I have seen them on the same occasion say. One might be in the
garage and one in the kitchen say something of that nature.
Or on the boat we have been out on the boat a few times.
'With them for a days outing on two occasions,
Q. Talking in terms of seeing them together in the house last
year you can't specify you have given as much information as you
can. Is that you are saying - you can't ‘ake it further,
A, I can't give you dates I am sorry. I think I would be
some miracle person if I could.

Q. Were you aware in April 1975 of Phillips return from
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the South Island. Phillip Reid's return homne.

A, I don't know about returning to home - perhaps the Wellington

District. His father didn't seem very anxious to see him every
at home. |

Q. How do you know that.

A, Because I was there when I heard him say I don't want

him at home or words to that effect. He can look after himself
he is old enough.

Q. Can you tell us roughly when we are talking about - what
year - what time and what year.

A. I would say since we have been back within the last year
14 months something like this.

Q. So you certainly weren't aware then of any problem being

cause to the household of Phillipt!s living in the house in 1975.

A, No it seemed to me mostly he wasn't there.

Q. You've said in paragraph 3 of youf statement that as
very old friends of Tony and Susan etc..they both sought our
help. Can you tell us when it was that Mr Reid sought your
help about the marriage.

A, Well I suppose it must be well over a year ago now and
um ....well over a year ago anyway.

Q. Well if he did seek your help what did he say the brobleﬁ
was with the marriage.

A, Well he'd been saying that Sue's going to get out and
he'd get on with his life or something to this effect. A

he came around just to say how could they make amends what
could they dd. So they decided they woulcd go to these marriage
people, guidance people and we said well you know unless you
start basically with just being polite every day you can't
make any progress. And we talked on numerous occasions and
you just seemed to be talking around in the circle.

You know you can't be unkind to é person.

Q. You just said to me at the beginning of that answer

that Mr Reid had been talking that Sue had better go.

Are you saying that this is what he said to you or is this what
Mrs Reid told you?

A, Well say it was in a general discussion when the four of

us were there.
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Q. Was he saying both that he was telling his wife to go

and he would also like to see what could be done to make amends.
A, Well he often said he would like to see if he could make
amends but then his words belied his actions because he would

be so rude to her in the next minute. If he wanted t make amends

you wouldn't be out to be rude and dictatorial and critical to

your wife. Would you?

Q. What was the thing that he said was the problem in the
marriage if anything? '

A, I think he used to say she talked too much.

Q. What do you say to that.

A, Well its a very healthy outgoing time.

Q. Is that the only thing that comes to your mind about what
he would have said was wrong with the marriage.

A, Oh he said she was a bad cook and we all know she is a
beatiful cook. And she is a marvellous dressmaker. And

she used to be at home to give him Junch everyday virtually.

She used to turn down so many nice invitations which is hard
for a woman when in fact very few husbands come home for lunch.
She was always missing out because he expected her to be home
for lunch.

Q. She said that to you when he was there did she.

A criticism of the marriage.

A, Well she said I mean when I would ring up and suggest

she did something she'd sa§ Of no I can't Tony's coming home and
wants me to have the lunch ready. She'd love to have come but ...
Q. Well was that being put forward as a problem in the marriage
by anybody

A, What the fact - well I think - no I don't know - she's

so big mrted Sue. I don't think she would criticise giving

off her time to Tony as much as she did. She was very generous
with her time to him

Q. Did she criticise it to you do you say

A, She criticised to me. It is a thing with all housewives
eeesss{inaudivle).

Q.  You said that we suggested that they start by just being

polite to each other every day but Tony was gquite unprepared to do thic.
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A, Yes

Q. In terms of what you said aboﬁt statements he made that he
would like to make amends do you say that he was unprepared to
say that he would be polite.

A, Well there was only one word for it - it was hypocritical,
It was all talk and you know you can't be

Q. Are you saying though that he said he would try to be polite
but then he didn't do it

A, No he wouldn't even agree to be polite.

Q. Did you mention this on more than one occasion or just one
specific occasions.

A, I should think dozens of times., I can think of about 6
times when my husband and I were there and they were there.

Q. Any way you say that at least on 6 occasions you said this
to Mr Reid and his reply was generally what?

A, To the effect that he wasn't prepared to do that.

Q. That he wasn't prepared to be polite.

4, No but Susie had to éo what she was told or something like
that.

Q. That she had to do what she was told

A. Yes

Q. You made a comment immediately'after that - relating to Mr
Reid that he viewed himself as a master that had to be obeyed at
all times. So will you explain that please. |

4, Well he has a dominant personality who is a very clever man
who has done very well. And was at the top in his field. Has been
expected to give orders which he has done successfully in the
business world but its a pity you can't take that home. It takes
two to make a marriage.

Q. And you say that he does take that home does he?

A, I do

Q. And that this is criticism that you made of him‘when

you were trying to help them. That he was dictatorial. Did

you tell him that.

A, I don't know if I ever used the word "dictatorial™.

I think we just said just start off being polite that was the
main thing because we thought that unless you start off by
evexyday just not having a cross word I mean that seems to me to

be a basic necéssity. Theres a start there to be polite not
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be criticisng each other, all day and Susie was quite happy to -

well she always is very polite, I suppose Tony is a little

Victorian,

Q. In what way. - In what sense.

A, The woman in one spot and does as she's told.

Q. You say you think one of the problems of the marriage

was that Mr Reid insisted that certain things happen despite
Mrs Reid not wanting them to happen. Is it that sort of thing
that you say made you have the view that he was the master to
be obeyed.

A, Yes he - marriage is made up of give and take. You can't be
the one to in any situation if you're going out somewhere or
whatever it is you've got to agree where you are going to have
your picnic or whatever. I'm not saying this is an instance in
this particular case but I do know that he insists on having
for the most part his meals in the dining room and around the
table. A very noble idea but I think you can't sort of insist
on it all ways. I happen to have a husband who wants to have
his in his drawing room chair and I don't always agree with that
but we mostly have it there. You've just got to fit in with

each other. And if you know youre not prepared to go along

‘-)particular when Susan's family - a big family under very stressful
conditions at times because Tony started from the bottom and
worked up very successfully but they did go through very lean
times when she contributed largely to that in all that she did
and the backing up she gave him. That sort of thing and the
doing without.

Q. Well can you go back to giving me an illustration of the
situation where lir Reid insisted that things be done this way
other than the dining table dining.

A, I don't know that I've ever stopped to think of any
specific thing but it would be you know pérhaps she might be
in the middle of a meal something of this neture. And he

would want something else done while she was doing something else.

Q. This is something you have seen happen.,
a. Yes
Q. But you can't recall a particular incident for us

A, No.
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Q. In paragraph 4 you do start to talk about the early days

of the marriage in the second sentence. You talk about
assisting them in packing screws in the evening. What - wasn't
that a joint venture between your family, another family and the
Reid family? Were you all doing that together.

A, Yes it was mainly betause .......inaudible......... had
the equipment and I don't know quite where the interest came in
there. I don't recollect - I do remember there was I think my
husband and Tony might have had some sort of financial
arrangement. I am not very sure about that side of things but
we used to go around. We'd all pack screws.around the kitchen
table. |

Q. There were 3 families in it were there not. Your family,

the Reids and the Cooks.

A. Thats it

Q. And the screws were kept at your parents in the garage -
Tinakori Road.

A, I don't recollect that at all.

Q. Mrs Jones you say that at that stage do you not that the
Reids were so poor that the best meal they could afford was a
hot plate of soup and a slice of bread is that the sort of thing
youre saying. ‘

A Well Tony branched out on his own yes.

Q. That they were extremely poor. )

A, Yes because I rememeber very well. People are funny
because for many of them money is the only thing that counts.

A lot of their friends fell by the wayside because Sue and Tony
felt that they couldn't entertain and I remember very well having
a discussion with Sue. I said do you think you could run to a
spaghetti bolognase for a few friends one evening and she said
it would be stretching it a bit but we might try it. And they
really were building up this néw business and everything had to
go into it. And after a while friends who had entertained them
of course weren't invited back s0 they drifted away. It was
rather sad.

Q. If evidence is given Mrs Jones that Mr and Mrs Reid at
that time had substantial capital available to them that they

were'nt utilising does that surprise you?
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A, Yes very much so. But Tony's not a man who is genérous
with his money.

Q. Are you saying then at the time Mrs Reid was kept short of
funds.

A. - I would think very much so.

Q. As far as paragraph 6 is concerned Mrs Jones is there any

emotional and cruel outburts of Mr Reid's of which you can

give us detailg,

A, I didn't see the outburst - I saw the result of it

because Susan would arrive around at our house in floods of

tears and we would have that for months - almost daily.

In fact the protracted court hearing - I think its a tragedy

that there can't be some amendment so that a wife doesn't

have to remain/%ﬁe same household. I can't help but feel that
in the initial stages if they had been alléwed to live under
separate rooves and there was ar opportunity for them to do' this
that maybe something could have been stopped and all the horror

of it might have stopped. But to continue living under the stress
and so that they are both upseting each other is a tragedy in the
law. We had Susan on our doorstep so often. It was almost daily.
At one stage before she finally decided she had to make a decision
for a separation because she Jjust couldn't carry on anymore.

I think that that was probably the most emotional of the stages.
Having to come to a decision which originally had it not been

for the law insisting that they be under the same roof there
anything that could ever be done to separate couples at this

stage I recommend it., It would have saved both her and the children.
Q. I think you said at the beginning that the emotional and
cruel outbursts of Tonys you had not seen yourself but that Susan
had come around after them to your house,

A, She was very tearful.

Q. Have you just said now in finishing that she mostly came
around or that they reached their greatest intensity at the time
she decided to apply for a separation.

A, I think that was when she was more tearful having made

the decision and realised in her own mind that they would not

go back - there was no going back and she felt a little more

ease but of course the stress that has followed that has been

even greater to the childrep,
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Q. So are you saying that these occasions when she came around
very upset and tearful following emotional and cruel outbursts

were in a period preceding the filing of the application which we
ourselves can take as being March of this year.

A, Well we have had many tearful occasions since then.

Q. But you tell us they reach .eese

A, «.+..A peak of the tears but of course she has been having
some help from the doctor to quieten things I think since then

so that was probably the reason why.

Q. In clausc 7 you say that on occasion that Mrs Tungey has been

.c!-.n'linaudible s e 0ssec 0o

A, Yes
Q. Do you know when that was ,
A, Six months or more ago he had had a word with my husband

sometimes when I hadn't been present. And then me on the phone
for about an hour ore day.

Q. On this occasion when he came around on his own he saw the
two of you did he .

A, Yes

Q. And this was some 6 months or more ago

A, I would think so - yes. Once he knew about my - that 1
had made a statement he obviously didn't wish to see me.

Q. What did he come around to talk about.

A, Just this marriage and he was upset.about the situation,
But he wasn't prepared to do anything. It had to go his way to
remedy the situation. 7You know Susie had to do this that and
the other but he wasn't prepared_to do anything.

Q. Are you saying that there was something particular you
suggested he do or he refused to do or what

A, Start at being polite., To me if you don't start at being
polite you can't go any further. You have to start somewhere.
To me if you can be polite to each other during the day then
the longer you can continue on like that the better it is.

In - then the situation eases off and then you can get down

to other problems.

Q. What was the this and that that Susan should be doing -

from what you told us.

A, I remember this about talking too much. She talked to
people outside the family about what was happening in the family.
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I think that was one of them.

Q. You can't think of anything other though. Can you think
of any additional information about the telephone call that
helps us. When you say there was a telepiione call that he

set out his case, ‘

A, Well I think by this time that Tony had been around to see
us and we were just going over. Mostly Tony was talking and we
were listening. On the telephone and when he came round because
an emotional stress situations like this I find its just an

ear people want and often they sort out things themselves having
had an ear.

Q. Now in the middle of clause 8 you refer to seeing

Mr Reid about 3 weeks ago. Now that statement was drawn sometime
in early July so that presumably that was some occasion in June
you saw him wasn't it.

A, It must have been.

Q. But you don't remember what occasioﬁs and any particular
details of it that can help

A, Um no. That wasn't when Susan went abroad., No I've forgotten
even when she went now.

Q. In respect of the paragraph 9 you talk with Mr Reid asking
who was speaking when people ring on the phone. And you say
that you never previously has he said that to you.

A, Hmm

Q. Do you always say who you are.or does he recognise your
voice without you saying who you are.

A, He recognises it wihout my saying.

Q. And that is something he's just started.

A, Yes '

Q. You added to your evidence a matter relating to an occasion
when you rang and what you understood happened was that, you

rang and asked to speak to Susan and the phone was immediately

hung up

A, Hmm

Q. Do you know when that was

A, Well one happened just about a week ago and the other time

was some while before and actually a funny thing happened because

about a % of an hour later he rang back and said he was sorry he
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hung up and I said thats all right. He said something to the
effect that "You know why - I've read your statement" and I said
that I quite understood. .

Q. I'd like you to think whether an occasion was a Sunday

the 7th of November 1976 you rang up the house and asked for Sue
and on the first occasion that you rang Matthew had answered the
phone and said Mrs Reid wasn't there,

A, The first occasion when =~ I've been ringing the house for years
Q. I said on the occasion Sunday the 7th of November 1976.

A, I couldn't know - was it the one about a week ago - oh no
Matthew answered - well I wouldn't know. It might be one of a
dozen times,

Q. Lets get in straight Mrs Jones. You've just told of an
occasion when Mr Reid hung up and then later rang up and apologised.
A, Hmm

Q. I'm now suggesting to you that that might well have been

the 7th of November énd you told us you can't be sure of the dates.
Now I still want to talk about the still same incident where

you recollect ybu're being hung up on.

A, It may have been a week or two sooner but I have no
recollection.

Q. what I want to ask you is whether on that day you recollect
being.hung up on Matthew in fact was the first one that answered
the phone when you first rang. Do you remember that or not.

A, I don't quite understand what you are trying to say.

Matthew hung up on me.

Q. I am asking that when you made a phdne call to the Reid house
on the occasions about hanging up the first of the calls that you
made was one where Matthew answered the phone. Do you remember that..
A, No such occasion arose.

Q. Can I ask you during the day we are still%alking about the
day where you rang up that you rang at least twice more and asked
for Mrs Reid.

A, There was one day when I wanted her and I rang in the
morning and then I rang again at lunchtime I remember thinking

she might be home for lunch,

Q. Well Mr Reid will say that on those occasions when on the

two occasions during the day when he answered the phone that

you didn't say who you were you just said it was quite urgent
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and he just said that Mrs Reid wasn't there. Do you remember
having a conversation where you said it was urgent.

A, Yes - I can't think that they wouldn't know who was speaking
Q. And he said that on the last of the occasions he hung up
and then he apologised - he rang back up - which you agree

don't you

A, I think that was another occasion - that wasn't related to
that occasion.

Q. You told us of a particular - adding to your evidence -
where Matthew was rude to his mother. Didn't you

A, Yes

Q. You told us that that was an occasion when you and your
husband went around for dinner.

A, No it was Jjust myself - I think it was when my husband
was away.

Q. The note I have of what you said was "One evening we

were therefor dinner", Are you saying in fact it was just

you around there for dinner.

A. I think it was myself and my daughter actually. Maybe
myself and my son but it wasn't my husband.

Q. Yourself and one other member of your family® other than
your husband. Matthew was there, Mr Reid and Mrs Reid

A, Yes &nd Caroline was there

Q. You say that Matthew was very rude to his mofher. What did
he say. What sort of thing?

A, Oh I think he called her a bitch amongst other things.
Q. And you consider that quite inappropriate
A, That would be one part of it. I can't mmember what else he said.

It wasn't the only time when I was around there. I was around there
one other time when he was being rude to her when we were all in -
the kitchen.

Q. And you certainly thought that was inappropriate didn't you.
A, Yes it is inappropriate that a boy should call his mother a
bitch - quite unbeliemble.

Q. When that was sold you tell us that Mr Reid was present

and able to hear it. |

A, Yes

Q. And he did nothing about it

A. No

Q. No way to Teprove his son for it.



Vol.2 page 41

Exhibit : Evidence for

Susan Rosemary Reid
Cross-Examination of

Diana Elizabeth Jones

Magistrate’s Court

Separation Proceedings

A, No

Q. When you went into the dining'room where Matthew was continuing
to set the table and you said to him 'if you were my son you wouldn't
be dining with me this evening® what did he say.

A, I don't know that he answered me. He may have said something
Q. He wasn't rude to you

A. Oh no

Q. You'd agree with me Mrs Jones that it would be perfectly

ordinary in a household for both mother and father to reprimand

their son for that sort of language wouldn't you?

A.

Yes

XXM: MR MACGREGOR

Q.

In paragraph 10 of your statement you say that you consider

Tony has been manipulating the children. Do you base that on

this incident relating to Matthew? Particularly do you.

A, Which incident

Q. This one at dinner where Matthew calls his mother a bitch.
4. No no many times since then. I think its more than then.
Q. Is this the sort of £ncident that you are talking about

though when you made that statement.

A.

Well I suppose him being rude and not being reprimanded

is part of it yes a lot of it is the rudeness.

Q.

Well its mae of him not doing anything than him doing something

positive that made you make a statement like that - Mr Reid not

doing anything about it.

Ac
Qo

Not doing something

Yes Mr Reid as in this example not reprimanding Matthew

rather than Mr Reid.

A.

No he seemed to condone it. Sort of giggliﬁg to each other.

I'm not saying they giggled on that occasion but you know he was

sort of getting into a huddle I suppose you could say with his son

you know supporting hinm,

Q. This is one incident that you have described. ZFrom what you
said I take it you've observed things like this on other occasions.
Now this incident incurred in front of the other children.

Have other incidents incurred in front of other guests and the
other children.? |

A, Where Tony has been rude to his wife.
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Q.
A.

Yes that or
So often that I don't think - you know its just the normal.

You know all their mutual friends know about it.

Q. So their bickering isn't kept to themselves. Other people
are involved in it by being around when it happens

A, Yes

RXXM: MR GAZIEY

Q. You've suggested to Reid that he should do something to -
remedy the situation if he wants the marriage to continue. Is
that so.

A, True - one's got to give something to a marriage

Q. And you say that he ﬁasn't been prepared to move at all

A, No not an inch

Q. Is there any prospect to your mind of a reconciliation between

these parties? As the situation is between them.

A.

esses.inaudible ......... unutterably impossible

TO THE COQURT:

Q. Tell me Mrs Jones tell me about Phillip

A. About Phillip

Q. Yes what is he like

A, Well he's I'd call him a loving child really. He
definitely wants affections and reacts very much to
affection. He came to a dance we gave last Saturday
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